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Pioneer Monument Study Begins

The Pioneer Monument, dedicated by the Native Sons and Native 
Daughters of the Golden West in 1918.

By DAVID ALLEN,
Chairman, NSGW Historical Preservation Foundation

For some of you who have been watching, you will see that the 
restoration of the Pioneer Monument in Truckee is on the horizon. 
This was the Native Sons first major project and was completed in 
1918 after 20 years in the planning. The hope is that the restoration 
will not take that long. There will be an event of some kind near 
the date of June 6, 2018 to recognize a step in this new adventure. 
This will be a long and arduous process which is much different 
than what the HPF has been doing for last several years. 

The Pioneer Monument is not only a representation of that 
iconic era of California history, it is when the Native Sons 
stepped up to the plate and took the lead and had the staying 
power of taking on a significant project. Not only was this a ma-
jor accomplishment for the State of California, it was a major 
project for the Native Sons which culminated with the donation 
of the land and statue to the State of California in 1928 to be 
“maintained in perpetuity.” From the purchase of Sutter’s Fort 
in 1890 and the construction of the Marshall Monument, also in 
1890, the following 40 years put the Native Sons in the forefront 
of historical societies in California.

For the last several years, the HPF has been in a comfortable 
niche of awarding grants in the $500 to $5,000 range with a few 
times going more. Some of the larger grants have been pledges until 
enough progress or assurances have been provided to complete the 
grant process. In addition, many of the grants have been for match-
ing funds either from a local parlor, organization or a governmental 
agency. It should be noted that none of the growth of the HPF would 
even be possible without the continued support and confidence of 
the members and parlors of the Native Sons of the Golden West. 

The above-mentioned project, the Pioneer Monument, is an 
opportunity to get back into our roots and be in the forefront of 
recognizing California history, but it comes with several caveats. 
The biggest one is the State of California itself and its bureau-
cratic processes. Unfortunately, even though the bureaucracy is 
a burden, it is sometimes a governmental requirement for the 
completion of any project. For any group to be successful it is 
important to recognize this and figure out how to move forward. 

This past August 22 and 23, Krakower Structural Engineers and 
Griswold Conservation spent time going up and down the statue 
and pedestal probing, measuring, and looking. Step One is com-
plete. Their report will be ready in October (Step Two), which See MONUMENT, page 2

should give us an idea of what this project will cost.
The next steps or iterations will be time consuming and bu-

reaucratic and I do not know how many or how long they will 
be. From this point it will be up to the State of California to 
determine how much it will fund. That is where the Sierra State 
Parks Foundation, in collaboration with the HPF will come in. 
The Native Sons and HPF’s recent history with the State of 
California is to not go too far out on the limb until it is fully 
supported. But that does not stop the HPF from investigating 
and building a team in advance to get a project of this magni-
tude moving and completed once it starts. The new role which 
the Board of Directors of the HPF has endorsed will require 
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Plaque on Pioneer Monument placed by Native Sons and Daugh-
ters on June 6, 1918.

“The pioneer stood with his eyes shaded...” View from top of mon-
ument reminds us of one of the goals of the Native Sons of the 
Golden West: “Looking forward to the future by preserving the 
past.”

Restoration expert lowers a camera down into the monument to 
survey required repairs.

ABOVE:Height of Pioneer Monument is 
emphasized in this ground-level view. 
BELOW:: More inspections.

Check future issues of The Native Son and the Native 
Son’s Web site (www.nsgw.org) for up-to-date infor-
mation on the Pioneer Monument project, the largest 
undertaking our Order has been involved with in the 
many, many years past.

expenditure of funds. It will take money to generate the amount 
of funding necessary to bring this project to a successful com-
pletion. And just as happened in 1918, Native Sons will need to 
take a lead role by securing funding from other sources. 

The Pioneer Monument restoration represents the continued 
growth of the HPF over the years. The HPF will maintain its 
“bread and butter” of using mini-grants or small grants for many 
projects. They give the HPF the ability to make an impact quickly 
and to keep the HPF in the public eye. This is not a change in di-
rection or focus; it is more of an evolution.

The obvious mission of the HPF is the education and preservation 
of California history. A hidden agenda of the HPF is increasing mem-
bership in the Native Sons 
of the Golden West. Per-
sonally, I’m a firm believ-
er in the phrase “if you 
build it they will come.” 
In this case we can adapt 
that to “if you rebuild it, 
they will come again”. 

In closing I would like 
to ask for your support of 
the Pioneer Monument 
project and for your com-
ments on our involve-
ment with a project of 
this magnitude. We are 
all Native Sons working 
for the same goals and 
your opinions are im-
portant to us. The HPF 
is available to come out 
and talk to you about this 
project and our founda-
tion, so don’t hesitate to 
contact us. 

Until next time Hap-
py Trails.
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NSGW CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
GP Lapachet Presents $55,000 
to St John’s in Santa Monica

By BOB SANTOS
On August 21 Grand President Paul Lapachet presented a 

$55,000 donation check to St. John’s Cleft Palate Center in Santa 
Monica. This is the 48th consecutive year that the Native Sons 
have made a donation to St. John’s. 

The program was well attended, with representatives of all the 
southern parlors and many northern parlors present. The program 
included former cleft patient Brandon who attended a previous 
donation event as a teenager. Brandon is a Cal grad and a fine 
speaker and mentor to young, troubled children. 

NSGW and St. Johns: 
A Special Relationship

By JOE CASTILLO, Grand Trustee 
For 48 years the relationship between the Native Sons of the 

Golden West and St. John’s Health Center in Santa Monica has 
grown and endured the test of time in dealing with the treatment 
of Cleft Palate. 

In 1965, Dr. Leslie Holve spearheaded the establishment of 
a Cleft Palate program at St. John’s to provide coordinated, 
comprehensive and long-term care in conjunction with patient 
growth and development. The concept of the program was to 
use a wide range of specialists to nurture and attend to children 
from infancy to adulthood who were inflicted with cleft palate. 
In the first three years, St. John’s worked to define the program, 
identifying the necessary medical staff, equipment and care to 
build a program which would continue to provide an individual 
treatment and care plan to cleft palate patients for up to 21 years. 
For St. John’s, the challenge was enormous, but Dr. Holve was 
committed to improving health care and treatment for cleft pal-
ate and cleft lip patients.

In basic terms, a cleft is a separation of the lip and or palate (the 
roof of the mouth). A child may be born with a cleft lip, a cleft pal-
ate or both, and each is considered a birth defect. It is the fourth 
most common child birth anomaly in the United States affecting 
1 in 600 births today and 6,800 babies each year. The cause of the 
defect is unknown but it’s suspected that genetic and environmen-
tal factors are the most common origins of the anomaly. However, 
the child defect is considered very treatable with early interven-
tion, treatment and care. 

