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Your 2016-2017 Grand Officers. Front row, left to right: Grand Marshal Matt Caselli, Grand 3VP James King, Jr PGP Dean Zellers,
Grand President Paul Lapachet, Grand 1VP Erik Christeson, Grand 2VP Carey Pearce, Grand Secretary James Riley. (Empty chair
second from left was for Grand Treasurer Don Schaffer, who was not able to attend the photo session because of illness). Back row, left
to right, Grand Organist William Moyer, Grand Outside Sentinel David Yarborough, Grand Trustees Joe Castillo, Jeff Schmidt, Carl
Von Bargen, Ron Brocco, Kris Nelson, Garry Devlin and George Adams; Grand Inside Sentinel Jerry Stinson.

Lapachet Installed as Grand President
Paul Lapachet of South San Francisco
#157 was installed as Grand President of
the Native Sons of the Golden West at the
conclusion of the 139th Grand Parlor in
Rohnert Park on May 19.
Two hundred and twenty delegates and
a like number of guests participated in the
five-day event which included a banquet,
picnic and Play Day games as well as three
days of business sessions.
Delegates considered 33 resolutions; results are shown on page 2.

The Annual “Cleft Palate March” netted
a total of $100,193 for the general fund and
$16,325 for the Memorial Fund for a grand
total of $116,518.
Attendance was good at training
workshops for parlor book officers and
dealing with website and information
services4 and parlor development and
recruiting.
Ladies enjoyed a luncheon on Monday at
a nearby restaurant..

See more 139th Grand Parlor
stories on pages 2, 3, 7, 13, 14
and 15.
Photostories on the Petaluma Adobe and the Donner
Monument are on pages 16
and 17.
If you’d like to receive future
issue by e-mail, send your email address to nsgwfpc@
comcast.net.
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139TH GRAND PARLOR
Disposition of Resolutions

Play Day Results

There were 33 resolutions presented for consideration by the
delegates to the 139th Grand Parlor. All except the following were
cosmetic changes to our constitutions and were passed.
Resolution No. 1 – Raised the annual registration fee from not
to exceed $85 to not to exceed $100 dollars. Passed.
Resolution No. 29 – Allowing meetings of grand trustees to occur before the first Board of Grand Officers meeting of the fiscal
year. Passed
Resolution No. 30 – Permitting citizens of the United States
who have resided in California for ten years or more to be eligible
for membership. Defeated.
Resolution No. 31 – Special Board of Grand Trustees meetings.
Defeated as not needed.
Resolution No. 33 – Setting meeting of 141st Grand Parlor at
Sacramento’s Red Lion Woodlake. Passed.

Billiards, Chairman Pat Stevens. There were five players. Winners were not listed.
Bowling, Chairman Bert Abreo. There were 18 bowlers. Men’s winners were Brice Walker, Buck Buckley and Tim Henderson. Women’s
winners were Ruth Abreo, Susie Colletti and Charlene Buckley.
Golf, Chairman Don Schaffer. Closest to hole, Jim Johnson. Low
gross, team play: Mike McDaniel, Chuck Simmons, Jim Wilmark.
Horseshoes, Chairman Dave Geschke. 1st Rob Samson and
Buck Buckley; 2nd Phil Bearry and Matt Minick; 3rd Jim Ish and
Bob Frillman; 4th Mark Mills and Dan Navarro; 5th Bobby Wong
and Dave Slade; 6th Mike McDaniel and Dana Sutter.

PC Tax Set at $34.36
Delegates to the 139th Grand Parlor approved a 2016-2017 Grand
Parlor budget totaling $339,620; with deductions for several income
items, the amount for the per capita tax is $272,819, resulting in a
tax of $34.36 per person versus $30.54 for fiscal 2015-2016.
Budget for general items increased 4.4%, mainly because of
$3,000 increase for Information Services, $2,000 increases for
The Native Son and Grand Officer Meetings, $1,200 increase for
Grand Parlor Committees and $1,000 increase for Organization.
Most significant decrease was $3,000 in Litigation Expenses.
Budget for the Grand Office increased 1.7%, with a $1,000 increase in the office assistant’s salary plus concurrent increases in
employee benefits and payroll taxes.
The continuing rise in the per capita tax results not only from Horseshoe is on its way after an expert toss by Jim Ish of Nicasio
increasing costs for our activities, but also from the continuing drop #183. Brother Jim and partner Bob Frillman placed third.
in membership. If the Native Sons currently had 9,000 members, the
Pedro, Chairman Joe Sangiacomo; 1st Dave Sereni; 2nd Stan
pc tax would be $30.31; with 10,000 members it would be $27.28.
Anderson; 3rd Fred Schwab; Booby Prize, tie between Al Saroff
and Bill Segale.
Skeet and Trap, Chairman Steve Wong. There were 16 shooters. 1st Jason Vernazzo; 2nd Dave Slade; 3rd Dakota Faillers.

David “Kiwi” Yarborough presents his “Emperor’s Trophy” to
Chris Adams of Napa #62. Kiwi gives this annual award to a parlor he considers most representative of the spirit and friendship of Grand President Zellers presents “Native Son of the Year” award
to Bob Fletcher of Golden Gate #29.
the Native Sons of the Golden West. Fairfax #307 won last year.
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Lawsuit Settled
As a result of an incident at the 137th
Grand Parlor in Lemoore in 2014 where
someone placed a “hit piece” denigrating
one of the candidates for Grand Parlor office, the alleged offended parties (Ferndale
#93, PGP Allan Baird and Jack E. Jones)
sued the grand president who presided over
the 137th Grand Parlor, plus two past grand
presidents and 30 does.
The suit was filed in Humboldt County,
but later transferred to Amador County as
none of the defendants resided in Humboldt
County.
On March 23, 2016, the parties executed
a settlement, with the plaintiffs waiving
all legal claims against the defendants and
agreeing to “cease all NSGW activities related to any disputes arising from the 137th
Grand Parlor in Lemoore, and waive forever the right to bring charges or to commence any and all internal proceedings
against any member of the NSGW arising
from or surrounding the 137th Grand Parlor in Lemoore.”
By settling, the defendants admitted no
wrongdoing with regards to the issues surrounding the case. The total cost to Grand
Parlor is unknown at this time, with the actual cost thus far being $1,365. The Grand
Parlors officers and directors insurance
company assigned legal counsel for the
Grand Parlor.
The identity of the person or persons responsible for distributing the “hit piece”
has never been determined.
In a letter to the membership, Grand
President Dean Zellers said “For 140 years,
our constitution has provided the guidance
for our existence as an Order. While not
addressing each situation that might arise,
it has set the parameters for our Order to
operate. It has not only provided the means
for resolving disagreements, but also the
procedures for amending the process when
it no longer fits our current needs. It is not
likely that the constitution will address
every situation, but it does need to be applied uniformly and consistently. Lawsuits
should never be the means for resolving
our differences. If you believe that lawsuits
are the only means for doing so, we may
as well turn in our charters and close the
doors. No organization will withstand the
pettiness and be able to absorb the repercussions of such action. Please choose your
actions wisely, my brothers.”
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Sloat Landing
Commemoration
Recently-re-instituted Monterey Parlor
#75 invites all Native Sons of the Golden
West to celebrate the anniversary of Commodore Sloat’s Landing in Monterey at the
Customs House in Monterey on Saturday,
July 9.
This event commemorates the proclamation of the United States’ annexation of
California after the surrender of the Mexican garrison. Further information is available at (831) 524-1712.

