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Opportunity Knocks—
You Can
Be a Part of It!
By CAREY PEARCE, Grand 3VP

Fifty years after surrendering their charter, Monterey Parlor #75
is working to get started again. They are looking for support from
their fellow Native Son brothers.
Would you like to help?
This past year the Native Sons stepped up in a big way to keep
the Sloat Memorial event going. This was done with the assistance
of the Historical Preservation Foundation and the Native Sons Hall
Association. With that increased interest in Monterey a rejuvenation
of the Monterey Parlor #75 is in the works. Hopefully they will be
spearheading this event to make it as successful as Sonoma Parlor
#111 has made the Flag Day Celebration in Sonoma. Yes, Monterey
Parlor #75 would like to emulate successful parlors throughout our
great state. Their signature event will be the Sloat Memorial the
second weekend in July each year. You will want to be a part of it.
Now is your chance to be a part of some very rich tradition in
California History and help revive Monterey Parlor #75 to be a
vital part of our organization. You can point to your assistance as
being what friendship, loyalty and charity are all about.
Monterey Parlor #75 would like to charter on January 30, 2016.
This is exactly 130 years after initially being chartered. They want
to invite all Native Sons to their new beginning that weekend in
Monterey. There are many ways you can be a part of this historical
event in Native Sons history.
I know some of you might have assisted in opening or re-opening a parlor so you might have your name on a charter. If not,
HERE is your chance to have your name on a historical Native
Son document and become an associate member. You know the
benefits of being a parlor member. Now expand your devotion to
the Native Sons of the Golden West by becoming an associate and
you will get your name on the Monterey Parlor #75 Charter.
With membership come benefits. This parlor will afford you a
chance to visit one of the most breathtaking areas in our state and
to partake in one of the most memorable points in our nation’s
history, the planting on California soil of the Flag of the United
States, claiming this land for the United States. As you know, this
changed the course of history and helped make us as prosperous
as we are today. With your assistance this will do the same for the
Native Sons organization as a whole. If you are interested in helping Monterey Parlor #75 get jump started, please contact them at
montereyparlor75@gmail.com.

NO. 3

Native Son information booth was featured at Sacramento’s Gold
Rush Days over Labor Day Weekend.

Lotts Lake 2015

By BARNEY NOEL, PGP
From Placerville #9’s Hangman’s Gazette
I attended the Lott’s Lake work weekend August 16-22. I actually arrived on the 18th but then stayed three extra days by myself
to read and hike. The group was smaller this year than in the past,
about eight people average over the week, growing to a total of
eleven members and guests for the Saturday potluck dinner.
We didn’t do a whole lot of work due to the small group. We did
tear down the two old outhouses that were replaced by last year’s
work party. I cleaned up and worked in and around the old ice
house next to the main cabin. There was a whole lot of camaraderie and great evening campfires, with some alcohol consumed
(strictly for medicinal purposes).
There was a lot of fishing over the week but all that it accomplished was to fatten up the fish for the next group. A whole lot of
worms and power bait were eaten but nary a fish was caught by
most of the anglers.

Help Our Fire-Ravaged Brothers!

It’s easy to send money to help the victims of the recent tragic
wildfires.
•Go to www.nsgw.org and use the link and donate using Pay
Pal; or
•Send checks to NSGW #86, 1250 Bennett Lane, Calistoga
CA 94515 (enter “Valley Fire” on the memo line) or to Excelsior
#31, PO Box 31, Jackson CA 95612 (enter “Buttte Fire” on the
memo line).
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What’s Hot in Monterey

What’s hot in Monterey? The Native Sons are! In the last issue of
The Native Son it was reported that the Annual Sloat Landing Commemoration was on the verge of collapse, but through the efforts of
PGP Duane Gavin, Grand 3VP Carey Pearce (Kathi), Grand Trustee Carl Von Bargen (Karen) and ISC Chairman Marcia Skelton, and
with the generous support of the Historical Preservation Foundation
and the NSGW Hall Association the event was saved and was an
outstanding success. But that’s not all that’s happening in Monterey
with the Native Sons, here’s a preview of what’s to come.