In 1968, the Native Sons did what they do best and cooked up 
a delicious spaghetti dinner raising $5,000 for their efforts. The 
raised funds were subsequently donated to St. John’s Cleft Palate 
program to be used as part of their patient and staff educational 
programs. For the next thirty years, the Native Sons raised money 
for St. John’s and Cleft Palate and made an annual donation which 
eventually totaled $600,000 by 1997. 

The Native Sons Cleft Palate drive continued in subsequent 
years and the generous brothers of the Native Sons continued 
to reach deep into their pockets, giving over $1 million dollars 
over the next 18 years to the program which captured their hearts. 
Today, the total donations given by the Native Sons to St. John’s 
totals $1.6 million with over 2,000 children treated during the 
48-year-old relationship. 

The donations have been used for funding new technologies, 
to underwrite a fall education conference at St. John’s, to fund 
scholarships for patients requiring additional speech therapy 
sessions, and to fund an orthodontics scholarship for children 
in financial need. St. John’s Annual Cleft Palate and Craniofa-
cial Anomalies Symposium is sponsored by the Native Sons and 
this year’s 48th edition of the symposium will present new in-
formation, technologies and specialization in cleft palate-related 
medical processes. The all-day seminar in November will in-
clude notable medical presenters, an interactive session regard-
ing speech therapy for community and school therapy practices, 
state-of-the-art techniques and cutting-edge technologies, with 

sessions focused on dental, speech and whole child treatments. 
Symposium attendees will receive up to seven professional de-
velopment credits which are used to fulfill their certification and 
license requirements. 

While Dr. Holve, Dr. Janet Salomonson and Dr. Mark Urate 
have led the Cleft Palate program at St. John’s and the late PGP 
Don Madsen and PGP Joe Ursino have chaired the Charitable 
Foundation for the Native Sons of the Golden West, one thing has 
remained constant—the association between St. John’s and the 
Native Sons of the Golden West. This association has truly been a 
special relationship that has benefitted thousands of children while 
improving cleft palate methods for treatment and care which will 
continue to help even more children inflicted with the child birth 
anomaly for many years to come.    

Grand President Paul Lapachet, second from left, presented a 
check for $55,000 from the NSGW Charitable Foundation to Sis-
ter Maureen of St. John’s Hospital in Santa Monica on August 
21. From left, Steve Faessel, Lapachet, Sister Maureen, PGP Joe 
Ursino and Bob Santos.  

Doctor Urata, Medical Director of the Cleft Palate Center, up-
dated attendees on St. John’s team approach to helping children 
on all aspects of suffering with a cleft. Dr. Urata stated that dif-
ferent surgeries to the palate, nose and other parts of the face used 
to start at ten weeks old. St. John’s now is doing these surgeries 
within two weeks of age. They are one of the first hospitals to do 
this procedure. 

The program wouldn’t be complete without Sister Maureen’s 
kind statements about the Native Sons generosity for all these 
years of donations.



GRAND PRESIDENT
                                                      Paul Lapachet
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OPINION
Fred Codoni, Managing Editor

THE NATIVE SON
Fred Codoni, Managing Editor

Published bi-monthly by the Native Sons of the Golden 
West from its headquarters at 414 Mason Street, Suite 300, 
San Francisco, CA 94102, for distribution to its members. 
Parlors offering material for publication should send it, 
along with parlor newsletters, letters to the editor and ad-
vertising inquiries to Fred Codoni, 162 Porteous Avenue, 
Fairfax 94930, e-mail nsgwfpc@comcast.net. Send address 
changes to Grand Parlor, 414 Mason Street, Suite 300, San  
Francisco, CA 94102, or e-mail to nsgwgp@pacbell.net. 

Pictures Please, But...
Once again individuals and parlor officers have sent photos for 

publication in The Native Son. While almost all of them show in-
teresting scenes or groups of people and we’d love to share them 
with our readers, about half are not suitable for publication. 

The main reason we don’t use them is resolution. Photos with 
low resolution simply don’t reproduce well.

Even the smallest cameras today are capable of photos with 
good resolution. Recently we saw one the size of a pack of cards 
that produces 14 megapixels, far above what we need. We think 
many photographers are satisfied with low resolution and set 
their cameras (or phones) low to save space on the memory disks.

When taking photos for publication, please use a higher resolu-
tion to produce, at a minimum, 300 ppi jpegs.  

A Great Start on Pioneer Monument
Ninety-eight years ago, the Native Sons and Daughters created 

and dedicated the Pioneer Monument that stands today in Donner 
Memorial State Park honoring the Donner Party and its heroic 
efforts to reach the Golden State.

Ninety-eight years is a long time for any monument to remain 
intact, especially one that suffers from the same snowy winters 
that bedeviled the Donner Party. The monument now needs help.

Preliminary investigations have been started to determine just 
what is needed to preserve this historic tribute to those hardy 
pioneers. It’ll be some time until there’s a final report with cost 
estimates, but it’s not too soon to think ahead to the contributions 
needed by our Historic Preservation Foundation, Native Son 
parlors and individual Native Sons in cooperation with outside 
sources.

Here’s an opportunity unprecedented in recent years to not 
only help rehabilitate the Pioneer Monument, but to be a great 
way to get our Order’s name out in public and, we hope, recruit 
the new members we so desperately need.

Dear Brothers:
The precepts of the Native Sons of the Golden West are Friend-

ship, Loyalty and Charity. In my previous message for The Na-
tive Son, I discussed Friendship as I discussed some of the many 
opportunities that our Order provides for members to connect 
with one another. Equally as important as our Friendship is our 
Charity.

To help carry out the mission of the NSGW, we have created 
two tax-exempt foundations. The NSGW Charitable Founda-
tion (Charitable Foundation), founded in 1951, and the Histori-
cal Preservation Foundation (HPF), 
established in 2000.

The Charitable Foundation donates 
to cleft palate clinics throughout 
California. Currently, the Foundation 
donates annually to clinics at the Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco; 
Saint John’s Hospital, Santa Monica; 
and Sutter Memorial Hospital, Sacra-
mento. 

The longevity of the Foundation’s 
relationships with these clinics has 
produced very impressive milestones. 
In 2011 the Charitable Foundation’s 
total donation to just UCSF surpassed three million dollars; 2018 
will mark 50 years of continuous support for the cleft palate center 
at Saint John’s Hospital.