Time for Lotts Lake!
By MIKE HEMMINGS
Lotts Lake Chairman
It’s time for the Native Sons to dust off
the camping gear and fishing poles and
come join us around the campfire at Lotts
Lake. This year we will be gathering August 13 to the 21.
We’ll be working on the central gathering area. This will involve digging some
holes and mixing concrete. The second annual fishing derby and the potluck dinner
will take place Saturday night.
Looking forward to seeing you at the
lake! For information contact Mike Hemmings at (530) 913-6184 or at highdollar56@gmail.com.

New Membership
Special Fund Raiser App Available
Winners Listed
Thanks to Georgetown #91’s Jerry StinJosephine Buckley, wife of Felix Buckley of Guadalupe #231, won $1,000 in the
Special Fund Raiser drawing at the 139th
Grand Parlor.
Other winners were William Cattaneo ($750),
Hank Arkin ($500), David Franzoia ($250), John
Sangiacomo, Rob Samson and Larry Yungblut
($100 each), Tom Vargas, Frank Venturelli, Ken
Rose and Richard Day ($50 each).
Proceeds of the fund raiser go to reduce
the Grand Parlor per capita tax.

Check out the
Native Sons
Website
for The Native Son in full color
and
newsletters from other parlors.
Just go to www.nsgw.org.

son, with the help of several other Native
Sons, the Order has published a new membership application.
Describing our Order as “A Unique Experience for Californians,” the full-color,
tri-fold app includes a description of our
activities and a page for a prospective
member to sign up. That page can be removed and given to the parlor recording
secretary for processing; the prospective
member can keep the rest of the app as a
reminder of our work and his (hopefully)
upcoming membership.
The app has space for local parlors to
place a sticker with their local information.
To see the new application in full color,
go to www.nsgw.org.
The new apps may be ordered from the
Grand Parlor office. There is no charge for
the apps.
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GRAND PRESIDENT

ESSAY CONTEST WINNER
Paul Lapachet

Dear Brothers:
Thank you for the confidence you have shown in electing me as
Grand President of the Native Sons of the Golden West. It is my
honor to serve you and our Order in this role.
To those who may not know me, allow me to begin by telling
you a little about myself. I was born in San Francisco and raised
in Daly City. I graduated Serra High School in San Mateo and
the University of California, San Diego. My wife Jaye and I have
been married for 27 years. We have
one child, William, who just finished
his freshman year in college. I work
for the University of California, San
Francisco (UCSF) in Audit and Advisory Services. Prior to working
at UCSF, I worked as an auditor for
various financial institutions.
I am a 17-year member of the Native Sons, joining South San Francisco Parlor #157 in July 1999 along
with my brothers Robert and Richard. We were sponsored by our dad
Bob. I was installed as parlor president in July 2002 and served two consecutive terms. Currently,
I am the financial secretary for South San Francisco Parlor. I’ve
been on several Grand Parlor committees prior to winning election to the Board of Grand Trustees. I have attended almost every
Grand Parlor since 2001, first as a parlor delegate, then as a committee member and finally as a grand officer.
We have just concluded another very successful Grand Parlor.
The business sessions were occupied with the delegates considering more than 30 resolutions, nomination speeches for grand officers, reports from various committees and the Cleft Palate March.
Out of session, delegates and guests enjoyed hospitality rooms
(including one that was raising funds for the Historical Preservation Foundation), various Play Day events, the Grand Banquet and
training workshops. A more complete report of the Grand Parlor
events can be found elsewhere in this issue of The Native Son.
Brothers, this is your Order; as a member of the Natives Sons
you are welcome at parlors throughout the state. I encourage you
to visit other parlors. Summer is almost upon us—now is a perfect
time to get out and meet your brothers of these parlors. Parlors
throughout the state are hosting many special events, including
parades, barbecues and picnics.
Two events coming up very soon commemorate very important chapters of our state’s history. The first is the raising of the
California Bear Flag which will be celebrated on Sunday, June 12
in Sonoma. The Second is Commodore Sloat’s landing in Monterey and claiming of California for the United States. This will be
celebrated in Monterey on Saturday, July 9. Details on these and
other events can also be found in The Native Son and the calendar
page on our Order’s website, nsgw.org.
I hope to keep up the momentum built by Past Grand President
Tim Tullius and Jr. PGP Zellers. As in previous years we should
follow up on the goals of our predecessors as we strive to finish
the goals that were not completed. We all have one ultimate goal:

Bridget Dillon
Bridget Dillon from Hidden Valley Elementary School in San
Anselmo won the NSGW Essay Contest with this submission.
Mission San Diego
As my sides glisten in the sun with my curved golden body, I
wait to alert the people below me of the day’s activities that lie
ahead. I hang proud and tall, tucked into the walls of Mission San
Diego. I am imperative to the success of the mission’s daily routines. I am the San Diego Mission Bell!
The mission I hang in was founded by Father Fray Serra on July
16, 1769. The mission I oversee was the first of 21 missions to be
built. The daily life on the mission keeps me occupied. On the
mission, I hear the padres teach the neophytes Christianity, and
they also supervise the Native Americans to make sure they don’t
run off. Being on the mission, I have seen the Native Americans
work together to clear the land, construct buildings, tend to the
livestock, and cook meals. My purpose includes calling everyone
to church at sunset, and I also announce that lunch is ready. I am
also useful when visitors arrive. I am very handy because when
guests arrive, the people cooking or making the beds are alerted
with one ring for each guests arriving. My most important job of
all, however, is when danger is near! Mission inhabitants would
ring a warning and that way some people could get to safety and
some would prepare to protect the mission.
I am very proud to know that my skills are appreciated and useful at Mission San Diego. I was built so that I would last and watch
over all of the people at Mission San Diego. People from all over
the world come to read me, look at me, and ring me. I am a historical art piece!
to preserve the finest fraternal organization in California for our
children and for their children. Specifically, I want to continue the
use of technology to support the Order in accomplishing its goals
and mission. Fortunately, I do not walk this path alone, as one
member does not run the Order but can only hope to guide it during his term. In the past days and weeks, many brothers have come
forward to offer their support on this journey. I know I will be able
to call on support from my family, my parlor, Grand Officers, Past
Grand Presidents and members in this endeavor.
I look forward to meeting you during my travels to discuss ideas
for meeting the challenges our Order faces and answer your questions on the improvement of our Order. Thank you again for entrusting me with special responsibility; I hope that I can truly earn
the title “Worthy” Grand President
In Friendship, Loyalty and Charity
Paul D. Lapachet
140th Grand President Native Sons of the Golden West
THE NATIVE SON
Fred Codoni, Managing Editor
Published bi-monthly by the Native Sons of the Golden
West from its headquarters at 414 Mason Street, Suite 300,
San Francisco, CA 94102, for distribution to its members.
Parlors offering material for publication should send it,
along with parlor newsletters, letters to the editor and advertising inquiries to Fred Codoni, 162 Porteous Avenue,
Fairfax 94930, e-mail nsgwfpc@comcast.net. Send address
changes to Grand Parlor, 414 Mason Street, Suite 300, San
Francisco, CA 94102, or e-mail to nsgwgp@pacbell.net.
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HPF REPORT
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PAST PRESIDENTS ASSN.
The PPA – Who Are We?

