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GRAND PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Thank you for your 
trust, now let’s get 
going! Much to do 
and so little time to 
do it! Times they are 
a changing, for some 
of us, and I hope you 
and I will be a big 
part of it.  

Those that want it, 
here is my e-mail 
address nsgwgp142 
@gmail.com.  Stay in 
touch,  as communi-
cation is going to be 

what is going to get things done. Those that don’t have e-
mail send me a letter, P.O. Box 196, Salinas, CA 93901. 

I remember at the 2017 Grand Parlor when we talked 
about communication. I asked who does not have e-mail. 
At the most 10% stood up and said they do not. Well, sad 
to say we at Grand Parlor only have about 10% of our 
members e-mails and that is not going to make commu-
nication any better than last year and I do not want to 
hear the same complaints from those of you who do have 
e-mails. If we can get more e-mails and you can use mine,
I expect more complaints but at least we will hear them.
Parlor recording secretaries will need to step up this year.
We need this information to move forward and quite pos-
sibly lower your per capita tax next year. It will directly
affect your communication among your parlor members.
You will receive timely information, newsletters, list of
other parlors activities and any news we have much
quicker so that you don’t miss as much as you have in the
past. Please be proactive! Please send your memberships
e-mail list to my information Services Chairman Pat
Hoffman at nativesonpat@gmail.com

If you are a member, you have a right to know. If you are 
not getting answers at your parlor, please ask us. You 
may be getting perfectly good information and you just 
need to hear it from someone else. Just because you do 

not like the answers you may be receiving on the local
level does not mean they are incorrect. Your duty as a
member is to get involved. We look forward to interacting
with each and every member. We do care about your
membership. Get us your e-mail address, call or write a
letter. If you E-mail you should receive an answer within
24 hours on a weekday. If you call you should receive a
call back. If no one answers possibly today, maybe tomor-
row or even later if it is a weekend. Write a letter put it in
the mail and there are no guarantees!

As a matter of fact we care about you very much! We 
want you and any of your friends inside or outside of this 
organization to be active and get involved. I challenge 
each one of you to invite someone to your next meeting. 
After that see if you can make the effort to visit a parlor 
other than your own! I know at my parlor we very much 
enjoy seeing brothers from other parlors to hear about 
their experiences. You will not believe how good or not so 
good your parlor really is. Sometimes the grass is greener 
on the other side and maybe you do need a change. Hope-
fully not. I would really hope that you could be having the 
time of your life in your own parlor. If not give us a 
chance to see if we can make your parlor experience bet-
ter, let us know how we can help.  

I have talked to each of your district’s Supervising Dis-
trict Deputy’s, as they are your first line of contact and if 
you need their contact info please ask for a copy of our 
directory.  

If you do not have an e-mail but have access to a comput-
er please, contact us. We can walk you through it and set 
you up with an e-mail address. If not please contact your 
recording secretary for any information that you may 
need. They are your direct conduit to Grand Parlor for 
their members. Remember that Grand Parlor is here to 
support your membership. If you have questions call 1
(800) 337-1875. Dominica Lau or Tom Perazzo will be
glad to assist you.

On another note, if you are 18-40 years of age I will be 
making a special effort to listen to you and your ideas for 
moving the Native Sons forward. For too long we have 
neglected to listen to the younger generation and I look 
forward to trying to stop this from continuing. What we 
have done in the past is obviously not working. Please 
contact me any chance you get. 

Please join me in looking forward to changes. Hopefully 
you will see more, if you really want to. Celebrate the past 
a little more by moving into the present. Remember e-
mails, e-mails and more e-mails get them in and help us 
keep you informed. 

In friendship loyalty and charity, 

Carey D. Pearce 

Grand President, NSGW 
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“Thank you for your trust, now let’s 

get going! Much to do and so little 

time to do it! Times they are a chang-

ing, for some of us, and I hope you 

and I will be a big part of it. “ 

- Carey D. Pearce, Grand President

Grand President, Carey D. Pearce 



Off the beaten path, tucked in a valley in Central California, 

lies one of the best preserved of the missions.  For years, it 

was virtually off limits, surrounded by a military base, but 

today it is open for visi-

tors, worshippers, and 

conference attendees.  It 

is Mission San Antonio 

de Padua, located in the 

town of Jalon. 