As I have been on the Charitable Foundation board for the past 
few years, I have had the opportunity to attend several check 
presentation ceremonies. At the most recent presentation at Saint 
John’s, one of their former patients spoke of the difference that 
the care he received has made on his life and how the Native 
Sons helped make that treatment possible. Now a college gradu-
ate, he meets with current patients and their families to help 
relieve their uncertainty.

Although much younger than the Charitable Foundation, the 
HPF has had a tremendously positive effect on preserving and 
promoting California history. With HPF’s assistance, the Citrus 
Roots Foundation was able to produce two well-made videos 
(California: A Second Gold Rush – Citrus Gold) that tell the his-
tory of California citrus.  (These videos can be viewed at www.
citrusroots.com.)

The HPF continues to support two historic structures that are 
very special to the Native Sons: the Vallejo Adobe in Petaluma 
and the Pioneer Monument at Donner Memorial State Park. The 
Adobe served as the center of General Mariano Vallejo’s 66,000-
acre working ranch between 1836-1846 and was initially restored 
by the NSGW in 1911.  The Adobe again needs restoration and 
the HPF is assisting in that effort.

The Pioneer Monument was erected in honor of all who made 
the difficult trek across the western plains and mountains to 
reach California during the 1840s. On June 6, 1918 the Native 

Sons of the Golden West donated the completed monument 
and eleven surrounding acres to the State of California. As the 
Pioneer Monument nears its centennial in 2018, it too requires 
restoration. And again the HPF is providing what assistance it 
can toward that project.

As a Grand Officer I have been able to see the good work that both 
of these foundations have done. All Native Sons should be proud of 
these two foundations and the work that they do on our behalf.

                          In Friendship, Loyalty and Charity
                             Paul D. Lapachet
                             Grand President Native Sons of the Golden West 
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Hydraulic #56 to Host 2017 
’49er Days in Grass Valley

The heart of the Gold Country is once again to be the setting for 
the annual ’49er Days Celebration March 3-5, 2017. 

The festivities begin on Friday, March 3 with a hospitality room 
“Meet and Greet” in the Holiday Inn Express in downtown Grass 
Valley. Throughout the weekend the Holiday Inn will be the cen-
ter of the activities. 

Saturday starts with a complimentary hot breakfast bar. Then 
it’s off to see the local sites and attractions. For the Native Sons 
there is a Grand Officer initiation beginning at 10 a.m. in the 
Grass Valley Veterans Memorial Building auditorium. 

For the ladies there will possibly be a historical tour or simply 
downtown Grass Valley touring. The downtown area is a short 
walking distance from the Holiday Inn.   

Following the initiation there will be luncheon in the Veter-
ans Building Dining Room with a fare of pasties and salad. The 
lounge will be open for no-host liquid refreshment (no doubt Early 
Times will be included).

At 2:30 there’ll be a Grand Officer dedication with a yet-to-be-
determined site—but with the vast historical resources in western 
Nevada County finding one shouldn’t be a problem.

At 6 the bar opens in the lounge at the Veterans Memorial 
Building. Dinner will be served at 7 in the dining room with a 
menu featuring barbequed pork, chicken or a vegetable plate, 
oven roasted potatoes and Caesar salad. 

During the evening there’ll be a raffle, entertainment and 
recognition of visiting dignitaries—not necessarily in that or-
der.

Sunday, or “Get Away Day” will start at 8 a.m. with comple-
mentary beverages in Hydraulic Parlor’s hospitality room. World-
famous gin fizzes will be in the mix. 

For information about the weekend contact Brother Gary Miller 
at gsm55@att.net or at (530) 477-1533.

Lotts Lake Report
By MIKE HEMMINGS, Lotts Lake Chairman

Another Lotts Lake week has come and gone. This year was a 
great success—we had some 40 Native Sons and guests come up 
to enjoy the great weather. We were able to get the foundations 
poured on the central gathering area at the main camp site. We 
also put up a new road sign by the bear in honor of Jim Ish and 
Dick Bailey for all they have done. The dates for next year are 
August 12 to 20—hope to see you there.

Road sign at Lotts Lake honors two former Lotts Lake chairmen: 
Dick Bailey (third from left) and Jim Ish (second from right).

SoCal Dedication 
Kits Available

From Arrowhead Parlor’s Newsletter
Grand Trustee Garry Devlin, Sherry Livingston and Barbara 

Kimball recently completed a project to make Southern Cali-
fornia dedications more efficient. The trio created individual 
dedication kits for five Southern California parlors (Arrow-
head, Ramona, Rio Hondo, De Anza and Santa Ana) for their 
own use when performing an NSGW Historical Landmark 
dedication. 

The kits are complete with a table, sand, water, gravel, trowel, 
mixing tray and verbiage for each dedication part. The kits will 
permit each parlor to maintain its own dedication equipment and 
allow dedication teams to operate more efficiently as Southern 
California parlors are spread over wide distances requiring teams 
to navigate the unpredictable traffic while traveling to dedication 
sites. 

The cost for each kit was minimal and perhaps other parlors 
may consider using this great idea to efficiently manage their 
landmark dedications. 

Cemetery Pricing Schedule
Individual and parlor donations are always welcome by 

Georgetown Parlor in support of their most worthy project, the-
Native Sons of the Golden West Memorial Cemetery.

Other opportunities are:
A memorial brick for an individual, with engraving and 

placement, $125.
A memorial monument for an individual parlor:
 Full, holds 100 bricks, $2,000.
 Half (split by two parlors), holds 50 bricks, $1,000.
 Quarter (split by four parlors), holds 25 bricks, $500.
Georgetown members will build all memorial brick monu-

ments.
For more information, contact the NSGW Cemetery and Me-

morial Foundation at P. O. Box 635, Georgetown, CA 95634 
or Cemetery Director Jeff Schmidt at (530) 333-3210, e-mail 
jschmidt.p91@gmail.com.

Market Street in 1906
One of the earliest motion pictures made in San Francisco was 

“A Trip Down Market Street,” produced by the Miles Brothers 
a short time before the Great Earthquake and Fire of April 18, 
1906.  

Shot from the front window of a moving Market Street cable 
car, it is a rare record of San Francisco’s principal thoroughfare. 
The film covers 1.55 miles at an average speed of ten mph.

You can view this film on line at https://archive.org/details/  
TripDown1905. Scholars originally thought the film was pro-
duced in 1905, but later research revealed it to have been made 
in 1906.
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RETRO RAMBLINGS
By Douglas D. Love

Chairman, California History Board
“Twenty six miles across the sea, Santa Catalina is a-waitin’ 

for me.” If you grew up in California during the 50s, 60s or 70s, 
every summer the local AM radio station played the 1958 hit by 
the Four Preps extolling Santa Catalina Island and its romantic 
charms. For over one hundred years, Santa Catalina Island has 
been a playground for the wealthy, the famous and the common 
folk of California and the rest of the world. The island has a unique 
and storied history, filled with schemers, scandal and wealth and it 
still draws thousands of visitors a year.

