Brothers, you are making me Proud!

My year is starting to wind down I can feel it. But, what you my brothers are doing is keeping me going and keeping my head up and chest pumped out proudly. Your contributions of time, money and other gifts no one will know about throughout our state are truly amazing. You have stepped up once again to help fire victims in our state, you answered the call to fund our presence in the Rose parade which we have missed for over 35 years, you have also stepped up to help us compile e-mails of our membership to the tune of close to 2,000 of our members, This last accomplishment will help us moving forward and hopefully you will all realize the dividends of receiving communications a little faster.

In that vein can each of you check with your Parlor’s Recording Secretaries to get the new password? It is still January but I have been asked about that subject many times in the last few days. If this is a problem or you have other problems, please contact me. We do not want to have communication problems in this day and age.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Another topic of communication that I need to get out to the membership is in regards to this year’s Grand Parlor. The location is Visalia, the Hotel is the Wyndham and the dates are May 13-16, 2019. This date change was necessitated due to outside forces beyond our control and was approved at our January Board meeting in Sacramento. Information regarding the Grand Parlor and its activities will be forthcoming. Once again I am looking forward to our membership stepping up and making this a well-attended event in the center of our great state.

As usual our membership woes started out in a downward trend. Now is the time for everyone to step up once again. I have quite a few belt buckles to hand out and all that each of you have to do is bring in two new members. Please challenge yourself to do just that. If you can bring in one member you are a good brother and can probably bring in one more. If you bring in a youthful member please ask them to bring a friend with them. I know that you know, we need younger members for us to mentor. Those of you who have been mentoring our younger members know the rewards that come with that.

Since everyone is in a giving mood, can you please send me your ideas on how to make things a little better? Also, if you think things are going well or getting better please by all means send me those messages also. I am pleased that so many of you are making my year such a memorable one for me. I tried to come in with no grand plans or expectations and I think it has worked. I have had no misgivings or letdowns and nothing but positive vibes from you and the general public, who are not members, as well. I think people are seeing that we are not history but that we are still making it and making others aware of it also. I am encouraged by some of the things that are in the works for us moving forward. Hopefully all of your labors in this organization are becoming fruitful for you and those around you. We are making meaningful strides so please keep it up. A great way to give is coming March 2-3, 2019 and that is San Francisco History Days at the San Francisco Mint. I believe if you give a little time to make this journey you will reap rewards greater than what you are giving. Please make the effort! Go online to check it out or contact Dennis McLaughlin of Guadalupe Parlor #231.

Are you using our website? I still hear a lot of questions about when and where are things and events are going on. 9 out of 10 times I can go to our www.nsgw.org website and the answer is there. Are you still using a phone? On more than one occasion I hear, they never answer their calls or e-mails; they never get back to me. Please make a phone call. If you cannot get answers from these two methods, I am still here. I will try to get you the answers you need. My e-mail is still the same as it was when I started this year nsgwgp142@gmail.com I still have the same phone number (831)524-1712. I am still here for you. I want your Native Son of the Golden West experience to be the best that it can be. If I do not get your question answered in a timely fashion please call me back. I would rather hear complaints come straight from you. Please feel free to go to the source when you are looking for information.

One last thing that I have not had time to track but I should, is, when I am contacting you about a website e-mail inquiry are you following up? For those of you that I have sent possible members to enroll, research to do or just a question that I feel you might have the needed expertise to answer. Are you following up and completing these tasks? I am entrusted with these requests and I really think you are doing a great job of following up on these as I have not had any 2nd request sent to us.

Again, Thank you all for what you are doing for our order!

In friendship, loyalty and charity,
Carey D. Pearce
Grand President 
Santa Lucia Parlor #97