Painting depicts raising the Stars and Stripes over Monterey.
2016 Sloat Landing Commemoration
The above-mentioned brothers are hard at work planning the
2016 Sloat Landing Commemoration. While all the pomp and
circumstance that accompanies the ceremony and a weekend in
Monterey will be in place, the event will have a decidedly different
size, theme and scope. California State Parks and Monterey State
Parks have set aside the lawn area directly behind the Customs
House for the Native Sons use.
The prospects being explored are contacting historical groups
of the greater Monterey-Salinas area and set up an interactive experience much like a mini Gold Rush Days to further bring to
the public’s attention the historical riches that Monterey and the
surrounding area has to offer. The date is tentatively set for the
second weekend in July 2016; more information to come in future
Native Son issues.
Custom House Repairs
At a recent planning meeting for the 2016 Sloat Landing Commemoration it was revealed that the second story balcony where
the U.S. Flag was raised by a landing party of the U.S. Pacific
Squadron on July 7, 1846 would not be available for the re-enactment or open to the public for the foreseeable future. This was due
to the failure of several posts supporting the balcony and parts
of the roof. Seeing an opportunity to further strengthen the ties
between State Parks and the Native Sons, Brothers Gavin and
Pearce put into motion efforts to help facilitate the repairs. With
Brother Pearce appealing to the Historic Preservation Foundation
and Brother Gavin to his home parlor Redwood #66 they were able
to secure funds in the amount of $3,000 for the project.
What better an endeavor for the Native Sons to be involved in
than helping with the continuing preservation for future generations of California Historical Landmark #1, the Customs House,
which would not exist today if it were not for the efforts of the
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Native Sons almost a hundred years ago.
Monterey History Fest
In early October the Monterey History and Arts Association
and Monterey State Historic Park hosted the Monterey History
Fest on Customs House Plaza. This event brings together many
historical groups of the greater Monterey area. The Native Sons
involvement was headed up by Information Services Committee
Chairman Marcia Skelton, again with the help of Brothers Pearce,
Gavin and Von Bargen. The event consisted of many diverse historical groups with which the Native Sons networked with to build
cooperative relationships to further the awareness and preservation of California history with the public.
Monterey Parlor Reinstituted
Plans are in motion and potential new members are gathering in
anticipation of Monterey Parlor being reinstituted in January of 2016.
These efforts are being spearheaded by Grand 3VP Carey Pearce. For
more information see accompanying article in this issue.
With all that has and will be transpiring in Monterey, what better way to support and put a new parlor on a positive trajectory!
All Native Sons are encouraged and invited to take part in any or
all of these events to help ensure and realize even greater future
success for the Native Sons in the Monterey Region.
[SF Call, November 4, 1905]
SAVE LANDMARK FOR
POSTERITY
Interesting Ceremonies at the Old
Custom - House in the
Town of Monterey
WORK OF NATIVE SONS
Tablet Set in Wall Tells World Where First Flag
Was Raised in California
Special Dispatch to The Call
PACIFIC GROVE. Nov. 3.—Surrounded by all things dear to
the hearts of the patriotic sons of California in the historic old
city of Monterey and about that, a landmark of ancient California
history, “the old Custom-house,” the organization of the Native
Sons of the Golden West once more exemplified its patriotism
and loyalty to its native land to-day by affixing upon the old Custom-house a mural tablet which bears the following inscription:
“MONTEREY CUSTOM-HOUSE. It was upon this building that
the American flag was raised by Commodore John Drake Sloat,
July 7, I846, signalizing the passing of California from Mexican
rule. Restored through the efforts of the Native Sons of the Golden
West, with the assistance of the people of California.”
The occasion was fittingly observed by exercises which were conducted under the auspices of Monterey Parlor No. 75, Native Sons of
the Golden West. Chairman William Sandholdt of the committee of
arrangements was introduced by H. A. Green. Sandholdt told of the
purposes of the gathering and then introduced Congressman Joseph
R. Knowland, who spoke about the efforts of the Native Sons to preserve the old landmarks, and gave a history of the legislation which
placed this particular building in the custody of the order. The city
of Monterey was represented by the Mayor pro tem Ross C. Sargent,
who in an able manner accepted the gift on behalf of the old capital city. Governor Pardee sent a telegram explaining his absence.
Grand Secretary Turner of the Native Sons of the Golden West and
Grand Trustee Monahan were present on behalf of the Grand Parlor.
To-night Congressman Knowland lectured on the subject “Old Missions and Landmarks of California.”
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NSGW Scholarships Available

PPA to Meet in Foster City
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The NSGW Scholarship Foundation will award one $2,000 and
two $1,000 merit-based grant awards, and a $1,200 vocational
scholarship to California students. Eligible students include junior
or senior high school students, junior college students or freshman
in a 4-year institution of higher learning.
The scholarships will be awarded to students who demonstrate
achievements in academics, participation is school activities, leadership and personal development and will be given without regard
to race, gender, age, physical abilities or financial status. Funds
will be sent to the institution of higher learning upon proof of the
student’s acceptance at the institution.
Applicants for the NSGW Scholarship must meet the following
requirements:
1) Be a junior or senior in a California high school or enrolled
in a junior college or freshman in a 4-year institution of higher
learning.
2) Must have a minimum grade point average of 2.5 (C+ avg.).
3) Meet graduation requirements (high school students).
4) Must be a member of the Native Sons in good standing or a
relative of a Native Son in good standing.
5) Must submit proof of acceptance at a school of higher learning.
6) If attending junior college or a freshman in college, must
send a transcript and SAT scores.
The committee reviewing the applications will consider the following when selecting scholarship winners:
1) Academic performance.
2) Statement of desire to pursue a higher education.
3) Community involvement.
4) Extra-curricular activity in high school.
5) Writing ability.
6) Employment.
Complete details about the Native Sons Scholarship are available from the Grand Secretary’s Office by mail from 414 Mason
Street, San Francisco CA 94102, or by email from nsgwgp@pacbell.net. Information from the office at 800-337-1875.

The Past Presidents Association of the Native Sons of the Golden West will hold its 95th General Assembly at the Crown Plaza
Hotel in Foster City October 16-18.
Hotel rooms are $129 to $139 per night. Hotel reservations are
available at 1-888-233-9527 (be sure to mention the NSGW Past
Presidents Association to obtain the discounted rate) or at https://
resweb.passkey.com/go/nsgw.
Meeting registration fee is $85 per person, which includes the
luncheon and banquet at the hotel. Governor General Jonathan
Fletcher requests Hawaiian/beach attire (no shorts) for those attending the banquet.
The governor general’s reception will be held from 5 to 7 p.m.
on Friday, October 16. The first session of the General Assembly
will begin at 10 a.m. on Saturday, October 17. The Native Daughters visitation will be held on Saturday at 1:30 p.m., followed by
the memorial service and installation of officers. Incoming Governor General Kris Nelson’s reception will be held Saturday afternoon before the banquet.
Assembly secretaries are asked to send their delegate lists to
Secretary General Donna Fletcher, 1284 Skyline Drive, Daly City
94015 or by e-mail to rdflet29@yahoo.com.
Information is available from Past Governor General Robert
Fletcher at 650-755-5518 or by e-mail to rdflet29@yahoo.com.

Marin DA Refuses to Act
Against Marin History Museum

Guadalupe #231’s Financial Secretary Douglas Jones attended
the Burning Man Festival in the Nevada desert for the third year
in a row. This year he brought his own artwork, a 16-foot dust-free
interactive observation tower. Burning Man participants were invited to enter the bottom of this unique structure and hoist themselves to the top where they could enjoy a bird’s eye view of their
immediate surroundings, complete with carpeting and pillows.
Joining Brother Douglas was fellow Guadalupe member Rob
Aiman.

Marin District Attorney Ed Berberian said the members of the
Marin History Museum did not violate the law by disposing of the
group’s artifacts.
The museum ran through about $8 million on a failed attempt
to create a new museum building and start a rock and roll museum. Its board sought to raise funds by turning over many of
its valued artifacts of Marin’s history to an auction house. Other items were sold locally, notably a 1904 Oldsmobile went for
$15,000 when the estimated value was in excess of $75,000. The
board believes it has the authority to dissolve the non-profit and
dispose of its assets.
Save Marin’s History, a new group, is asking the current board
to resign. More information on SMH can be found at savemarin
history.org.