Final Report - 2015-2016
By PGP DAVID ALLEN, Chairman
The Past Presidents Association of the Native Sons of the
The purpose of the Historical Preservation Foundation of the
Golden
West has been organized for the purpose of furthering the
Native Sons of the Golden West is to make California and Ameriinterests
and well-being of the Order; to encourage members of
can history accessible, informative, meaningful and entertaining
subordinate
parlors in the work of the Order, and to bring about
for the public through the preservation, sponsorship and promoa
higher
understanding
and appreciation of the objects, purposes
tion of historical sites and of events to commemorate historical
and aims of the Native Sons
dates. That is how this report was started last year and continues
of the Golden West, to disto be the motivating factor for the HPF. This year the HPF mainseminate its principles to
tained its course and was able to fulfill and carry on its mission in
the world at large, to enlist
numerous ways to make a difference on its journey of recognizthe older members more
ing and assisting in the preservation and education of California
fully in the good work of
history.
our Order, and to revive the
In 2015-2016 the HPF granted or pledged just under $35K to ten
dominant interests heredifferent groups and entities throughout California. As the 2016tofore taken by many past
2017 year begins the HPF is poised again to fund many interesting
presidents in their early
and diverse projects.
days in the Order, to cultiOver the last four years, the HPF has been able to make dovate and encourage socianations to various entities throughout the state of California for
bility and fraternity among
a total of just over $100K in grants and pledges. Currently only
the members of the Assothe smaller grants and matching grants have come to fruition and
ciation, as well as among
they have been sponsored or matched by the HPF. As the list of
Grand Trustee Kris Nelson is also
the members of the Order,
donations grows and the track record grows, the Foundation will
governor general of the PPA.
and to be an incentive to the
eventually begin to seek and hopefully receive larger grants as
members
of
the
Order
to
pass
through
the chairs, giving them
was the original plan. This is not an overnight process and will
something
higher
to
look
forward
to.
take years for us to reach our full potential, but the HPF continues
Any member in good standing in the Order can qualify for
to move in the right direction.
membership
in the Past Presidents Association (PPA) if they have
In continuing with the commitment to education, as in years
been
installed
as a junior past president of the NSGW or have
past the HPF was able to provide a $1,000 scholarship to a deservbeen
re-elected
as president of an NSGW parlor.
ing student to the Western Archive Institute. The students came
The
PPA
has
assisted the NSGW in the following: dedications,
from a candidates’ pool provided by the Secretary of the State of
initiations,
funeral
rituals, advanced parlor training (advising poCalifornia.
tential
book
officers
and education in the offices of the NSGW),
A request from St Helena Parlor #53 was matched by the HPF.
supporting
grand
officer
candidates and hosting a dinner for the
That total in turn was matched by the National Trust for Historic
serving
grand
president,
holding
monthly meetings and dinners,
Preservation. The Historic Trust Foundation matches up to 50%
social
and
NSGW
networking
and
sponsoring community teams.
of the cost for a historic structure report with the remaining 50%
To
join
or
for
further
information
contact Kristofer Nelson at
match having to come from other sources.
(707)
332-2376,
krisnelson@aol.com,
or Donna Fletcher (650)
You can see that there are many ways in which the HPF can pro755-5518,
rdflet29@yahoo.com.
vide services to the Order. From matching grants to cash awards
to behind the scenes work, the HPF is constantly looking for ways
to promote California history and the Native Sons of the Golden
A Past Presidents Association initiatory team led by Governor
West and most importantly tell the story of California.
General Kris Nelson initiated ten members into four assemblies
The HPF wishes to thank each and every member of the Native
Sons along with the parlors for their continued support and faith during the 139th session of Grand Parlor. Joining were John Cortez and Ken Osterlund (Assembly #1); Bill Arnold, Mike Grainin the mission of the HPF.
There is some exciting news that is on the horizon. As many of er, Gary Norwood and Carl Von Bargen (Assembly #6); Gary
you know after several years of visitations and time by the HPF, Padgett, Diane Porterfield and James Yant (Assembly #9); and
the Native Sons of the Golden West was able to be present at the Sherry Livingston (Assembly #14).
Others on the initiatory team were Past Governors General
Native Sons dedication ceremony for the new museum at Donner
J.
Michael Anthony and Bob Fletcher, Donna Fletcher and Don
Memorial State Historic Park in Truckee on June 6, 2015. There
Meyers.
were over 500 in attendance for this ceremony on that beautiful
Sierra morning. It was an outstanding day for the Native Sons.
We are happy to print letters from Native Sons within the
As many of you know this was the first project of this magnitude
limits
of our cardinal virtues of Friendship, Loyalty and Charthat was attempted by the Native Sons. It was started in 1898 and
ity.
Views
in the letters do not necessarily coincide with the
finished in 1918, with the park and monument given over to the
views
of
the
editors or the Grand Parlor of the Native Sons of
state in 1928. Even though the Native Sons is not in the lead posithe
Golden
West.
See HPF, page 6

PPA Initiates Ten New Members
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Southern California Historic Town of
Weekend Scheduled Locke Dedicated

Daughters, Locke Foundation members,
and guests in attendance at the dedication led by Grand President Dean Zellers
and his team, which also included Native
Daughter Grand President Bonnie Taber.
It was a very special dedication for me as
I was able to meet several representatives
from the area and from outside who turned
out to either be related to friends or family
I know.
Elk Grove Parlor #41 was instrumental in coordinating the dedication and
did an excellent job on the preparation of
the plaque. The NSGW HPF purchased
a tile that is in the Locke Memorial Park
and Monument. Following the dedication we enjoyed lunch at the iconic Al the
Wop’s Restaurant in Locke where steaks,
burgers, and other items are served with
grilled French bread and peanut butter and
marmalade.