The first inhabit-
ants of the island 
were the Pemun’ga. 
The Pemun’ga were 
closely related to the 
Tongva of the main-
land in what is now 
Orange County. The 
Pemun’ga lived by 
fishing the island’s 
abundant waters and 
gathering vegeta-
bles and fruits in the 
canyons. They trad-
ed with other Native 
groups on the main-
land. Archeological 
evidence shows that 
the island was in-
habited for at least 
twenty five hundred 
years. 

In 1542, Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo was the first European to 
sight and visit the island. He named the island San Sebastian. 
In 1602, Sebastian Viscaino “rediscovered” the island and gave 
the island its present name. In 1762, the Spanish colonization of 
California began and soon European contact with Santa Catalina 
Island increased. By 1799, the Russian-American Company had 
sent expeditions as far south as Santa Catalina and the results 
were disastrous for the native populations. European diseases, 
rapes and murders decimated the Pemun’gan people. The last na-
tives were forcibly removed from Santa Catalina by the Spanish 
in 1820s.

After the removal of the Pemun’gan people, the island was 
largely uninhabited until the last Mexican governor of Alta Cali-
fornia, Pio Pico, granted the island to Thomas Robbins in 1846. 
In 1850, Robbins sold the island to Jose Maria Covarrubias and 
in 1853, the island was again sold. During the 1850s and 1860s 
the island changed hands several times and it was eventually pur-
chased by James Lick in 1864. During this period, the island was 
primarily used for ranching. The United States Army also built a 
barracks on the island at Isthmus Cove in 1864. The barracks were 
abandoned in less than a year. The building still stands and is the 

oldest building on the island.
George Shatto purchased Santa Catalina from the estate of 

James Lick in 1887 and began with plans to develop the island. 
Shatto founded the island’s only city, Avalon, and began selling 
lots. The island’s inaccessibility and lack of fresh water doomed 
Shatto’s plans and he defaulted on his loans in 1891. William and 
J. B. Banning purchased the island in 1891 and began the develop-
ment of Catalina as a resort. The Bannings built the first hotels on 
Catalina and initiated regular steamer service to the island. Tour-
ism blossomed as did the sale of lots in Avalon. A devastating fire 
in 1915 and a decline in tourism during World War I forced the 
Bannings to sell the island in 1919.

William Wrigley Jr. purchased the island in 1919 from the Ban-
nings and the mod-
ern Catalina we 
know today began. 
The Wrigley fam-
ily built many of the 
landmarks of Cata-
lina Island including 
the Casino, the Me-
morial Bells and the 
Wrigley Mansion. 
It was during this 
period that Santa 
Catalina became a 
getaway for the Hol-
lywood elite. John 
Wayne, Errol Flynn, 
Mickey Rooney and 
Judy Garland were 
frequent visitors. 
Zane Grey took up 
residence on the is-

land and sports fishermen from around the world flocked to the 
clear waters and world-class fishing grounds. 

The Casino hosted balls during the Big Band Era and, of course, 
the island was the spring training home of the Chicago Cubs. Dur-
ing World War II, the Navy and US Merchant Marine had train-
ing facilities on the island. USC maintains an oceanographic sta-
tion on the island today. Natalie Wood also drowned off of Santa 
Catalina in 1981 under mysterious circumstances. The Wrigleys 
owned the island until 1975 when it was deeded over to the Cata-
lina Conservancy, which now owns 96% of the island.

Today, Catalina remains a tourist destination. Cruise ships make 
regular port calls to Avalon and sailors and cruisers make Santa 
Catalina Island a regular stop. The island still draws fishermen 
and divers from around the world. Yes, the glamor and glitz of the 
30s and 40s has faded a bit, but on a warm summer night, with the 
lights of the Casino reflecting on Avalon Bay, if you listen closely, 
you can almost hear Benny Goodman, Glenn Miller or Tommy 
Dorsey tearing it up in the Grand Ballroom.

Getting there: There is regular ferry service from Los Angeles/
Long Beach to Santa Catalina as well as helicopter service. Visit 
http://www.catalinachamber.com/get-here/directions-to-termi-
nals/ for further information.

The world-famous Casino on Santa Catalina Island
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Napa Valley Schedules 
First Friday Luncheons

Here’s the schedule for the Napa Valley 
First Friday Luncheons for the rest of 2016.

October 7 – Calistoga at the Fairgrounds
November 4  – St. Helena at its hall
December 2 – Napa Parlor at its hall

GOLDEN GEMS OF THE NATIVE SONS
Meet Gene Ardito, Fairfax #307

By JOE CASTILLO, Grand Trustee 
Its 10 a.m. on the morning of June 11 and the 35 parade entries 

kicking-off the 39th Annual Fairfax Festival are assembling. One of 
the lead entries in the parade is the Native Sons of the Golden West 
carrying larger-than-life United States and California flags. It’s a 
warm but clear morning with the parade route of approximately a 
quarter mile in length lined with adults and young children waiting 
to enjoy the fun associated with all local parades. One of the flag-
carrying Native Son brothers is 91-year-old Gene Ardito, who has 
been a parade participant for 
all 39 years the parade has 
taken place. 

Born in 1925, Gene has 
lived in Fairfax all of his 
life. His parents immigrated 
to the United States from 
Italy in 1922 and eventually 
made their way west. Gene 
had two older brothers, Art 
and Louie, and together the 
Ardito brothers enjoyed 
their youthful days growing 
up in the Town of Fairfax. 

But things never stay the 
same and when Gene gradu-
ated from Tamalpais High School in 1943, the entire world was in 
the middle of a war. He was drafted by the United States Navy in 
his senior year but was able to defer enlistment until he graduated 
from school in June. Gene was then stationed at Farragut Naval 
Training Station in Idaho where he received training in the Na-
val Air Command. After his training, he was stationed in Alaska 

Gene Ardito

where he was assigned as a crew member in the U.S. Navy fleet 
and the Aleutian Island Air Base while working in the Athletic 
Department dispensing sporting goods to service men stationed at 
the base. Gene fulfilled his military obligation and was honorably 
discharged in 1945. 

Following his time in World War II, Gene attended junior 
college and then worked at a logging camp in Eureka, learning 
to cut redwood trees and working as a peeler. Eventually, he 
was hired by the Marin Municipal Water District in 1949 and 
rose to the position of supervisor, working for 36 years before 
he retired in 1985. 