Mission San Antonio de 

Padua was founded on 

July 14, 1771 by Saint 

Junipero Serra.  . It is the 

third of the twenty-one 

California missions. The 

mission was visited by 

Juan de Bautista on his 

epic exploration in 1776.  

The current mission was 

built in 1779.  It has been 

restored twice, once after 

the 1906 Earthquake and again in 1948.   Before the found-

ing of the mission the Salinas River Valley was home to the 

Salinan tribe, who called themselves the Te'po'ta'ahl, or the 

“People of the Oaks”.  They lived by hunting and gathering 

and trading with coastal tribes.  Before European contact, 

there may have been as many as 3,000 Salinan people living 

in small villages near the Salinas River.  The mission was 

secularized in 1836 and the last Franciscan, Padre Jose 

Gutierrez left in 1843.  The Catholic Church received 

title to the mission lands in 1858.  In the 1920’s, Wil-

liam Randolph Hearst bought 154,000 acres of the 

former mission lands as a ranch.  In 1940, the War 

Department purchased the ranch from Hearst and 

established Fort Hunter Liggett.  The mission origi-

nally was located inside the secure cantonment of the 

fort, but today, it sits on military reservation land, 

just outside the secure area. 

The mission was named after Anthony of Padua, who 

was born Lisbon, Portugal as Fernando Martins de 

Bulhões in 1195.  The future saint came from a 

wealthy family.  He was educated at the cathedral 

school in Lisbon. When he was fifteen, he entered the 

Augustinian Abbey of St. Vincent in Lisbon.  In 1212, 

he asked to be transferred to the Abbey of Santa Cruz 

so that he would not be distracted from his studies by 

family visits.  After he completed his studies in Latin 

and theology he was ordained.  He then became the 

Guestmaster for the Abbey of Santa Cruz.  While he 

was fulfilling his duties, he was impressed by the 

humility and dedication of some guests who were 

Franciscan friars.  He asked permission to leave and 

join the Franciscan Order.  When he became a Fran-

ciscan friar, he adopted the name of Saint Anthony the 

Great.  As a Franciscan, Anthony became known for his 

preaching, depth of knowledge, and teaching.  He was can-

onized less than a 

year after his death 

and was named a 

“Doctor of the 

Church” in 1946.  

Today, the mission 

has some seventy 

or so parishioners 

who regularly at-

tend services.  This 

number swells 

when soldiers from 

Fort Hunter Liggett 

are deployed.  The 

mission also serves 

as a retreat for the 

Diocese of Monte-

rey and is also used 

as a conference center.  There is a small gift shop, a small 

museum, and several historical markers on the grounds. 

Getting There: From 414 Mason Street take US-101 South to 

Exit 283-Jolon Road.  Follow Jolon Road to the mission.  

The mission is located at 1 Mission Creek Road, Jolon, CA. 
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RETRO RAMBLINGS 
By Douglas Love 

Mission San Antonio 

Mission San Antonio 
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PARLOR ACTIVITIES 

Solano Parlor #39  
• June 23, 2018—Swine Dine – Chairman Mike 

Dillman (707) 974-7742 for tickets & information 
– at Jim & Diane Peterson’s Ranch, 4973 Gordon 
Valley Road, Fairfield, CA 

• July 4, 2018—Fairfield Fourth of July Parade—
Solano #39 members and others will be carrying 
the American Flag. Volunteers are asked to call 
Steve at (707) 246-6359. Needed are 18 to 25 
volunteers.  

• August 4, 2018—Oyster Feed – Chairman Pete 
Smith (707) 326-5555 Pete & Cindy Smith’s 
Ranch at 3191 Ramsey Road, Fairfield, CA  

 

National Parlor #118 
• June 21, 2018—Basque Luncheon – Leg of 

Lamb/Fillet of Sole.  More info. Tom Hillyard 650
-504-1464 tomhillyard@comcast.net 

 

Las Positas Parlor #96 
• June 23, 2018—27th Annual Horseshoe Tourna-

ment – 8 am—Robertson Park - 3200 Robertson 
Park Rd, Livermore, CA 94550.  Cost $10.00. 
More Info.  Robert Jeffers 925 –382-7914 

 

Konocti Parlor #159 
• July 21, 2018—Konocti Tri-Tip and Chicken Bar-

becue – 1 pm—Buckingham Community Center - 
2850 Eastlake Dr, Kelseyville, CA 95451.  Cost – 
$15.00.  Contacts; George Adams 707- 481-
4295) or Tony Braito 707-245-7663 

 

Fairfax Parlor #307 
• Every Tuesday —lunch for Native Sons and pro-

spective members, parlor clubhouse at 135 
Mitchell Drive, Fairfax. Lunch $8, beer and wine 
$2, soft drinks $1. Reservations are not required. 
Information from Fred Codoni, (415) 459-7082, 
nsgwfpc@comcast.net. 