The Annual Southern California Weekend will be held in Pomona August 19-21.
Headquarters will be the Kellogg West
Hotel/Cal Poly Pomona, 3801 West Temple
Avenue. Reservations are available at (909)
869-2222.
The event begins Friday, August 19 with
a hospitality room, followed at 5:30 by wine
and dinner alfresco at the historic Phillips
Mansion. Tours of this unique house will
be available, followed by a twilight lantern
walk through nearby Spadra Pioneer Cemetery.
Saturday, August 20, there’ll be a dedication of La Casa Primera. Built in 1837,
it is the oldest home in the Pomona Valley. Attendees can walk through the adobe
and then delight in a picnic luncheon on
the grounds. Tours of the Kellogg House,
the Arabian Horse Center and the Cal Poly
Farm Store will be offered throughout the
afternoon. At 4:30, there will be an initiation ceremony, followed by cocktails, dinner and a fascinating program about the
Lost City of Spadra.
Sunday August 21 marks the annual St.
John’s Hospital Appreciation Brunch in
Santa Monica. This free event is always a
pleasure to attend as a generous check is
presented to the hospital and we are updated with the latest progress in Cleft Palate
research.
Information is available from Teresa
Diaz at (626) 483-1764, tdiaz52@aol. com.
HPF

By STEVE WONG
There were many Native Son events in
April, but I was only able to attend the dedication of the rural town of Locke on April
24.
Locke is in the upper Delta near Walnut
Grove. It is a community started in 1915
and inhabited primarily by Chinese. The
land where original residents built homes
and businesses was originally on the Locke
Ranch, whose owner gave permission to build
at Locke Port (about a mile north of Walnut
Grove). Today, the land could be bought by
the families of original inhabitants.
Many structures have been restored and
opened as businesses or historical places
for visitors.
There were many Native Sons, Native

Native Sons and Daughters gather around new plaque honoring the town of Locke. Photo
by Paula Wong.

Hall Association Report
Continued from page 5

tion this time, through networking and new associations, the HPF
is now poised to up the ante and jointly participate with the Sierra
State Parks Foundation and California State Parks. Scaffolding is
going up around the monument within the next few months and
by the end of the year, the restoration of the monument should be
“shovel ready.” This should make the project ready to start a capital fundraising campaign to finance the restoration of the Pioneer
Monument.
After Grand Parlor it was apparent to see that there are many
that do not see what is going on with this Foundation. False accusations and misinformation have not been beneficial either. If
you have questions or want information please contact one of the
HPF board members. Members of the HPF Board will be made
available to be guest speakers at your parlor at the earliest possible date.
Until next time, Happy Trails

The San Francisco Hall Association held its Annual Stockholders Meeting March 8. Hall Association President PGP Joe Ursino
reported the NSGW building at 414 Mason is fully occupied with
renters. Recent major projects included upgrading the elevator and
remodeling public restrooms. The 8th floor meeting room is now
available for rent by the hour on weekdays. The Board voted to
match last year’s dividend of $4.75 per share and again sponsor the
NSGW Scholarship Contest and donate to the NSGW Charitable
Foundation. The Hall Association will be sponsoring a bus trip
from San Francisco to the Annual Flag Day Ceremony in Sonoma
on June 12.

Mt. Tam Steak Barbecue
Mt. Tam #64 will have a steak barbecue at Druids Hall in Novato on Thursday, August 11, beginning at 6 p.m.
Everyone is invited.
Reservations are required from Bob Rogers (415) 897-8386,
bndrogers@verizon.net.
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NSGW CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
Here is a list of recent dona- In Memory of Charles Mitchell
tions to our Charitable FoundaCambria Parlor #152
tion in honor or memory of.
In Memory of Robert Shea
Such donations are a fine way
Joe & Marilou Ursino
to honor deceased members, In Memory of Raymond Lippert
friends or relatives. The ChariLeanora M. Grenz
table Foundation is a 501( c)(3) In Memory of Thomas C. Terrell
organization and all contribuSteve & Patty Day
tions are tax deductible. You
Richard Day
can find the 2015 Cleft Palate
In Memory of Bruce Hiebert
March, Total Donations and our
Greg & Lani Watkins
Donation Form on our website, In Memory of Cal Terhune-Ione #33
nsgw.org. Click “Community
Harly & Judy Harty
Involvement.”
In Memory of Bruce Brazil- Ione #33

Charitable Foundation Chairman PGP Joe Ursino receives donations from parlors and individuals at the annual “Cleft Palate
March” at the 139th Grand Parlor.

“Cleft Palate March” Nets $116,518
By BOB SANTOS
The “Cleft Palate March” at the 139th Grand Parlor yielded a total
of $116,518.33. The directors of the NSGW Charitable Foundation
wish to thank all the parlors, brothers and individuals who donated.
Without your generous donations this would not be possible.
A full list of donors and amounts will be on the website for your
viewing (nsgw.org). Again thank you for helping children with
cleft palates and other craniofacial anomalies.
RECAPULATION
PARLORS......................................... $80,002.33
OTHERS ............................................ $10,255.00
PERSONAL .........................................$2,850.00
MEMORIAL FUND$ .........................16,325.00
NSGW FUNDRAISER .......................$7,086.00
TOTAL .........................................................$116,518.33

Hecht’s Legend Lives On
Ten years after his death, the legend of Mt. Tam #64’s Brother
Artie Hecht lives on.
A 75+ year
member of the
Native
Sons,
Brother
Artie
loved to scatter
golden
poppy
seeds during his
travels in California; many of
the poppies we
see today resulted from his efforts.
Recently, Hileri Shand of Santa

Harly & Judy Harty
In Memory of Joseph Rinaldi
Dolores- California Parlor #1
In Memory of Bill Parker- Ione #33
Philip & Barbara Lyons
Harly & Judy Harty
Anthony & Pat Colonnese
In Memory of Ann Pisenti
Joe & Marilou Ursino
Beach-Burow
Diane & Pat Ellis
Wes Colgan Jr. & Family
Lana Appenrodt
In Memory of Marian Hulett-Smith
Rosalie Hare
Wes Colgan Jr. & Family
Josie Masciaga
In
Memory
of Craig R. Hampton
Janice Greppi
Brian & Betsy Hampton
Sandra & Jere Driscoll
In Memory of Karen Hurlbut
Robert & Kathy Santos
Joe & Linda Neitzel
In Memory of Cristene Malcolm
Oakes
In Memory of Sabra Skelton
Eden Parlor #113
Jim & Pat Riley
In Memory of Fay James
For Cleft Palate Fund
Cambria Parlor #152
Walt & Nancy Hyde
In Memory of Henry Helmers
Vic Hansen
Peter Samardizch
Marin Community Foundation
In Memory of Jack K. Gardner
Silicon Valley Community
Peter Samardizch
Foundation
In Memory of Betty Chianese
Richard
& Susan Serpa
Ronald & Rita Holliday
United
Way
California
In Memory of Ralph Cordero
Matching Fund
Jim & Pat Riley