Gene’s Native Son career began in 1949 when he and 100 other 
young men started Fairfax Parlor #307, which as Gene recalled 
was named after Lord Fairfax, the early aristocrat pioneer founder 
of the Town of Fairfax. Gene volunteered to be financial secretary, 
but little did he know he would remain in the position for over 60 
years. 

He proudly recalled the history of the parlor with its meeting 
clubhouse, athletic club and five grand presidents, and noted it’s 
a “great outfit” to be associated with. Gene’s biggest joy in life 
is playing golf and bocce ball and he fondly recalls playing in 
golf tournaments set up by Past Grand President Jim Riley and 
playing with former Grand Treasurer Harry Smith. He eventually 
improved his golf game to an excellent 7 handicap, and clearly 
remembered his best round of golf. Nearly 30 years ago at Tilden 
Park Golf Course, Gene recalled shooting a par 70 with 2 birdies 
and 2 bogeys. It would be the best round he ever shot and would 
remain one of his favorite memories. 

For 91 years, Gene Ardito has served his country, been involved 
with his community, enjoyed a life filled with sports and been an 
exceptional Native Son, and is truly one of the “golden gems” of 
our organization.

“Longevity” Pins Are Available Now
For years, members have been wonder-

ing why they have to wait 25 or 50 years to 
receive a pin honoring their service to their 
parlor and the Native Sons. Now they won’t 
have to wait 25 or 50 years any more to get 
a “longevity” pin.

Pins are available for 5, 10, 15 and 20 
years of membership, as well as for 25 
years, for just  $5 each. 

Fifty-year pins are $13.50 and 75-year 
pins are $12.50.

Parlor secretaries can order them from 
the Grand Secretary’s office, but should 
specify the member who is to receive each 
pin.

These pins are a great (and relatively 
inexpense) way to honor parlor members 
who have served the order for at least five 
years.

Fairfax Features 
Tuesday Lunches

Fairfax #307 invites all Native Sons and 
prospective members to its clubhouse, 135 
Mitchell Drive, Fairfax, for a great lunch 
every Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. The wine-beer-
soft-drinks bar opens at 11:30, although the 
clubhouse is open at 9 a.m. for those who 
would like to come and enjoy the beauti-
ful Fairfax hills in a relaxed setting.Full 
lunch—normally salad, French bread, en-
tree and dessert, is only $8, all drinks are $1. 

Reservations aren’t needed. Contact Fred Co-
doni at (415) 459-7082 for information.

Attractive “longevity” pins are now avail-
able from the Grand Secretary’s office.



PAGE 8                                                                                                   THE NATIVE SON - OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 2016

 PARLOR ACTIVITIES
Guadalupe’s 231’s Lunch and 
Dinner Menu for Rest of 2016

Guadalupe’s monthly lunches are held at the Scottish Rite Ma-
sonic Center, 2850 19th Avenue in San Francisco following the 
regular parlor meeting on the first Tuesday of every month. Native 
Son members are encouraged to attend the parlor meeting before 
lunch or dinner. Lunches are open to all Native Sons, relatives, and 
friends. Cost of lunch is $10, including beverages. Reservations 
are required from Wayne Warden at (650) 726-4597. 

October 4 - Cube Steak with Mushroom Gravy 
November 1 - Baked Ham 
December 6 (Dinner) - Baked Salmon 

Chispa #139
Serves
Breakfasts

Chispa #139 invites 
everyone to its pancake 
breakfasts on the third 
Sunday of each month at 
its hall in Murphys. 

Price of $7.50 provides 
all-you-can-eat helpings 
of pancakes, sausage, 
scrambled eggs, biscuits 
and gravy and coffee and 
orange juice from 7:30 to 
11:30 a.m. 

Silver Star 
Raffling Guns

Silver Star #63 is holding 
a raffle for two rifles and a 
shotgun. Tickets are $30 each 
or two for $50 for a first prize 
of a Henry Golden Boy Mili-
tary Service Tribute Edition 
($1,200 value); second prize of 
a Mossberg Patriot Bolt Rifle 
($800 value) and third prize 
of a Remington Model #870 
Pump Action Shotgun ($500 
value).

 Tickets are available at (916) 
342-3709; only 250 tickets will 
be sold. Drawing will be held 
December 15, 2016.

Napa Holding 
Halloween Ball

Napa #62 will hold a Hallow-
een Costume Ball at its hall on 
Saturday, October 29. Between 
noon and 5 p.m., children can 
“brave haunted hallways in 
search of candy treats.” After 
7 p.m., adult ghosts and ghouls 
have their fun. DJ Kiwi will 
spin some spooky tunes for 
dancing. 

There’ll be a no-host bar. 
Snacks will be provided. Prizes 
will be awarded for best cos-
tume. Tickets are $20 and can be 
purchased from parlor officers.

Grand Trustee Joe Castillo visited National #118 at the parlor’s lunch 
at the Basque Center August 18. Front, left to right, Joey Castillo, (Rio 
Hondo #294), David Gardner. Rear, left to right, Art Citron, Joe Cas-
tillo (Rio Hondo #294), National Past Presidents Don Wood, Dave Mc-
Cann and Bernie Davey; new member Vincent Scherba.

Statehood Day 
Flags in Oroville

Members of the Exchange 
Club of Oroville, Bidwell #21 
and Argonaut #8 lined the 
streets of Oroville with Ameri-
can and California Flags on 
Statehood Day, 2016, in honor 
of California’s admission into 
the United States of America on 
166 years ago on September 9, 
1850.

South SF #157 
Crab Feed is 
December 10

South San Francisco #157’s 
36th Annual Crab Feed will be 
held at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help School in Daly City on 
Saturday, December 10. Price is 
$45 per person. 

Reservations are available 
from Jim Riley at (650) 465-
4218 or (650) 5734-7152; early 
reservations are advised as this 
event always sells out. Payment 
is not due until mid-November.
Solano Plans 
Anniversary
Celebration

Solano #39’s 59th Anniver-
sary dinner is scheduled for 
October 15 at Stars Recreation 
Center, 155 Browns Valley 
Parkway, Vacaville. This din-
ner is free to Solano members 
in good standing; Cost for a 
spouse, or guest is $30.

Reservations are required. 
Send checks to Steve Row-
land, P.O. Box 282, Davis, 
CA 95617. Reservation 
deadline is October 5.