 

South San Francisco Parlor #157 
• June 13, 2018 —Italian Night Dinner, Janet 

Pomeroy Center, San Francisco.  
 

 Eden Parlor #157 
• June 25, 2018 —President’s steak night dinner, 

Veterans Hall, 22737 Main Street, Hayward, $15. 
Information and reservations from Joe Reynaud, 
(510) 538-3096.  

Guadalupe Parlor #231 
• June 30, 2018 —Charity Committee Picnic for 

the women and children residing at The Epipha-
ny Center in San Francisco.  

 

Seapoint Parlor #158 
• July 4, 2018 —Carrying the American Flag and 

the parlor’s banner carrier in the Sausalito Pa-
rade. 

 

Santa Rosa Parlor #28 
• August 08, 2018 —Bocce Ball at the Mattiuzzi’s 

home, 4354 Sonoma Mountain Road, Santa Ro-
sa, starting at 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 7. Mem-
bers, families and guests welcome. Cost is a do-
nation. Reservations by Saturday, August 4 from 
Shirley Mattiuzzi (707) 542-4356 or Walter Hyde 
(707) 795-9702). 

• September 12, 2018 —Admission Day dinner 
and business meeting at the parlor’s hall, 3318 
Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa. Members, fami-
lies and guests welcome. Price of $10 include 
wine, beer and soda starting at 6:30 p.m. Dinner 
is at 7 p.m. Reservations by Saturday, Septem-
ber 8 from Shirley Mattiuzzi (707) 542-4356 or 
Walter Hyde (707) 795-9702).  

 

Mt. Tam Parlor #64 
• August 09, 2018 —Steak Barbecue, Druids Hall, 

Novato, 6 p.m. Open to everyone. Reservations 
from Bob Rogers, (415) 897-8386, bndrog-
ers@verizon.net. 

 

Twin Peaks Parlor #214 
• August 11, 2018 —Annual Harry Smith Golf 

Tournament. 
 

Benicia Parlor #89 
• June 14, 2018 —Steak Dinner—BDES Hall, 140 

West J., Benicia. RSVP 707 745-2597 at least two 
days in advance.  

• August 17, 2018—Golf Tournament—RSVP 707 
745-2597 at least two days in advance.  
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Chispa Parlor #139  
• June 15, 2018—Friends and Family Social fea-

turing chicken in a barrel at the parlor’s hall. 
Reservations at (209) 728-8902 or Chis-
pa139@sbcglobal.net. 

• July 20, 2018—Friends and Family Social featur-
ing ribs at the parlor’s hall. Reservations at (209) 
728-8902 or Chispa139@sbcglobal.net.  

• August 17, 2018—Friends and Family Social fea-
turing Italian Dishes at the parlor’s hall. Reserva-
tions at (209) 728-8902 or Chi 
spa139@sbcglobal.net.  

 

 

Ramona Parlor #109 
• July 11, 2018 —Outing to the Getty Villa—Price 

of $20 per person includes bus transportation, 
tour and a box lunch. Make checks payable to 
“Ramona Museum and mail to Ramona Reserva-
tions, c/o Claro’s Market, 1003 E. Valley Blvd., 
San Gabriel 91776, specifying choice of Vegetari-
an, Italian, Turkey/Havarti or Roast Beef/Swiss. 
Information from Rosemarie at (626) 523-9798. 

• June 25, 2018 —President’s steak night dinner, 
Veterans Hall, 22737 Main Street, Hayward, $15. 
Information and reservations from Joe Reynaud, 
(510) 538-3096.  