Rosa contacted The Native Son to advise she and her family were
so inspired by Brother Artie that they vowed to continue his work
by preparing and sending packets of poppy seeds to family members for distribution throughout the state. Hileri advised that the
effort has spread to her children, grandchildren, cousins, school
groups—more than 100 people.
Photo at left shows poppies growing in the garden in front of
Fairfax Parlor’s hall. Artie was known as “The Father of Fairfax
Parlor,” since he was instrumental in starting it back in 1949.
Artie would be proud!
Leo Lavio
Native Sons throughout the Order
knew Nicasio #183’s Leo Lavio, who
died recently. A true, dedicated member of the Order, for many years he
hosted Nicasio’s meetings in the basement of his ranchhouse near the MarinSonoma County line. May he rest in
peace in the Grand Parlor on High.
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PARLOR ACTIVITIES
Cruise to Hawaii This October!
Help Past Grand President Bob and Dorothy Rogers celebrate
their 50th wedding anniversary by joining them on a great 15-day
cruise round trip on Princess Cruises from San Francisco to the
Hawaiian Islands October 29 to November 13, 2016.
Call Pat Honeycutt at Just Travel in Novato for information at
(415) 209-9490. Those who book early will get the best selection
of cabins and the best rates. Everyone is welcome.

Elk Grove #41
Is Very Active
Having completed the dedication of Historic Locke, members of Elk Grove #41 are looking for projects and dedications
involving the Sheldon Rhoades
Mahone Ranch, since 1841; site
of Adobe built by Daylor for
Sheldon’s Grant 1841; relocation of Murphy Corral to New
Mall and re-dedication; and
dedication of the parlor’s building in Elk Grove.

Silver Star
Raffling Guns
Silver Star #63 is holding
a raffle for two rifles and a
shotgun. Tickets are $30 each
or two for $50 for a first prize
of a Henry Golden Boy Military Service Tribute Edition
($1,200 value); second prize of
a Mossberg Patriot Bolt Rifle
($800 value) and third prize
of a Remington Model #870
Pump Action Shotgun ($500
value).
Tickets are available at (916)
342-3709; only 250 tickets will
be sold. Drawing will be held
December 15, 2016.

Guadalupe 231’s Lunch and
Dinner Menu for 2016
Guadalupe’s monthly lunches and dinners are held at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 2850 19th Avenue in San Francisco following the regular parlor meeting on the first Tuesday of every
month. Native Son members are encouraged to attend the parlor
meeting before lunch or dinner. Lunch and dinner are open to all
Native Sons, relatives, and friends. Cost of lunch is $10 and din-

Enjoy the
Races and
Raise Money!

ner is $15, including beverages. Reservations are required from
Wayne Warden at (650) 726-4597.
July 5 - Grilled Chicken Breast, Orzo Pasta Salad
August 2 - Grilled Pork Chops, Artichoke Vegetable Salad
September 6 (Dinner) - Italian Sausage & Pasta
Native Sons have been inOctober 4 - Cube Steak with Mushroom Gravy
vited to volunteer as ushers
November 1 - Baked Ham
during the 2016 race season at
December 6 (Dinner) - Baked Salmon
Sonoma Raceway. The average
pay is $110 per day per volunteer, all of which goes to the
Chispa #139 invites everyone to its pancake breakfasts on the
volunteer’s parlor.
third
Sunday of each month at its hall in Murphys. Price of $7.50
Raceway officials say ushers
provides
all-you-can-eat helpings of pancakes, sausage, scram“must be willing to smile and
solve issues in all sections of the bled eggs, biscuits and gravy and coffee and orange juice from
track during the races.” Each 7:30 to 11:30 a.m.
day volunteers commit to 8-hour
shifts. Volunteers are to wear
The Annual Harry Smith Memorial Golf Tournament will be
black or khaki pants and comfortable shoes; the raceway will held Saturday, July 16, at the Poplar Creek Golf Course in San
provide collared shirts and hats. Mateo and will be followed by a barbecue and awards dinner at
A full, free breakfast and din- the San Mateo Elks Club. Cost is $90 and includes golf, dinner
ner will be provided at base camp and prizes. Send checks to Don Smith, 868 Coral Drive, Rodeo,
at Gate 7. Overnight camping is CA 94572 by July 1.
available at base camp; campers
must reserve a spot three weeks
prior to each event.
Past Grand President Dean
Zellers, chairman of the volunteer effort, is asking each parlor to bring six volunteers: one
manager and five volunteers
over 18. The next events are
June 25 and 26. This is a great
way to raise funds for your parlor! Contact Brother Zellers at
(707) 337-9119 or by e-mail at
dean@zellersins.com.

Sunset Celebrating Founder’s Day
Sunset Parlor #26 invites Natives Sons and Daughters to a
Founder’s Day Celebration on Monday, July 11, from 6:30 to
9:00 at Sutter’s Fort, 27th and K Streets, Sacramento. The event
will include dinner, non-alcoholic beverages, dessert and a brief
speech about General A.M. Winn.
Tickets are $10 per person, collected at the gate. RSVP to Ken
Knott, 1179 Theo Way, Sacramento 95822, or by email to Timetraveler49@comcast.net by July 1st. Street parking is free after 6:00 pm.

Chispa Offers Breakfasts

Memorial Golf Tourney July 16

NSGW Flag Designed
Joshua Lipps, son of Halcyon-Alameda #47’s Treasurer Frank
George, designed this flag designed to be flown inside or outside
of NSGW meeting locations. H-A’s President Ed McLean emphasized that at this time the parlor is trying to determine if other
parlors would like such a flag. No price has been set. If your parlor
would be interested, contact Brother Ed at e2ehome@aol.com. To
see the flag in full color, check the Web edition of The Native Son
at www.nsgw.org.
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DEATHS
May the Lord grant eternal rest in the Grand Parlor on High to
these brothers.
HONORED DEAD
Frank Cardoza Jr., John C. Fremont #293: Attended the 84th,
87th, 88th, and 89th sessions of Grand Parlor as a delegate.
Joseph Corvi, South San Francisco #157: Attended the 119th
session of Grand Parlor as a delegate.
San Miguel #150
DECEASED BROTHERS

St. Helena Parlor Gets Grant
The National Trust for Historic Preservation has granted St.
Helena #53 $5,000 to fund a historic structure report on the parlor’s 100-year-old hall.
Stephanie Meeks, president of the NTHS, said “Organizations like the
Native Sons of the Golden West help to ensure that communities and
towns all across America retain their unique sense of place. We are honored to provide a grant to NSGW Parlor 53, which will use the funds to
help preserve an important piece of our shared national heritage.”
The two-story hall consists of a meeting hall and a large indoor
pavilion. Both sections are representative of the Italian villa architectural style common in St. Helena during its early growth period
from the late 19th to early 20th centuries.
“The hall is a unique community amenity for St. Helena,” said
Phil Murphy, St. Helena Parlor’s president. “The building functions as both our meeting hall and events center. It hosts diverse
civic, cultural, charitable and social events year-round. The Hall
gives the community an affordable place to hold events. If the facility becomes unusable, the local community would suffer.”