Santa Rosa Lists Events
Santa Rosa Parlor has events every month at its hall at 3318 

Stony Point Road in Santa Rosa. Unless otherwise specified, din-
ners are open to members, families and guests and start at 6:30 
p.m. Price of $9 for adults and $5 for children ten and over (free for 
children under ten) and include beer, wine and soda. Reservations 
are required four days prior to the dinner from Shirley Mattiuzzi 
at (707) 542-4356. Here’s the schedule:

Wednesday, October 12 – Fall Dinner.
Wednesday, November 16 – Business meeting, members only. 

Nomination of election of officers and planning for 2017.  
Saturday, November 19 – Thanksgiving dinner; no host bar at 

4:30, dinner at 5. Reservations no later than November 12.
Wednesday, December 14 – Christmas Dinner and Raffle. At-

tendees are asked to bring a wrapped gift for the raffle. All pro-
ceeds go to the Cleft Palate charity.

For questions about the parlor or its hall, contact Debra Eynon 
at (707) 795-9104.
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DEATHS
May the Lord grant eternal rest in the Grand Parlor on High to 

these brothers.
HONORED DEAD

Robert H. Follrath Sr., Halcyon-Alameda #47: Attended 
eight sessions of Grand Parlor as a delegate, the 117th session as 
the SDDGP of District #9, the 119th & 120th sessions as a Grand 
Trustee, nine sessions as a member or chairman of the Laws of 
Subordinates Committee and three sessions as a member or chair-
man of the Board of Appeals.

Frank Garman Nielsen, Halcyon-Alameda #47: Attended the 
114th session of Grand Parlor as a delegate.

Russell M. Strittmatter, Sea Point #158:  Attended twenty-
three sessions of Grand Parlor as a delegate and the 122nd session 
as the Credentials Chairman.

William Chaffee Temple, Placerville #9:  Attended the 123rd 
session of Grand Parlor as a delegate.

DECEASED BROTHERS
Dolores-California #1

Lou Fabbri
Santa Rosa #28
James R. Smith

Golden Gate #29
Joseph Sullivan
Excelsior #31

Ralph W. Smith
Auburn #59
Walt Dolan

Frank C. Huyette
Napa #62

Frank Humpert
Redwood #66

Dale Laverne Hecht
Calistoga #86

Karl Burgstahler
Benicia #89

Ronald G. Rice
Santa Cruz #90
Peter Zuckswert
Las Positas #96

John Claverie

Ramona #109
Antonette Paciulli

Martin Weber
Arrowhead #110

Daniel Keeney Tillmanns
Chispa #139

Rodney P. Lundin
Chispa #139

William Douglas Davis, Sr.
Cambria #152

Errol Deane Rohrberg
South San Francisco #157

Robert Flynn
James Kennedy
Sea Point #158

Hugo Valadez, Jr.
Nicasio #183

Stanley A. Crandall, Jr.
Columbia #258

Dale E. Gier, Arcata #21
Fairfax #307

Andrew Kolari
Michael R. Nagle

Former Grand Trustee Michael R. Nagle of Rio Hondo #294 
died September 1, 2016.

Brother Mike was born in Los Angeles on April 23, 1952 and 
entered our Order on May 8, 1970, only fifteen days after his 18th 
birthday. He served as supervising district deputy grand president, 
grand outside and inside sentinels and grand marshal before being 
elected to four terms as grand trustee.

May he rest in peace in the Grand Parlor on High.

Whence Joe’s Special?
A favorite of many Native Sons is Joe’s Special, a combina-

tion of eggs, onions, beef, spinach and seasonings. While every 
San Francisco restaurant with “Joe” in its name claims to have 
invented the dish, the real story belongs to Pietro Arrigoni, late 
father of 56-year member 
of Fairfax Parlor, Brother 
Pete Arrigoni, and owner of 
New Joe’s at 540 Broadway 
in San Francisco.

According to Pete, Joe’s 
Special resulted from a 
chance meeting between 
New Joe’s owner Pietro and 
famous trumpeter and band 
leader Bunny Berrigan. 
About 1940, Berrigan and 
his band had just finished playing at the Fairmont Hotel when Ber-
rigan and a few bandsmen wandered over to New Joe’s for an early 
morning breakfast. 

It was after New Joe’s 3 a.m. closing, but a waiter opened the 
door. Pietro explained that the restaurant was closed and the food 
put away. Berrigan said his group was really hungry and suggest-
ed Pietro put together whatever was on hand. Berrigan pointed out 
there were eggs, spinach, ground beef and onions. Pietro sautéed 
the ingredients and tossed some fresh spinach on top; voila: Joe’s 
Special, a dish which has endured ever since! 

Here’s the recipe:
INGREDIENTS

6 large eggs
Splash or two of Tabasco or other hot pepper sauce
1 teaspoon salt or more to taste
1/2 teaspoon dried basil or oregano
1/2 teaspoon freshly milled black pepper or more to taste
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 tablespoon unsalted butter
1 medium yellow onion, diced
1/2 pound lean freshly ground beef, preferably chili grind (a bit 

coarser than hamburger grind)
3/4 to 1 pound fresh spinach, preferably the crinkly savoy va-

riety, trimmed of stems and chopped, or one 10-ounce package 
frozen chopped spinach, thawed and drained. 

INSTRUCTIONS
Crack the eggs into a small bowl and add the Tabasco, salt, basil, 

and pepper. Whisk just enough to combine; you should still see 
large bubbles. Set aside. 

Warm the oil and butter in a large skillet over medium heat until 
the butter melts. Add the onion and sauté until soft but not begin-
ning to brown, about 4 minutes. Add the ground beef and con-
tinue cooking until uniformly brown, breaking the meat into small 
pieces as it cooks. 

Cover with the spinach, place a lid over the mixture, and cook 
for about 3 minutes, just until the spinach wilts. (If using frozen 
spinach, cook, covered, for 1 minute, just to take off its raw edge.) 

Stir the spinach into the meat, cooking briefly to eliminate ex-
cess liquid if the mixture seems watery. Pour the egg mixture over 
all, stirring with a spatula from the bottom until the eggs begin to 
set. Remove from the heat and stir a few more times, as the eggs 
cook through from the residual heat. Serve immediately.

Bunny Berrigan

Funeral Service Available
The Native Sons of the Golden West Funeral Service is avail-

able for any deceased brother’s funeral. This beautiful and ap-
propriate service honors the deceased’s California birth and his 
membership in the Native Sons. It concludes with “Song of the 
River,” a poem by our late Brother William Randolph Hearst.

There is never any charge for this service, which is performed 
by parlor officers; however, if the deceased’s family wants it, they 
need to request it from the secretary of the deceased’s parlor.
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PARLOR HISTORY

Check out the Native Sons Website 
for The Native Son in full color and 

newsletters from other parlors. 
Just go to www.nsgw.org.