 

PARLOR ACTIVITIES 

Lucky Calendars Still Available 
$9900 to be Awarded between July 1 and Dec 31 

All Remaining 2018 Lucky Calendars will be reduced in price from $25 each to just $15 but for only $5 more you can buy 

TWO Calendars ($20). That's $10 Per Lucky Calendar! 

Watch our Native Sons Website NSGW.ORG for winners, but better yet, look for a check in the mail from Grand Parlor! 

Every Day you can win $25. $100 on Saturday, $700 the last day of June and Sept, $200 last day of all other months and 

EVERYONE is eligible to win the final $2000 on Dec 31! Your winning ticket is put back into the hopper for a 2nd chance 

for Even More Awards! 

Proceeds from NSGW's Lucky Calendar benefit all Native Sons of the Golden West keeping our Per Capita low.  

Contact Mitch Laing (nsgw28mitch@gmail.com) for more info. 

 

NASCAR -Raceway Parlor Fundraiser 

June 22nd - 24th  
To be able to earn much needed money for your parlor volunteer at the Raceway Parlor events. 

Sonoma Raceway - 29355 Arnold Drive, Sonoma, CA 95476 

More Inf0. Contact Carl von Bargen 530-533-2169/530-828-2039 

Commodore Sloat Landing Commemoration 
July 7, 2018 @ 12:00 pm Monterey Custom House Plaza  

Grand Trustees meeting 4:00 P.M. at the Santa Lucia Parlor #97  

Board meeting 5:00 PM also at the Santa Lucia #97 

Santa Lucia #97— 76 W. Alisal Street, Salinas, CA 93901 

Parlor and Dinner to follow. 

Period Attire is encouraged / NSGW Members welcome. 

For more information contact Kathi Rapozo Pearce 831.524.1754 



 LA MESA BATTLEFIELD DEDICATION  

AND PLAQUE REPLACEMENT OF  

CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARK #167  
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Rio Hondo Parlor #294, in association with the California Office of Historical Preservation, 

the City of Vernon, the Historical Preservation Foundation of the Native Sons of the Golden 

West and University Parlor #272, would like to is invite all members of the Native Sons of the 

Golden West to the Grand Parlor dedication and plaque replacement of California Historical 

Landmark #167, the La Mesa Battlefield site.  

August 7, 2018 at 11AM.  

Vernon City Hall, 4305 Santa Fe Ave.,  

Vernon, California, 90058 
Please note: The City of Vernon is located approximately 6 miles from downtown Los Angeles  

 

The dedication event will include:  NSGW dedication, Speeches, Refreshments,  

Color guard, and Entertainment  

 

Please contact Joe Castillo, Grand 2nd Vice President at joeacastillo@aol.com, (626) 205-0017 for 

more information.  

Annual Yountville Veterans Home Visitation and Picnic 

July 15, 2018 @ 10:30 am Veterans Home of California, Yountville  
Veterans Home of California, Yountville - 260 California Drive, Yountville, CA 94599, USA  

The 58th Annual Native Sons and Native Daughters visit to the Veterans’ Home in Yountville,      

sponsored by Holderman #316, will be on Sunday, July 16th. 

Price of $20 per person includes lunch of steak or hot dog, salad, chili beans, bread and dessert, with 

beer, wine and soda for sale. 

Registration opens at 10:30 a.m.; veterans will be served at 11:30 and public will be served thereafter. 

Parlors wishing to feed a veteran can do so for a contribution of $10 each; mail checks to Holderman 

#316, 260 American Canyon Drive #87, American Canyon, CA 94503. 

At 1 p.m., grand officers of both orders will speak and make a presentation to the Veterans’ Home 

representative. Reservations aren’t required. 

Chispa #139 Fishing Boat Raffle 
Chispa #139 is holding a raffle for a 2018 16.5-foot Crestliner fishing boat, motor and trailer 

worth more than $15,000. There will be no more than 1,000 tickets (probably fewer) at $50. 

Winner must pay the taxes on the value of the boat, so he or she may choose to receive 

$10,000 in cash instead. Tickets are available at the parlor’s telephone number, 

(209) 728-8902 or at chispa139@sbcglobal.net. Drawing will be held at the par-

lor June 15 social.  
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THE TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD—PART 2 
By Douglas Love 

As early as 1850, the California State Legislature had called 

for a railroad link to connect California to the rest of the 

Union.  Between 1853 and 1855, the Department of War 

surveyed five different routes for a rail line to California. (1) 

Secretary of War, Jefferson Davis and the southern Sena-

tors and Congressmen preferred a southern route from 

New Orleans to Los Angeles.  Senator Stephen A. Douglas 

and most northern Senators and Congressmen preferred a 

northern route between Sacramento and Chicago.  There 

the matter would rest, neither side willing to compromise 

with the other, until the election of Abraham Lincoln and 

the Secession Crisis. 