Bench in front of
St. Helena’s hall
memorializes member Bill Bartolucci.

Placerville #9
Dorman Caldwell
Carroll R. Davidson
Robert E. Springer
Humboldt #14
Anthony Joseph Gosselin, Jr.
Santa Rosa #28
Frederick Rodack
St. Helena #53
Thomas Edward Burke
Jesse Torres
Quartz #58
Maskey Martin Heath
Dana Ruben
William F. Thomas
Auburn #59
Art Simpson
Napa #62
Gerald Whitney
Vallejo #77
James E. O’Brien
Santa Lucia #97
Christopher Ray Burditt
George Condon Kraul
Arrowhead #110
Francis Marion Dale
Sonoma #111
Steven Eugene Cattalini
Eden #113
Steve Rubiolo
National #118
Ralph J. Pujolar
Gabilan #132
Ralph Guido Micheletti
Chispa #139
Allan H. Corell

Marshall Burns
South San Francisco #157
William Frank Eskesen
Washington #169
Allen Peek
Elmer Alva Lavio
Los Banos #206
Arnold Freitas
Frank Gallichio
Twin Peaks #214
Harold C. Faulkner
Estudillo #223
Donald McGue
Guadalupe #231
Robert E. Bertani
Rev. Thomas Seagrave
San Luis Obispo #290
Roger Marshall
John C. Fremont #293
Hamilton Machado
Louis Serpa
Fairfax #307
Thaddeus Paul DeMartini
Col. Nelson M. Holderman #316
William Allen Bullock
Gildo Delmenico

Deadline for submissions
of articles, letters and
advertising to the
August- September issue
of
The Native Son is
July 15, 2016.
Contact the Grand Parlor
office for
dvertising rates.
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RETRO RAMBLINGS
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streetcar and its role in the development of California and the
West Coast. It is operated by the Bay Area Electric Railroad
Association and it is dedicated to the preservation of electric
railway operation in California. The museum has several light rail
cars in its collection and operates them on track which was once
part of the Sacramento Northern Railway. There is a small
museum, a gift shop and a car barn with several trolley cars from
around the world on display.
The museum offers excursions using several different operational trolley cars and often there is a specific theme. Around Halloween there is a Pumpkin Patch excursion and in the spring there
are wine tasting and wildflower excursions.
The museum is open Saturdays and Sundays from 10:30 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. and on Wednesdays through Sundays from 10:30
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. from Memorial Day through Labor Day. For
more information and train schedules visit their website at www.
wrm.org.
Food and History
After riding the train, you might feel a bit hungry. The city of
Rio Vista is just a few minutes east of the museum on Highway 12.
One of the best places to eat is Foster’s Bighorn, 143 Main Street,
Rio Vista, CA. (707-374-2511) Foster’s is a Rio Vista institution.
The restaurant boasts a collection of over 300 animal trophies collected by Bill Foster, the original owner of the restaurant. The food
is good, the service friendly and efficient and the bar has eight
beers on tap, should you be thirsty. For their menu please visit:
www.fostersbighorn.com.
Finally, just a bit further east on Highway 12 is the historic Chinese town of Locke. Locke began as a community built by and for
Chinese agricultural laborers. There are several points of interest
including the Dai Loy Museum, The Chinese Association Museum, The Locke Memorial Park and Monument, and, of course,
Al’s Place Restaurant, better known as “Al The Wop’s” (13639
Main Street, Locke, 916-776-1800).
Getting there: From San Francisco take the Bay Bridge to Interstate 80 East and then take Exit 43 off of Interstate 80 on to
California 12 East. The Western Railway Museum will be on your
right. [The Native Son Managing Editor Fred Codoni volunteers
at the museum every Thursday from Memorial Day to Labor Day
and welcomes all Native Sons and families.]

By DOUGLAS LOVE
Chairman, California History Board
California is the birthplace and home of “car culture.” Before
the introduction of the Model T by the Ford Motor Company
in 1908, automobiles were the playthings of the wealthy. They
were expensive, difficult to operate and unreliable. Even though
automakers were producing automobiles in the United States as
early as 1897, most Californians relied on horses, buggies, wagons and streetcars for transportation. With the introduction of
the Model T, this all began to change. Automobiles began to become commonplace and affordable. As early as 1912, California
began construction on a system of interconnected, standardized
highways.
Moving to the “Country”
After World War II returning servicemen came home and
wanted to begin “normal” lives, which had been put on hold during the war. This included moving from the cities to the newly
built, far flung suburbs, settling down and starting a family, and,
of course, buying a shiny new automobile. Nowhere was this
more evident than in California, especially Southern California. Because of the distances Californians had to commute and
because of the State Highway system, the state was set for the
development of a new cultural outlook, one with the automobile
as its centerpiece. For most Americans and Californians in particular, the automobile meant freedom, ease of travel and became
a status symbol.
Here in the Golden State, a car was much more than that. It
became ingrained in our identity. It was celebrated in movie and
song. The automobile was part of us. From “Little Deuce Coupe”
to “Do You Know The Way To San Jose” to “All I Wanna Do” by
Sheryl Crow, from “My Mother The Car” to “Herbie The Love
Bug” to “American Graffiti” to the “Fast and Furious” franchise,
California has been promoting the love of the automobile for
years.
Streetcars and Short Lines
But what of the era before the automobile? How did Californians travel to enjoy the riches of our State? Well, the answer was
rail. For decades, Californians relied on streetcars, intercity rail
and transcontinental rail to travel. In the
late 1800s to early 1900s every city had a
streetcar line, every town was connected
by rail and every short line railroad was
connected to the great transcontinental
route.
In 1873, San Francisco started the first
cable car lines. In 1901, both the Los
Angeles and Pacific Electric Railways
began service in Southern California.
Street cars and light rail carried more
passengers on a daily basis than the Central Pacific or the Union Pacific. Today we
celebrate the achievements of Crock- er,
Huntington, Stanford and Hopkins, but
the streetcars which provided daily
transportation for thousands are largely
Late afternoon light illuminates Sacramento Northern Railroad No. 1005 at the Western
forgotten.
Railway Museum. Restoring the interurban to this condition took 13 years and an expenThe Western Railway Museum, 5848 diture of more than $250,000—with volunteer labor. In regular service until 1940, No.
State Highway 12, Suisun City (707- 374- 1005 once glided over these rails at up to 70 mph on its route from San Francisco to Chico
2978), is a museum dedicated to the
via Sacramento.
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Welcome to our new members! We hope you will be active in
your own parlor and visit neighboring parlors.
Stockton #7
Darren J. Pluth
Humboldt #14
Adrian M. Corder
Victor Green
Dane W. Hart
William L. Woodruff
Amador #17
Scott William Hooper
Robert Deakin Jabez
Zachary Donovan Kendrick
Ross Lagoria
Timothy Wildlund
John Bidwell #21
Steve Cherms
Tim Dobson
San Jose #22
Michael DeSando
Santa Rosa #28
Anthony J. Grado
Gary Greenough
Golden Gate #29
Sabrina Marie Hale
Steven Hansel
Woodland #30
Patricia Gay
Lisa Chieno Jordan
Neal Day Peart
David Schmauderer
Excelsior #31
Casey Kearns
John Longinotti
A. Dennis Roberston
Rodey Joseph Ullmann
A. Dennis Roberston
Robert Anderson
Ione #33
Timothy Shane Albrecht
Kevery Waters
Solano #39
Matthew Robert Van Buskirk
Glen Ian Van Buskirk
Elk Grove #41
Janet Edlo Backer-Beaves
Clifford (Cliff) L. Brackett
Howard J. Frasinetti
Frank Joseph Gwerder
Timothy Jason Henderson
Thomas F. Herzog
Samuel (Sam) Franklin Johnston
Roger McManus
Louis Anthony Silveira
Raymond Leroy Stemier
Edward (Ed) W. Vollmar
Stuart Walthall
Ric Windmiller
St. Helena #53
Allen Taege
Quartz #58
Benjamin Joaquin Aguilar
Michael Lee Wilder Baker
Michael A. Byrne