Also, you can send your e-mail address to 
nsgwfpc@comcast.net and you will automati-

cally receive the lattest issue

Membership as of September 1, 
2016 (listed by parlor number):
Dolores-California #1 28
Stockton #7 55
Argonaut #8 66
Placerville #9 56
Modesto #11 33
Humboldt #14 124
Amador #17 189
Lodi #18 29
John Bidwell #21 99
San Jose #22 72
Sunset #26 15
Santa Rosa #28 60
Golden Gate #29 38
Woodland #30 20
Excelsior #31 252
Ione #33 114
Solano #39 168
Elk Grove #41 76
Halycon-Alameda #47 65
St. Helena #53 164
Hydraulic #56 21
Quartz #58 114
Auburn #59 122
Napa #62 420
Silver Star #63 46
Mt. Tamalpais #64 78
Watsonville #65 15
Redwood #66 171
Santa Ana #74 34
Vallejo #77 46
Calistoga #86 82
Mt. Bally #87 27
Benicia #89 164
Santa Cruz #90 134
Georgetown #91 92
Downieville #92 21

Ferndale #93 141
Las Positas #96 292
Santa Lucia #97 189
Ramona #109 141
Arrowhead #110 296
Sonoma #111 218
Eden #113 116
Santa Barbara #116 42
Broderick #117 18
National #118 88
Piedmont #120 90
Gabilan #132 166
Chispa #139 213
San Miguel #150 47
Cambria #152 73
South SF #157 214
Sea Point #158 74
Konocti #159 23
Washington #169 63
Byron #170 36
Observatory #177 35
Nicasio #183 370
Presidio #194 49
Los Banos #206 123
Twin Peaks #214 181
Estudillo #223 59
Pebble Beach #230 68
Guadalupe #231 140
Columbia #258 74
Sutter #261 20
University #272 42
San Luis Obispo #290 264
J. C. Fremont #293 67
Rio Hondo #294 20
Fairfax #307  477
DeAnza #312 32
Holderman #316 36

Parlors and Their Memberships

How National #118 Got Its Name
THE NATIONALS—

CITIZEN SOLDIERS IN BAGGY TROUSERS AND RED FEZ
 [San Francisco Call October 23 1910]

When the hosts of Native Sons and Daughters paraded in 
Market Street on Admission Day, September 9, 1910 none of the 
organizations that tramped so bravely received a more enthusi-
astic reception or more admiring glances along the line than the 
guard of honor for pretty, smiling Queen California. Questions 
were heard on all sides as to the identity of the smartly-stepping, 
perfectly-drilled soldiers with the quaint red fezzes and baggy 
trousers of the Zouave uniform. Not many people knew that they 
were in fact, watching one of the oldest military organizations of 
San Francisco: The “Nationals,” formed more than a half century 
ago. 

On the day after the parade the Nationals appeared at the sta-
dium as a guard, and the Saturday evening of the Native Sons and 
Daughters fiesta week they participated in the special feature drill. 
So widespread has become the reputation of the Nationals that 
they were overwhelmed with invitations to participate in drills 
and parades in San Francisco and in nearby cities. 

When formed from a volunteer fire company of this city in 1855, 
the name chosen then was “The National Guard,” the title having 
then nothing of the significance it has now and being changed later 
to the “Nationals.” 

Not without rivals was the company, however, and many other 
smart organizations were formed about that time, among them the 
“City Guard” the “Sumners” and the “Emmets.” Competition was 
fierce and patriotic spirit ran high. It has been said that “the man 
of the 50s and 60s who did not belong to a military organization 
was not much of a citizen,” certain it was that he was much behind 
in the times. 

So marked had been the success of the Nationals that they now 
numbered 134 active drilling members, a band of thirty members, 
a drum and bugle corps numbering 20, and veteran membership 
of 350. 

These veterans, who must have been in active service for six 
years, are exempt from drilling if they so desire. The drill of the 
Nationals was carried on by whistle signals, no oral commands 
given. Their uniform now consisted of the regulation Zouave uni-
form. The Zouave uniform was adopted on both sides by many 
volunteer units during the American Civil War and was based on 
the elite Zouave battalion of the French Army; they copied it from 
their former fierce Algerian opponents. 

The Nationals Zouave uniform consisted of a bright blue coat, 
red trousers and vest, a yellow sash, white puttees, and a red fez. 
All through their affiliation(s) with the State Militia, later the Na-
tional Guard, the Nationals had agreements to wear their own uni-
forms during parades and ceremonies as well as maintaining their 
own armory, which was insisted upon. 

For target shooting at the shell mounds they did not use the high 
powered rifles issued by the state, but the old Springfield rifles 
with black powder. The flag carried in parades had, besides the 
stars and stripes, a blue field, on which was a star for each year of 
the organization. In the center is the diamond shaped emblem of 
the corps badge, divided into three sections of red, white and blue. 
In the white section is inscribed in letters of gold the name, “The 
Nationals ”

The Nationals were proud of their reputation as one of the old-
est, most skilled, most patriotic group of citizen soldiers. All of 
the city’s military groups had agreements with the State; however, 
with the Nationals friction always prevailed. Only the Nationals 
with their many veterans and brilliant war record would insist 
on an understanding to meet in their own armory instead of the 
states, have the right to wear their own distinctive uniforms for pa-
rades and ceremonies. Not long after 1875 several NSGW parlors 
existed in San Francisco, influential both socially and politically. 
Not surprising that in 1888 an enterprising group of Nationals led 
by a young Captain Charles L. Tilden would want to have a Na-
tive Sons Parlor that would be identified by their own proud name 
“National Parlor No.118.”



MEMBERSHIP BOX 
SCORE

Membership 5-1-16  7.940
Gains
  Initiated   125   
  Reinstated     10   
  Tfd In     1 
 Total Gains                 136
Losses 
  Suspended  47   
  Resigned          19      
  Withdrew           0        
  Died  48   
  Tfd Out  1
Total Losses                 115
Net Change      +21
Membership 9-1-2016 7,961

Parlors With Net Gains
Stockton #7 +   1
Humboldt #14 +   1
Amador #17 +  11
John Bidwell #21 +  13
San Jose #22 +   1
Solano #39 +   2
Excelsior #31 +  1
St. Helena #53 +   4
Auburn #59 +   1
Benicia #89 +   8
Santa Cruz #90 +   3
Downieville #92 +   2
Las Positas #96 +   3
Santa Lucia #97 +   9   
Ramona #109 +   2
Arrowhead #110 +   2
Sonoma #111 +    3
Eden #113 +   1
Santa Barbara #116 +   1
Piedmont #120 +   3
Gabilan #132 +   3
Cambria #152 +   1
Los Banos #206 +   9
Pebble Beach #230 +   1
Guadalupe #231 +   1
SLO #290 +   6
Fairfax #307 +   1

  

Membership Up a Little for 2016NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to our new members! We hope you will be active in 

your own parlor and visit neighboring parlors. 
Membership in the Native 

Sons of the Golden West in-
creased by 21 to 7,961 for the 
first four months of the 2016-
2017 membership year.