Foothills PPA #49 Started

The Past Presidents Association has established a new assembly
in the foothills, called “Assembly 49-Foothills.” All parlor past
presidents are asked to join by calling Chispa #139’s telephone at
(209) 738-8902 and leaving a message.

Gold Rush Days at Coloma

The Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park on Highway
49 in Coloma will present “Gold Rush Live” on October 10-11,
2015. Many events are planned, including gold panning ($3 per
person), a barbecue ($6 per person), games and races for children,
a “Peddlers’ Row” with items for sale, and a church service at 11
a.m. with the Native Sons’ own “Reverend Cool” preaching. Admission to the Park is $8 per car. Further information is available
from www.MARSHALLGOLD.com or at (530) 622-3470.

Guadalupe Officer at Burning Man

Donations to the NSGW Charitable
Foundation (“Cleft Palate Fund”) and the
NSGW Historical Preservation Foundation
are tax deductibe. Send your contributions
to the Grand Parlor office.
Any amount is welcome!
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On the brighter side…. I am still amazed to hear from our
membership that 70% of you have not checked out the new
Dean Zellers
Website. It is and will be the “hub of the wheel” for all memAction and Alert!
bers to obtain day-to-day updates, download reports, see what’s
This past few weeks has been devastating to the Northern
happening on the master calendar, find those dinners you will
California area ravaged by two major fires and I am making the
want to attend. Official visits are now listed for grand officers.
plea up front for the Native Sons to please donate to two parlors
You do not have to wait until the meeting to read or wait for
who have committed to the Order that they would hold funds for your recording secretary to present mailings from Grand Parlor.
all Native Sons parlors and use the money when needed in relief You can have new prospective brothers “find a parlor” or fill
efforts.
out an application for an immediate response. (Membership
The Valley fire is still only 60% contained as I write this. I heard Chairman Mitch Laing has been getting back to people the
over 1,000 homes are gone and thousands of our friends, neighsame day). Twenty-five parlors have obtained a free website
bors and families have lost everything. Calistoga #86 jumped in
and training. Websites do take some work, but once we set it
on September 12 and never stopped. Their members continued to
up they are super easy to maintain. Please let us help you retain
volunteer at the Calistoga Fairgrounds doing whatever it takes in
and acquire new members using Grand Parlor-supported tools
order to help those affected in their community. Thanks to Parlor
and programs.
President James Yant and
The summer is now just wrapping up and there is not
his father Jim Yant and
enough room to write about where we have been over the last
brother Mark Galindo,
four months. But your grand officers are traveling to parlors,
many had the chance to eat
dinners, events, festivals, Grand Parlor meetings in Old Sacbecause of their barbequing ramento, initiations and dedications in the North and in the
skills. Finance Committee
South.
chairman and member of
Official Visit season is now in full swing! These visits are
Calistoga Parlor Don Meyer not merely to check the a parlor’s books—they are so that you,
mentioned four brothers
the members, have a chance to meet and ask questions, so that
from surrounding parlors
you can get to know about Grand Parlor and how it is that we
that may have been affected are supporting your efforts. Grand Parlor and all your elected
by this tragedy, but he had
officers volunteer for you! Yes, we are reimbursed for some
not heard from them at this expenses and it does help ease the cost of gas. But it does take
time. There is need for cash! time away from our families and our jobs. We know that we
We have made it really easy: all have busy lives but we do this because we care! We do this
go to nsgw.org and use our link in the lefthand corner. Pay Pal is
because we love this Order! We almost always have a great
accepted, or you can send checks directly to NSGW #86, 1250
time meeting all of you. So please take the time to attend your
Bennett Lane, Calistoga CA 94515 (enter “Valley Fire” on the
meetings and get to know you’re visiting officer. It means much
memo line).
more when we are supported by our membership. For some
I am more limited on my knowledge of it, but The Butte Fire
reason you miss it? Then speak to your local district deputy
is still burning as of September 20. We have many parlors in the or supervising district deputy. They too give of their time and
foothills. Our own Grand 2VP Erik Cristeson and his family
money and seldom get the appreciation for supporting the
were evacuated, as well as Chairman of Board of Relief Brother Grand President. So thanks to all of you!
Joe Fleischman and his family. There are at least five more
A special “Thank You” to Grand Secretary James Riley and
parlors in the affected area and if nothing else we can be ready
Dominica for keeping me informed and allowing me to make
to help our own in those areas that are need. The fire has moved
small changes and tweaks as I bring new reports or technology to
closer towards Angels Camp, Murphy’s and Calaveras Big Trees. Grand Parlor, I appreciate everything you do!
I have not heard if they suffered loss but I want us to be thinking
ahead, not looking behind. Excelsior #31 has accepted the fiduTHE NATIVE SON
ciary duty to hold all the funds for all Native Sons and checks
Mark Chapman, Editor
can be sent to PO Box 31, Jackson CA 95612 (enter “Buttte Fire”
Fred Codoni, Managing Editor
on the memo line).
I have had our media company create space on all our social
Published bi-monthly by the Native Sons of the Golden
media, Facebook pages and groups such as Twitter and InstaWest from its headquarters at 414 Mason Street, Suite 300,
gram where you may share or obtain up-to-date information.
San Francisco, CA 94102, for distribution to its members.
Pat Hoffman continues to monitor our Website. Please use these Parlors offering material for publication should send it,
resourses if any brother knows or has additional information
along with parlor newsletters, letters to the editor and adthat we can use to help our brothers, families or friends. Unvertising inquiries to Fred Codoni, 162 Porteous Avenue,
fortunately this has only just begun; by the time you read this,
Fairfax 94930, e-mail nsgwfpc@comcast.net. Send address
I hope the fires will be out, but the overwhelming damage to
changes to Grand Parlor, 414 Mason Street, Suite 300, San
our state and property will have been done. Brothers remember
Francisco, CA 94102, or e-mail to nsgwgp@pacbell.net.
your OATHS!

GRAND PRESIDENT
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Let’s Sell 2016 Lucky Calendars!