Quartz #58 (Continued)
Carl William Cookson
Robert John Graham
Wallace Louis Krill
Cameron Scott Price
Joel Arthur Ramirez
Walter Martin Roche
Timothy McConnell Rowe
Kyle Robert Smith
William Irving Stewart
Jedidiah N. Watson
Napa #62
Michael D. Aris
David Anthony Chavez
Stephan Michael Dean
Robert Kaywin Dornaus
Robert Kaywin Dornaus Jr.
Nicholas Griffin
Esmeralda Simmons
Angela Lynn Thornton
Michael David Wagner
Terry James Williams
Jerry Dean Zachry
Silver Star #63
Peter S. Gilbert
Steve C. Gregory
Patrick J. McCartney
Mt. Tamalpais #64
Philip Gorn
Santa Anna #74
Nathan Hittle
Calistoga #86
Richard Norvel Andriano-Moore
James Scott LeStrange John
Joseph Peterson
Las Positas #96
Scott Mancuso
Winified Osburn
Joshua Perry
Johnathan Stewart
Glen Ellen #102
Eliot Bilecki
Frank Crook
Andrew Graef
Brian Hughes
Steve S. MacCarthy
Joshua Justin Phillips
Mark Stupich
Peter Van Fleet
Harold (Hal) Edward Weise
Ramona #109
Susan Acosta
Ruben Acosta
Linda L. Amir
Arrowhead #110
Mario F. Bejararano
Daniel Enz
Philip Edward Rios
Arlington Rodgers Jr.
Jimmy Tatosian
Diane Williams
Sonoma #111
Ross Allen

Membership Year Ends Down
Membership in the Native
Sons of the Golden West declined by 79 for the year ending April 30, 2016.
While the losses for vari- ous
causes totaled 575, it is
encouraging to see that there
were 497 gains, mostly from
462 new members. As shown
in the adjacent columns, many
parlors had a large number of
initiates.
Incoming Grand President
Paul Lapachet is continuing
the practice of awarding members who bring in new or reinstated members.
The continued health of our
Order requires a continuing
stream of new members to replace those lost through death,
suspension, resignations and
withdrawals.
Sonoma #111 (Continued)
Sheana Davis
Ben Sessions
Ken Simas
Eden #113
Jerome Souza
Piedmont #120
Michael Menzell
Gabilan #132
Danny Kelly
San Miguel #150
Patrick Marion Bruce
Cambria #152
Nicholas T. Molnar
Konocti #159
Karen Marie Bouchard
Ted S. Shimizu
South San Francisco #157
James P. Bertana
Washington #169
Howard Joseph Cunha
LeRoy Thomas Cunha
Thomas Gratny
Steve Lopez
Byron #170
Mark Robert Libbey
Observatory #177
Mark Stephen Polomik
Los Banos #206
Lupe Pompa
Twin Peaks #214
Anthony Charles Hicks
Joseph Marino
Jerry Maxwell
Kevin McCollom
Truman McKinney
Robert Richardson

MEMBERSHIP BOX
SCORE
Membership 5-1-15
8,018
Gains
Initiated
462
Reinstated
25
Transferred In
10
Total Gains
497
Losses
Suspended
252
Resigned
25
Withdrew
10
Died
188
Tfd Out
10
Total Losses
575
Net Change
-79
Membership 5-1-2016 7,940
Parlors With Net Gains
Humboldt #14
+ 2
Amador #17
+ 34
John Bidwell #21
+ 14
San Jose #22
+ 9
Santa Rosa #28
+ 6
Golden Gate #29
+ 2
Woodland #30
+ 1
Excelsior #31
+ 11

+

NEW MEMBERS
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Elk Grove #41
Quartz #58
Silver Star #63
Santa Ana #74
Monterey #75
Calistoga #86
Downieville #92
Santa Lucia #97
Ramona #109
Glen Ellen #102
Piedmont #120
Cambria #152
Konocti #159
Pebble Beach #230
Columbia #258
SLO #290
Fairfax #307
DeAnza #312