Just over one-third of our 
parlors—27 to be exact—had 
net gains, led by John Bidwell 
#21 with 13 and Amador #17 
with 11.

Incoming Grand President 
Paul Lapachet is continuing 
the practice of rewards for 
members who bring in new 
or reinstated members. He 
will award a Native Son belt 
buckle to any member who 
signs up two or more new or 
reinstated members during the 
membership year ending April 
30, 2017.

The continued health of our 
Order requires a continuing 
stream of new members to re-
place those lost through death, 
suspension, resignations and 
withdrawals.
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Stockton #7
Mathew J. Griffin

Placerville #9
John Zachry
Amador #17

William W. Byrd
Donald Ghormley III

Paul B. Gilbert
Jacob S. Heitz
Aaron Linker

Paul Smith
John Bidwell #21

Michael Baker
David Jackson

Dallas W. Lobmeyer
Michael Whittemore

San Jose #22
Lucy Ditri
Dan Ditri

Golden Gate #29
Gregory Stepanenko

Excelsior #31
Donald W. Brown

Salvatore J. Falcone
Michael Heidecker

Walter Hoeser
Daniel Mengod

Patrick W. Parsons
St. Helena #53

Trevor David Antognini
Robert Murphy

Matthew Sherwin
John Rodger West
Las Positas #96
Brick Montano

Leo Mitton Walton
Ramona #109

Alfred Castanon
James C. McHargue

Alfred Castanon
Arrowhead #110

Scott Bianchi
Magdalena Victoria Bianchi

Kathy J. Van Vleet
Eden #113

Charles James Bartlett

Piedmont #120
Steve Bristow

Steven Dorough
Gabilan #132
Paul E. Benoit
Mark Moreno

Jay Milton Muther, Jr.
Chispa #139

Daniel Charles Holley
Los Banos #206
Dennis Nunes

Gary Anthony Souza
San Luis Obispo #290

Tunny Ortali
Ed English

Ryan Patrick Galloway
Jeffrey Michael Le Quesne

Rick Rains
Ryan Smith

Guadalupe #231
Laura Galey
Fairfax #307

Jeffrey Martin Conway
Grant William Cox

Arron Honne
Jesse R. Olivotti

Jack Ortez, Jr
Gyani Franklin Richards

Paul Robinson
Shane Winslow          

[SF Call, August 22, 1904]
NATIVE SONS ARRANGE FOR GRAND CELEBRATION

San Francisco Will Join with Oakland in 
Night and Day Parade

The Joint 9th of September celebration committee of the Na-
tive Sons of the Golden West held a meeting last night, at which 
President O. L. Blackman presided. From reports made by various 
committees it appeared that the Native Sons in Oakland, where 
the celebration of Admission Day will be held, have completed 
arrangements for the event. The parlors of San Francisco Native 
Sons will co-operate. The various local subordinates will have a 
grand torchlight procession from the hall on Mason street to Mar-
ket and down that thoroughfare to the ferry. There will be a night 
parade in Oakland and a parade on the following day, with liter-
ary exercises. There will also be entertainments at the headquar-
ters by all the parlors. A number of the local parlors of the Native 
Daughters will take part in the parade.
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CALENDAR—CLIP AND SAVE
This calendar is compiled from parlor newsletters, press re-

leases and information supplied to Managing Editor Fred Codoni. 
Please advise him, at the address on page 4, at least 60 days before 
an event to insure timely publication. Note that some events are 
for members only. Further information on many of these events 
can be found in the pages of this issue of The Native Son.

Every Tuesday - Lunch for Native Sons and prospective mem-
bers at Fairfax #307’s hall, 135 Mitchell Drive, Fairfax (415 457-
7766). Reservations not required.   

OCTOBER
4 – Guadalupe #231 Lunch, Scottish Rite Masonic Center.
7 - Napa Valley First Friday Lunch Calistoga Parlor at the Fair-

grounds.
7-8 – Past Presidents Association General Assembly, Rancho 

Cordova.
12 – Santa Rosa #28 Fall Dinner, Parlor Hall.
15 – Solano #39 59th Anniversary Dinner, Stars Recreation 

Center, Vacaville.
16 – Chispa #139 Monthly Pancake Breakfast.
16-17 - Mt. Tam #64/NDGW #198 Reno Trip.
19 – Fairfax #307 Old Timers’ Night and Dinner.
21 – Redwood #66 Bear Lodge Dinner.
24 – Eden #113 Charitable Foundation Fundraiser Dinner.
26 – South SF #157 Octoberfest.
29 – Napa #62 Halloween Celebration for Children and Adults.
29-November 13 - PGP Bob and Dorothy Rogers Hawaiian 

Cruise.
31 – Ramona #109 Day at the Races.

NOVEMBER
1 – Guadalupe #231 Old Timers’ Lunch, Scottish Rite Masonic 

Center.
4 - Napa Valley First Friday Lunch, St. Helena Parlor hall.
11 - Las Positas #96 Anniversary Dinner.
16 – Santa Rosa #28 Thanksgiving Dinner, Parlor Hall.

DECEMBER
2– Napa Valley First Friday Lunch, Napa Parlor Hall. 
3 – Fairfax #307 Christmas Party, Marin Rod & Gun Club, San 

Rafael.
5 – Halcyon-Alameda #47 Christmas Party and 132nd Anniver-

sary Celebration.
6 – Guadalupe #231 Dinner, Scottish Rite Masonic Center.
10 – South SF #157 36th Annual Crab Feed, Our Lady of Per-

petual Help School, Daly City.
14  – Santa Rosa #28 Christmas Dinner, Parlor Hall.
16 – Chispa #139 Christmas Party.

2017
JANUARY

4 – Fairfax #307 Business Meeting and Formal Initiation, St. 
Rita Hall.

FEBRUARY
4 – Fairfax #307 Crab Feed, St. Rita Hall.
11 – Solano #39 Crab Feed, Fairfield Civic Center.

MARCH
3-5 – ‘49er Days, Grass Valley 
15 – Fairfax #307 St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, St. Rita Hall.

APRIL
19 – Fairfax #307 Lamb Feed, St. Rita Hall.