By Grand Trustee JAMES KING
It’s time to really start pushing sales of our 2016 calendars. We
have only 2,500 of them—that’s only about 35 per parlor or one
calendar for every 3.2 members, so there’s no reason we shouldn’t
sell them all.
To date I have received stubs and money for about 400 calendars—that’s a little less than half of the number we need to sell
to break even—but we don’t want to just break even; we want to
sell them all.
We also need to sell them; please don’t just hand them out willynilly—close the sale! Collect the stub and the money and put it in
the mail yourself. It’s too easy for people to take the calendar with
every good intention of sending in the money and then just not get
around to it. I’ve done it myself.
This year’s calendar should be easy to sell. It’s in full color with
pictures of historical buildings from around the state and a little
bit of history about each one and the people who built them. In
the back you will find a page with valuable information about our
beloved California and another page devoted to our Order. This is
a calendar that anyone would be happy to hang on their wall and it
still has all the opportunities as before to win prizes.
Every Christmas there’s someone for whom you just don’t know
what to buy. Why not Lucky Calendars! These calendars make
great presents for your family members and thank-you gifts for
your valued clients. Take them to your company Christmas party
and work the crowd. Sell them out of your booth at your next parlor event. There are plenty of opportunities out there.
The Lucky Calendar program is an important part of the funding for Grand Parlor (scholarships, 4th Grade essay awards,
plaques, etc.); please help make this the best year ever.
Don’t know where to get yours? There are caches of them all
over the state. Contact your parlor secretary or nearest grand officer—they should have plenty—or e-mail me at calendar@nsgw.
org. You can also contact the Grand Parlor office and they will
help you.

Nicasio Seeks Parade Help

Members of Nicasio #183 will be carrying the American Flag
in the Petaluma Veterans Day Parade on November 11 and are
asking for brothers from other parlors to join them. Members will
gather at 11 a.m. on 5th Street. Contact Brother Sterling Dabner at
(707) 765-0210 for information.

Matt Caselli, Sr., Selected as
Grand Inside Sentinel

With the untimely passing of Grand Inside Sentinel Rob Lapachet, the Board of Grand Officers has approved South San Francisco #157’s Matt Caselli, Sr., to replace Brother Rob. Caselli will
become grand marshal when Grand 1VP Paul Lapachet advances
to the position of grand president.

Check out the Native Sons Website
for The Native Son in full color and
newsletters from other parlors.
Just go to www.nsgw.org.
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LETTERS
Dear Grand President & Brethren:
I wanted to thank you for the work and efforts of the Native
Sons of the Golden West in supporting the preservation of historic sites throughout California.
I live in London, UK, where I am the member of a similar
brotherly organisation. I have always been fascinated by the history of the Old West and the Gold Rush, and last year I fulfilled
my dream to travel to California and visit many of the sites that
I had read so much about. As I am a competitive swimmer, I tied
this in with a swim from Alcatraz to San Francisco mainland,
raising over £1,600 for a mental health charity.
Along my journey I visited sites such as Sutter’s Fort, Old Sacramento, the Gold Discovery park in Coloma, Auburn, Sonoma,
Placerville, Gold Bug Mine, Yosemite, Bodie—and at each of
these sites I noticed a sign indicating the support from NSGW
that had helped to retain and preserve them. It is thanks to the
efforts of fellow history lovers like yourselves that people from
around the world can visit and experience these wonderful pieces
of history, and I am hugely thankful for that.
Unfortunately I have fallen on hard times myself since my trip
(perhaps I need to go West and gold-pan!) otherwise I would
certainly offer a donation, and of course if I had the fortune of
being born in California rather than the much colder England I
would certainly join! But I wanted to register my thanks in some
way so thought it best to e-mail.
In addition to undoubtedly planning on revisiting, my initial
visit and love for the area has given me the idea of seeking opportunities to work in the region (I am a professional political
consultant/lobbyist and stood for election to the British Parliament in May) although I am finding it incredibly difficult to do
this. But please do of course keep me in mind or pass on my
details to any relevant members (I am sure that many ‘noteworthy’ people are among your rank) with a similar professional
background who may be able to offer help and advice.
Many thanks once again for all of your support for the history
of the West!
		
Best wishes, Richard Royal, London UK

“Romance of the Ranchos”
Old Time Radio Great Listening

Like well-written and well-acted stories of early Los Angeles
History? Google “Rancho of the Ranchos Free Radio Shows” and
you’ll find 1940s radio programs, sponsored by the Title Insurance and Trust Company of Los Angeles, which attempted to recreate the spirit and times of the ranchos and vaqueros in Southern
California when the way of life was considerably different. Although hewing to a strict story line, the show nevertheless was
able to supply considerable descriptive color to the manner of life
in those days.
For example, the listener may learn of the customs by which the
master of the house is waited upon by his wife at all meals and that
she and the rest of the family may not partake until the head of the
rancho has finished. The commercials, too, proceeded along similar lines, recollecting that in the period being dramatized there
were but a few parcels of land and those were of tremendous size,
owned by wealthy individuals. Now there are over 2,000,000 separate parcels of land in Los Angeles County alone.
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HPF REPORT

By PGP DAVID ALLEN
This issue’s article is not as stirring as July’s, but the HPF still
has many things in the offing. I will not go into details yet, but
suffice to say opportunities have been presented to the HPF Board
concerning projects in Monterey and Sutter Creek. We hope to
have more information on them in the next issue. The one project
that is coming to fruition is the marking of two gravesites at the
Old Auburn Cemetery.
The Mountain Quarries Bridge over the North Fork of the American River was designed by John B. Leonard, the same engineer
who designed and completed Fernbridge in Humboldt County in
1911. Both bridges have Native Sons plaques on them. Leonard
designed 46 known bridges in the west and another noted one was
over the Truckee River in Reno. This bridge became known as the
“Wedding Ring Bridge” or the “Bridge of Sighs”.
On November 4, 1911 at 10 p.m., during the pour on the El Dorado side of the bridge, the Mountain Quarries Bridge collapsed
and three men were killed “crushed by falling concrete, iron and
cross timbers.” They were down below packing the concrete.
Two of them were buried in unmarked graves at the Old Auburn
Cemetery. The connection to the Native Sons happens because
the undertaker’s office during that time was a place called Walsh
and Keena Mortuary which was located at 301 Commercial St in
Auburn. This happens to be the present location of Auburn Parlor
#59, Native Sons of the Golden West. On a side note, Auburn Parlor first held meetings in this building in the 1880s when it was the
Masonic Hall; the parlor was able to purchase it in 1986.
There will be a tour of the Cemetery on October 18. Features
will not only be the newly-marked sites, but the Auburn Parlor
Hearse will on display as well. This project was brought to the
HPF by Marsha Hayes, a freelance writer from Kansas who happened to be in Auburn writing a story about the Tevis Cup, the 100
mile horse endurance ride from Squaw Valley to Auburn. After
some research she discovered this story which led her to me and
after some discovery and collaboration, the proposal was submitted to the HPF and the history is now history.
The above is an example of one of many small vignettes or
pieces of California history that are in front of all of us. These
prospects are endless. Keep your eyes and ears open and be observant. As you walk through any community in California, you see
opportunities for preserving, restoring, educating, and identifying many things in your community. The cost is usually minimal.
The hardest part is the leg work and the research. Whether the
funding comes through the HPF, your parlor, a local group or a
combination thereof doesn’t matter. The important thing is that it
is acknowledged as a California historical site, which is our mission. Happy Prospecting!