+ 25
+ 11
+ 3
+ 2
+ 17
+ 3
+ 2
+ 7
+ 1
+ 15
+ 1
+ 1
+ 3
+ 9
+ 7
+ 2
+ 2
+ 6

Pebble Beach #230
Denise Sampson
Columbia #258
Gary Oatis Lee Britt Jr.
Orval James Dean
Patrick Michael Karnahan
Sutter #261
Douglas John Poppelreiter
Fairfax #307
Brian Franzoia
Wayne Stranton
De Anza #312
Glenna Maria Barrett
Maria Sandra Barrett
Steven Ray Lobstein
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NATIVE SONS OF THE GOLDEN WEST
414 Mason Street #300
San Francisco, CA 94102
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CALENDAR—CLIP AND SAVE
8 - Napa Valley First Friday Lunch, St. Helena Parlor hall.
This calendar is compiled from parlor newsletters, press re9 – Sloat Landing Celebration, Monterey.
leases and information supplied to Managing Editor Fred Codoni.
11 - Sunset #26 Founder’s Day Celebration at Sutter’s Fort.
Please advise him, at the address on page 4, at least 60 days before
15 – Redwood #66 Bear Lodge dinner.
an event to insure timely publication. Note that some events are
16 – Annual Harry Smith Golf Tourament, Poplar Creek Golf
for members only. Further information on many of these events
Course,
barbecue at San Mateo Elks Club.
can be found in the pages of this issue of The Native Son.
AUGUST
Every Tuesday - Lunch for Native Sons and prospective mem2 – Guadalupe #231 Lunch, Scottish Rite Masonic Center.
bers at Fairfax #307’s hall, 135 Mitchell Drive, Fairfax (415 4575 - Napa Valley First Friday Lunch, Napa Parlor Hall.
7766). Reservations not required.
6 - Las Positas #96 Trap Shoot and Barbecue.
JUNE
3 - Napa Valley First Friday Lunch, Napa Parlor hall.
11 - Mt. Tam #64 Steak Barbecue.
4 – Georgetown #91 Annual Black Powder Shoot, Georgetown.
13-21 - Lott’s Lake Visit.
5 – Italian Festival Parade and Picnic, Sutter Creek.
19 – Redwood #66 Bear Lodge dinner.
7 – Guadalupe #231 meeting and evening dinner, 6 p.m.
19-20 – Southern California Weekend, Pomona.
8 – Ferndale #93 Seafood Extravaganza.
21 – St. John’s Hospital Cleft Palate Mass and Brunch.
8 - Santa Rosa #28 Fathers’ Day Tri-Tip Barbecue.
SEPTEMBER
11 – Ramona #109 Anniversary Pool Party and Barbecue.
2 – Napa Valley First Friday Lunch, Napa Parlor Hall.
11 - Fairfax Festival Parade.
6 – Guadalupe #231 Dinner, Scottish Rite Masonic Center.
12 – Flag Day Celebration, Sonoma Plaza, 11 a.m. Barbecue at
16– Redwood #66 Bear Lodge dinner.
noon.
OCTOBER
17 – Redwood #66 Bear Lodge Tri-tip dinner.
4
–
Guadalupe
#231
Lunch,
Scottish Rite Masonic Center.
20-24 – NDGW Grand Parlor, Doubletree Hotel, Modesto.
7
Napa
Valley
First
Friday
Lunch Calistoga Parlor at the Fair21 – San Jose #22 Barbecued Steak Dinner.
grounds.
22 – South San Francisco #157 Italian Night.
21 – Redwood #66 Bear Lodge dinner.
25 - Las Positas #96 Horseshoe Tournament.
29-November 13 - PGP Bob and Dorothy Rogers Hawaiian
27: Eden Parlor #113 President’s night steak dinner $15. 28 –
Cruise.
Placerville #9 Annual Barbecue, Coloma.
NOVEMBER
JULY
5 – Guadalupe #231 Lunch, Scottish Rite Masonic Center.
1 – Guadalupe #231 Lunch, Scottish Rite Masonic Center.
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THE PETALUMA ADOBE
One of the many historic sites owned and
saved by the Native Sons of the Golden
West was General Vallejo’s Petaluma
Adobe. Construction began in 1836 on the
structure which served as headquarters for
Vallejo’s vast cattle rancho of about 100
square miles. Vallejo’s holdings employed
up to 2,000 workers and had 25,000 head of
cattle, 3,000 sheep and many crops. About
80% of the bricks and 20% of the wood
remain of the original structure.
Although Vallejo could not come out
here from his home in Sonoma as often as Bu st of G e n e r a l
he wished, he was proud of his working Vallejo adorns the
ranch. The structure was not completed entrance to the Adobe.
when Vallejo was taken captive during the
Bear Flag Revolt in 1846. By the time Vallejo was released, the
Gold Rush had driven labor prices up and squatters had taken over
portions of the land. The ranch would never operate on the scale
that it had previously. Vallejo eventually sold the building and some
property in 1857 after attempts to lease it and make a profit failed.
Petaluma Parlor acquired the Adobe in 1910 and turned it over
to the State of California in 1951.
Native Sons have been raising money to repair and/or stabilize
the adobe.

School groups often visit the Adobe.

Part of the adobe wall, 80% of which is original and which requires
extensive conservation efforts partly financed by contributions
from the Native Sons of the Golden West.

Adobe Creek once provided water for the area.

The Adobe sits on high ground, overlooking the neighboring valleys.
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DONNER MONUMENT
Donner Monument
Rehab Coming
One of the most outstanding efforts of
the Native Sons of the Golden West (and
Native Daughters) was creation of the Pioneer Monument in Donner State Historic
Park.
Located near the new Visitor Center, the
Monument was created by the Native Sons
in 1918. It stands on the spot where the
Schallenberger, and later the Breen, cabin
once stood. The pioneer statue sits atop a
22 foot pedestal (the height of the snow experienced by the Donner Party) and faces
westward toward Donner Pass.
Now the almost-100-year old monument needs extensive repairs amounting to over one million dollars. While
the Native Sons are now longer able to
raise that amount, HPF Chairman Dave
Allen advises the Historical Preservation Foundation is networking with the
Sierra State Parks Foundation and California State Parks in a fund-raising campaign. Allen says scaffolding is going up
around the monument within the next
few months and by the end of the year,
the restoration of the monument should
be “shovel ready.” This should make the
project ready to start a capital fundraising campaign to finance the restoration
of the Pioneer Monument.
Native Sons view this effort not only for
raising funds, but also for being part of a
membership drive.
Check the Native Son Web site (nsgw.
org) for latest information.

Having survived the terrible winter, the pioneer stands atop the monument, his eyes
shaded, looking west toward “the great State of California that was to be.”

Plaque placed June 6, 1918, by the Native Sons and Native Daughters, described the
hardships suffered by the Donner Party and is dedicated “In commemoration of the
pioneers who crossed the plains to settle in California.”

Second plaque on the Donner Monument
honors the indomitable spirit of the pioneers.

Donner Monument—A Golden Opportunity
By FRED CODONI, Managing Editor
Perhaps no time in the recent history of
the Native Sons of the Golden West has
there been an opportunity for us to not
only help restore one of our most significant monuments, but also give us a chance

to once more get our name and work in
front of the public and begin an accelerated membership drive.
We urge all Native Sons (and Native
Daughters) to get firmly behind this effort
which, if properly handled, can only bring
great benefit to our Orders.