Cruise to Hawaii in 2016!

Help Bob and Dorothy Rogers celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary by joining them on a great 15-day cruise round trip on
Princess Cruises from San Francisco to the Hawaiian Islands October 29 to November 13, 2016. Call Pat Honeycutt at Just Travel
in Novato for information at (415) 209-9490. Those who book
early will get the best selection of cabins and the best rates.

Native Sons Are World Travelers!

Native Sons often meet other Native Sons when traveling
throughout the world.
Several years ago, PGP Fred Codoni and Denyce were enjoying the scenery alongside the water in one of Italy’s Cinque Terre
towns when they met Mt. Tam Parlor’s Fred Pfiefer.
Two years ago, with PGP Bob Rogers and Dorothy they met
PGP Dave Allen in Hawaii.
This year, while on a Mexican cruise and touring Cabo San
Lucas, Rogers and Dorothy ran into Fairfax Parlor’s Marshal Lee
Pogetto and his wife, who were vacationing at a condo in Cabo.
Also on this year’s Mexican cruise were PGP Fred Codoni and
Denyce, two members of Guadalupe #231 and one member of San
Jose #22.

Dozens of Native Sons and friends from several parlors operated
booths of the August 30 event at Sears Point Raceway, earning
cash for their parlors.

Check the calendar on Page 12 for many
upcoming Native Son events.
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PARLOR ACTIVITIES
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St. Helena Spotlights Old Vehicles Natives Serve Their Communities

Many Native Sons are involved in their communities and choose
Each August, St. Helena #53 holds an annual vehicle show that
displays members’ autos and tractors. All the vehicles were re- to serve on city councils or municipal boards.
Santa Ana #74’s Stephen Faessel was appointed by the city of
stored by the members—some members bring a different vehicle
Anaheim to be their representative on the Metropolitan Water Diseach year. Shown below are some of these gems.
trict (MWD). Stephen is one of 37 members of the board of directors and was sworn in on June 9, 2015. The MWD was formed in
December 1928 as a result of the Metropolitan Water District Act
of 1927. Its water source is the Colorado River with a 242 mile
system from Lake Havasu to Lake Mathews in Riverside County.
Construction of this system started in 1933 and was not fully in
operation until 1941. MWD serves customers from Oxnard to San
Diego and from the Pacific Ocean to Corona. Anaheim’s draw on
the system is very small as all the numbers in water supplied and
the annual operating budgets are enormous! Over 1,800 full time
employees keep the MWD functioning.
Stephen serves on three standing and one special committees.
There are a seven standing committees and five special committees who direct MWD policy issues. Stephen says the decisionmaking process is generally much quicker than the normal political process that he has experienced in the past. To serve on
the MWD, Stephen commits three days per month commuting to
downtown Los Angeles. While the drive is not fascinating, Stephen says the committee work and the functioning of the General
Board are very interesting and revealing.

Napa Hall Repairs Continue

Napa Parlor continues restoring its iconic hall. The businesses
downstairs are operating, the meeting halls have been replastered
and repainted, the kitchen has been put back together and the
monthly socials are back to normal. The major remaining work is
on the outside of the building and may take some time to complete.

Twin Peaks Celebrates Christmas

Twin Peaks #214 will hold its Annual Christmas Dinner at the
Basque Cultural Center, 599 Railroad Avenue, South San Francisco on Tuesday, December 8. Cocktails are at 6 p.m., with dinner
at 7.
Entrée choices are Roast Prime Rib Au Jus with scalloped potatoes and vegetables, Chicken Breast Chasseur with rice and
vegetables or Salmon with Champagne Sauce with rice and vegetables
After hot and cold hors d’oeuvres, dinner will be soup, salad,
vegetables, bread and butter, dessert and coffee. Wine and two
Happy Hour cocktails are offered. There’ll be a free raffle.
Price is $40 per person—everyone is welcome. Reservations
and money due by December 2. Send checks, indicating your
choice of entrée(s) to Mike Rena, 606 E. 39th Avenue, San Mateo,
CA 94403.
Photos at left, from top:
Frank Pina’s Chevy truck, and some of the tractors he has restored.
Rod Weeks’ ’67 Triumph TT750
John York’s ’25 Dodge Bros Special Touring
See more cars on page 13.
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Solano Finds New
Meeting Place
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PARLOR ACTIVITIES

Solano #39 has a new meeting place:
Joe’s Buffet, 834 Texas Street, Fairfield.
Joe’s closes at 4 p.m., so attendees must
go to the back entrance. Meetings start at
6 p.m. Parking is available on a side street
and in some downtown lots.
The parlor has not been able to use its
regular meeting place, the Cordelia Fire
Hall, for some months because of a mold
problem.

Santa Rosa Sets
Dinner Schedule

Santa Rosa #28 offers dinners for members, ladies and guests at its hall at 3318
Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa. Dinners are
$9 for adults, $5 for children 10 and over,
and free from children under 10. Reservations are required from Shirley Mattiuzzi
at (707) 542-4356 no later than five days
before each event.
Wednesday, October 14 – Fall dinner, 7
p.m.
Saturday, November 21. Thanksgiving
Dinner, 5 p.m. No-host bar at 4:30.
Wednesday, December 9 – Christmas
Dinner and Raffle, 7 p.m. Guests are
asked to bring a gift for the parlor’s annual raffle, with proceeds going to the
NSGW Charitable Foundation (“Cleft Palate Fund”).

South Crab Feed
is December 12

South San Francisco #157’s 35th Annual Crab Feed will be held on Saturday,
December 12
at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
School in Daly
City. Price is
$40 per person.
Tickets
must be purchased by the Thanksgiving Day weekend
and are available from Grand Secretary Jim
Riley at 1-800-337-1875 (office) or 1-650
573-7152 (home).

Ramona Holding
“Day at the Races”

Ramona #109 invites everyone to a
“Day at the Races” at Santa Anita Park
on Sunday, October 25. Price is $30 for
adults and $10 for children, with no charge
for children six and under. Price includes
admission to the Clocker’s Corner, general parking, racing program (adults only),
buffet lunch, soda and water.
Gates open at 10:30 a.m.; first post time is
noon. Raffle tickets will be available throughout the day. Tickets must be purchased by October 17 to allow for them to be mailed.
Send checks, payable to “Ramona Parlor
#109,” to Ramona Reservations, 1003 East
Valley Blvd., San Gabriel, CA 91776.

Nicasio Plans
Annual Turkey Feed

Nicasio #183’s Annual Turkey Feed will
be held on Wednesday, November 11, at
Hermann Sons Hall, 860 Western, Petaluma.
Menu features roast Willy Bird turkey,
mashed potatoes, stuffing, green beans,
gravy, cranberry sauce, rolls
and salad.
No - h o s t
cocktails
are
at 6 p.m., with
dinner at 7.
This event is
open to all Native Sons, prospective members, families and friends.
Tickets are $20 advance, $25 at the door.
Reservations are required by November 9
from Leo Lavio (707 763-0091), Kristofer
Nelson (707 332-2376), Dan Foppe (707
763-1736).

Las Positas Celebrates

Las Positas #96 will be holding its Annual
Anniversary Dinner on Saturday, November
14 at Elliston Vineyards in Sunol. Advance
tickets only—none sold at the door. Price of
$45 includes dinner and five raffle tickets.
Contact Steve Bretz (925) 980-0080 or Dana
Sutter (925) 788-4708 for information.

South Changes Meeting Time
South San Francisco #157’s second and
fourth Wednesday meetings at San Francisco’s Janet Pomeroy Center will now
begin at 7 p.m. instead of 7:30.

Fairfax Tuesday Lunches

Fairfax 307 invites all Native Sons and
prospective members to enjoy lunch every
Tuesday at noon at the parlor’s clubhouse,
135 Mitchell Drive in Fairfax. To get to the
clubhouse, drive through Fairfax on Sir
Francis Drake Blvd about 1/2 mile, turn
right on Glen Drive, then immediately right
and immediately left. The clubhouse is at
the end of the road. All lunches include salad, french bread, entree and dessert. Price
is just $8 per person. Wine, beer and soft Bidwell #21 brought in Cyrril Vado as its newest member at the recent business meeting.
Marshall Charles Batton (L), watches as Jr. Past President Carl von Bargen gives the oath.
drinks are available for $1.
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NSGW CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

Charitable Foundation
Donations

Here is a list of recent donations to our
Charitable Foundation in honor or in memory of. Such donations are a fine way to
honor deceased members, friends or relatives. The Charitable Foundation is a 501
(c)(3) organization and all contributions are
tax deductible. You can find the 2015 Cleft
Palate March, Total Donations and our
Donation Form on our website, nsgw.org.
Click “Community Involvement.”

At St. John’s donation are, left to right Steve Faessel, CF Director; Marcel Loh, Chief
Executive; Sister Maureen, Foundation Chaplain; Joe Ursino, CF Chairman; Grand
President Dean Zellers.

Zellers Gives $55,000 Check to St. John’s

By BOB SANTOS
On behalf of the NSGW Charitable
Foundation, Grand President Dean Zellers
presented a $55,000 check to Sister Maureen of St. John’s Cleft Palate Center in
Santa Monica August 2, marking the 47th
consecutive year of Native Sons’ donations
to that facility.
Since initiating giving to St. Johns
in 1968, the Foundation has presented
$1,632,500 to the Center.
St. John’s always puts on a very nice presentation that includes special guest speakers and team members presenting an overview of care of children with cleft palate or
craniofacial anomalies. One such speaker
was a young girl of 20 who came to the hospital in 1995 with a severe cleft palate and
craniofacial anomalies. St. John’s hospital
team took a portion out of our 1995 donation to help this young girl with surgeries.
More surgeries were performed in 2003 to
move her jaw out. Today she’s a beautiful
girl going to a northern California college
to be a lawyer.
Dr. Mark Urata , Medical Director, Cleft
Palate Center, spoke of the Center as having a nationally-recognized team known
for its innovative approach to helping
children with cleft palate and craniofacial
anomalies. The Center provides diagnostic,
surgical, social and educational services

to children and their families in a familycentered environment.
A large crowd from the Southern California parlors was on hand for the presentation in the hospital’s new health
center.
We deeply appreciate the support of all
our donors. For donation envelopes go to
our website nsgw.org for more information.

GLIMPSES OF NSGW’S PAST

Sausalito News, December 10, 1927
Big Christmas Tree Party for Kiddies
The annual Christmas Tree party of
Sea Point Parlors Native Sons and Native
Daughters of the Golden West will be
held in Sausalito on Sunday, December
18. These two organizations are putting
forth much effort to make the kiddies of
Sausalito happy during the holiday period.
They have already secured a wide assortment of toys as well as the usual nuts
and candies; these Santa Claus will present
to the little folk of the community. Those
taking an active part in the arrangements
for the party from Sea Point Parlor, Native
Sons, include I. J. O’Connell of Tiburon,
P. J. Elliott Jr., George M. Ohlemutz and
S. G. Ratto.

In Memory of George “ Bud “ Dulinsky
Antique Caterpillar Machinery Owners
Maxine Bardessono & Family
Phyllis Brace
Adeline Coronado PGP NSGW
Virginia Crowe
Charles & Carol Gabel
Clifford & Valerie Hill
Larry Houghton
Betty Jake
Dominica Lau
Jo Ann Myers
Deak & Elizabeth Perrin
Robert & Kathy Santos
Yvonne Stegall
Chester & Jackie Thomas
Virginia Tremaine PGP NSGW
In Memory of Robert Lapachet
Robert & Martha French
Peter Samardizch
In Memory of Oliver Terrill
Cambria Parlor # 152
In Memory of Arno Hansen
Eden Parlor # 113
In Memory of Gerome E. Glickman
KTVU & KILU Fox TV Stations
Cleft Palate March Donations
University Parlor #272
Washington Parlor #169
For Cleft Palate
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Kathy Trainor
In Memory of Louis Wunschel
Placerville Parlor # 9
In memory of Patt Parenti
Joe & Marilou Ursino
In Memory of Fred C. Forsman
Quartz Parlor # 58
In Memory of Thomas J. Walker Sr.
Clifford & Valerie Hill
In Memory of Richard Liranzo
Eden Parlor # 113
Robert & Kathy Santos
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Native Sons Win First Place
in Sonoma Night Parade
GP Zellers is Grand Marshal

By PATRICK HOFFMAN
The Valley of the Moon Vintage Festival is one of the oldest
and longest-running events in California. This year’s 118th annual
weekend event brought folks from all over the world to the small
town in of Sonoma.
The “Get Your Glow On” Night Parade returned to Sonoma
Plaza on September 26. With Native Sons Grand President Dean
Zellers as the parade’s Grand Marshal, the natives knew they had
to step up and represent our Order—doing so in such great style
that they won first place in the motorized division this year.
A serious collective effort was started, with Grand Marshal Ron
Brocco supplying the 18-foot flatbed truck and Fairfax #307 providing the colorful, five-foot tall display of our great state.
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DEATHS
HONORED DEAD

Aldo Ausano,San Jose #22: Attended the 97th,98th, 99th,
100th, 101st, 102nd, 103rd, 104th, 106th, 107th, 108th, 109th,
110th, 111st, 112th, 113th, 114th, 116th, 117th, 118th, 119th,
120th 121st, 122nd, 123rd, 124th, 125th, 126th, 127th, 128th,
129th, 130th, 131st and 132nd sessions of Grand Parlor as a
delegate’
Archie L. Grenz, Lodi #18: Attended the 113th, 114th, 115th,
116th, 117th, 128th and 129th sessions of Grand Parlor as a delegate. Attended the 108th, 109th, 110th, 111th and 112th sessions
of Grand Parlor as a Supervising District Deputy Grand President.
Bruce Hiebert, Byron #170: Attended seven sessions of Grand
Parlor as a delegate.
Edwin D. Truxel, Byron #170 (former member of Walnut
Creek #315): Attended sixteen sessions of Grand Parlor as a
delegate, the 92nd and 107th sessions as the Supervising District
Deputy Grand President of District #10, and the 95th session as the
Governor General.
DECEASED BROTHERS
Dolores-California #1
John F. Bollard, Jr.
Placerville #9
Donald Albert Murray
Humboldt #14
Robert William Peters
Ione #33
Clarence Terhune
Quartz #58
Fred Carlton Forsman
Redwood #66
Robert William Boelsems
Dominic Fama
Benicia #89
John Galvan
Santa Lucia #97
Marvin Ray Beleu
Ramona #109
Frank Richard Sheffield Jr.

Native Sons from four parlors helped Sonoma #111 to decorate
the truck with colorful fringe, lots of lights, flags, banners and
some hay bales for everyone to sit on.
And, finally, brothers from Sonoma #111, Bidwell #21, Argonaut
#8, Napa #62 and Nicasio #183 helped outfit the float and show the
California Native Son-kind of enthusiasm that helped win first place.
This was our Native Son brothers at their finest, many people
from different parlors stepping up working together for the good
of our beloved Order.

Eden #113
Arno Hansen
Gabilan #132
Frank W. Gomes Jr.
Chispa #139
Thomas DeGregori
Cambria #152
Oliver A. Terrill
South San Francisco #157
William Carrillo
Byron #170
Al Ambrosio
Twin Peaks #214
William Heincelman
Pebble Beach #230
Benjamin Franklin LaMar Jr.
Fairfax #307
Robert Penn

Here’s a belt buckle every Native Son will be proud to wear! It’s
in full color and commemorates one of the Native Sons’ most important dedications, the Bear Flag Monument in Sonoma’s Plaza.
Get one by signing up just two new or reinstated members!
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Membership Up Just a Little

Membership in the NaWelcome to our new members! We hope you will be active in tive Sons of the Golden West
your own parlor and visit neighboring parlors.
showed a slight increase—21—
Santa Lucia #97 (Continued)
Stockton #7
for the 2015-2016 memberwship
William John Fredrich
Stanley Jay Mall
year as of September 1.
Matthew Scott Nielsen
Argonaut #8
There’s hope for a larger inFrank Vargas
Daniel Michael Pritchard
crease, thanks to the efforts of
Ryan Frank Vargas
Grand President Dean Zellers,
San Jose #22
Ramona #109
his crew of grand officers, and
Gail Dance
stepped-up activties in many
Ronald
Lloyd
Finely
Leland J. Dance
parlors.
Bruce
Thore
Johnson
Kathryn Leglu
The very attractive new NaBarbara
Louise
Nelson
Pam Reinke
tive
Son belt buckle Zellers ofBernardo Quino
Joe Reinke
fers
in one incentive for memSonoma #111
Santa Rosa #28
bers to seek new members,
Jose Luis Carrillo
Joseph Gabriel LaCasse
but the most important reaErica L. Dardon
James Russell Smith
son is that each new member
Aaron Thomas Mix
strengthens a parlor—and who
St. Helena #53
Casey Sean Monahan
knows?—the new member you
Allen Coege, Jr.
Christian Palmer
bring in might someday be your
Rex Heywood
Matthew Richards
parlor’s chair or book officer or
Pete Lawrence
Cambria #152
may even aspire to Grand Parlor
Bill Ogletree
office and be a source of great
Clyde T. Warren
Alex Quirici
pride for your parlor!
Konocti #159
Jack Varozza
Native Sons information
Dematri Amaya
Ryan Weems
booths
are appearing at fairs
Pebble Beach #230
Andrew White
and
other
events, and some of
Richard Anthony Gomes
our dedications are drawing
Auburn #59
Troy J. Guy
larger crowds then they have
Ross Holcomb
Darren Steven King
had in many years.
Laurence Leal
Silver Star #63
Terrence L. Dorsey
Redwood #66
Paul Guaraldi
Santa Ana #74
Paul Richard Hesse
Santa Cruz #90
Kevin L. Carter
Vincent J. Martinez
Larry Oneto
Mike R. Venezio
Santa Lucia #97
Connor Adam Degraffenreid

San Luis Obispo #290
Gustavo Allumada
Tim Oliver
Johnnie Pinedo
Joe Pinedo
Alex Ramires
Bill Zybell
Fairfax #307
Scott Lee Anderson
Timothy James Burke
Michael Wolf Leifer
Robert L. Rames
De Anza #312
Ray Castillo

Solano Needs Vet’s
Day Flag Bearers

Solano #39 is looking for Native Sons to help carry the Stars
and Stripes in Fairfield’s Veterans Day Parade on Wednesday,
November 11. Please contact
Brother Steve Day at (707) 2466359 or at nativeson39@aol.
com for information.

MEMBERSHIP BOX
SCORE

Membership 5-1-15
8,018
Gains
		Initiated 		106			
		Reinstated 		 11			
Transferred 		 0
Total Gains
117
Losses
		Suspended		24			
		Resigned		 18		
		Withdrew		 0		
		Died		 54			
Tfd Out		 0
Total Losses
96
Net Change 		
+ 21
Membership 9-1-2015 8,039
Parlors With Net Gains
Amador #17
+
San Jose #22
+
Santa Rosa #28
+
Halcyon-Alameda #47
+
St. Helena #53
+
Auburn #59
+
Silver Star #63
+
Santa Ana #74
+
Calistoga #86
+
Benicia #89
+
Santa Cruz #90
+
Santa Lucia #97
+
Arrowhead #110
+
Sonoma #111
+
Chispa #139
+
Cambria #152
+
Konocti #159
+
Pebble Beach #230
+
Columbia #258
+
SLO #290
+
Fairfax #307
+
DeAnza #312
+

7
4
4
1
9
1
2
2
3
1
3
7
2
7
1
2
1
2
1
8
2
5

SUTTER
FINANCIAL

Stanley N. Ambrozy, CLU

CA Ins Lic #0478176
408.298.9131
sambrozy@the retirementgroup.com
996 Minnesota Ave., Suite 207
San Jose, CA 95125
Securities, insurance, and advisory services offered through
FSC Securities Corporation, Member FINRA/SIPC.
Financial Strategies Group is not affiliated with FSC Securities Corporation

Grand President Dean Zellers and a grand officer team dedicated
Loma Rica Hall in Marysville on September 19.
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CALENDAR—CLIP AND SAVE
This calendar is compiled from parlor newsletters, press releases and information supplied to Managing Editor Fred Codoni.
Please advise him, at the address on page 5, at least 60 days before
an event to insure timely publication. Note that some events are
for members only. Further information on many of these events
can be found in the pages of this issue of The Native Son.
Every Tuesday - Lunch for Native Sons and prospective members at Fairfax #307’s hall, 135 Mitchell Drive, Fairfax (415 4577766). Reservations not required.
OCTOBER
17 -San Jose #22 Dinner, Napredak Hall.
14 - Santa Rosa Fall dinner, parlor hall.
18 - South SF #157 Veterans’ Night Dinner
16-18 - Past Presidents Association General Assembly, Crown
21 - Santa Rosa Thanksgiving Dinner, parlor hall.
Plaza Hotel, Foster City.
25 – Alameda County Fourth Wednesday Lunch, Hayward
16 – Redwood #66 Barbecue, Bear Lodge Grove.
Ranch (Ron Holliday, 510 889-1603.
20 - San Jose #22 Dinner, Napredak Hall.
DECEMBER
21 - South SF #157 Octoberfest.
1 -Guadalupe #231 dinner at Masonic Hall.
21 - Fairfax #307 Old Timers’ Night, parlor hall.
4 – Napa Valley First Friday Luncheon, Napa Parlor.
25 - Ramona #109 Day at the Races.
8 - Twin Peaks Christmas Dinner, Basque Cultural Center,
28 – Alameda County Fourth Wednesday Lunch, Hayward South San Francisco.
Ranch (Ron Holliday, 510 889-1603.
9 - Santa Rosa Christmas Dinner and Raffle, parlor hall.
NOVEMBER
12 - South SF #157 35th Annual Crab Feed
3 - Guadalupe #231 lunch at Masonic Hall.
15 – Chispa #139 Christmas Party.
6 – Napa Valley First Friday Luncheon, St. Helena Parlor at its
16 - South SF #157 Annual Children’s Christmas Party
hall.
20 – Chispa #139 Pancake Breakfast.
11 - Nicasio #183 Annual Turkey Feed, Hermann Sons Hall,
23 – Alameda County Fourth Wednesday Lunch, Hayward
Petaluma.
Ranch (Ron Holliday, 510 889-1603.
14 - Las Positas #96 Anniversary Dinner.
JANUARY 2016
15 – Chispa #139 Pancake Breakfast.
30 - Re-Institution of Monterey Parlor #75.
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MORE PHOTOS FROM ST. HELENA’S CAR SHOW

Time to put the Bear Flag away after a celebration at Sacramento’s Gold Rush Days.

Nick Coy’s ’29 Model A Ford Truck.

Banquet in Sacramento celebrated Admission/Statehood Day.

Paul Pugh’s ’60 Austin-Healey.

Lagunitas Brewing Company must really like Sonoma Parlor’s
beer salesfolks.
We need more pictures! Please send us photos of your parlor
activities. Photos should be jpeg or tiff at minimum 300 ppi.
Please send them as an attachment to an e-mail, not embedded
in an e-mail. Also, don’t forget to include information about the
photo: who, what, why, when, where! Thanks!