Meanwhile, in California, Theodore Judah found backers 

for his plan to build a railroad over the Sierra Nevada and 

connect California with the rest of the Union.  On June 27, 

1861, a group of investors filed incorporation papers with 

the California Secretary of State and created the Central 

Pacific Rail Road Company of California with an initial 

capital investment of $8,500,000 split into shares of 

$100.00 each. (2)  Besides Judah, the original investors 

were Leland Stanford, Charles Crocker, C.P. Huntington, 

Mark Hopkins, Samuel Bailey and S. A. Booth of Sacra-

mento, D. W. Strong of Dutch Flat, and Charles Marsh of 

Nevada.  The initial commissioners of the company were B. 

F. Moore of Dutch Flat, Edward Brickell of Illinoistown, E. 

G Waite of Nevada, E. McLaughlan of Grass Valley and 

Samuel Cross of Sacramento.  There were thirty two origi-

nal shareholders, with Judah, Crocker, Hopkins, Stanford 

and Huntington holding one hundred fifty shares each and 

the others holding the remainder.  The initial goal of the 

Central pacific was to build a railway from Sacramento to 

the Nevada border.  After Judah’s untimely death from 

Yellow Fever in Panama, Stanford, Huntington, Crocker 

and Hopkins became known as, “The Big Four”. 

Once the southern states had seceded and their representa-

tives had left Congress, the matter of the Pacific Railway 

legislation could be addressed.  On July 1, 1862, President 

Lincoln signed the Pacific Railway Act if 1862 (12 Stat 489) 

into law.  The act provided that the Union Pacific was to 

construct a railroad and telegraph line from “a point on the 

one hundredth meridian of longitude west from Green-

wich, between the south margin of the valley of the Repub-

lican River and the north margin of the valley of the Platte 

River, to the western boundary of Nevada Territory” and 

that the company would receive right of way, land and tim-

ber rights and alternate sections of public land along the 

route.  The purpose of this grant was “for the purpose of 

aiding in the construction of said railroad and telegraph 

line, and to secure the safe and speedy transportation of 

mails, troops, munitions of war, and public stores…”  The 

Central Pacific was “…hereby authorized to construct a 

railroad and telegraph line from the Pacific coast, at or near 

San Francisco, or the navigable waters of the Sacramento 

River, to the eastern boundary of California, upon the same 

terms and conditions, in all respects, as are contained in 

this act for the construction of said railroad and telegraph 

line first mentioned, and to meet and connect with the first 

mentioned railroad and telegraph line on the eastern 

boundary of California.”(3)  With this, the Union and Cen-

tral Pacific could begin building the railroad which would 

finally link California to the rest of the United States. 

There was one slight problem, however, the Civil War.  

Neither the Union nor the Central Pacific made much pro-

gress from 1862 to 1865.  Labor was hard to find and the 

war made it nearly impossible to find rails or rolling stock.  

Judah had brought some equipment with him from the east 

and work began on the Central Pacific on January 8, 1863.

(4) Since the Central Pacific would receive no money from 

the Federal government until it laid at least forty miles of 

track, the work progressed rather quickly.  The Central 

Pacific was eligible for financing in the form of government 

bonds, as was the Union Pacific; $16,000 per mile in the 

plains, $32,000 per mile in the Sacramento Valley and 

Nebraska and finally, $48,000 per mile in the mountains. 

(5) Since the Central Pacific would be paid so much more 

for laying track in the “mountains”, Charles Crocker and 

Leland Stanford determined that the Sierra Nevada began 

at Arcade Creek, some twenty miles west of the true begin-

ning of the uphill grade. (6)  Theodore Judah complained 

and the “Associates”, as Crocker, Stanford, Huntington, 

and Hopkins were calling themselves, bought Judah out for 

$100,000.  Judah then made another trip to the East Coast 

to try to find financing to buy “the Associates” out, con-

tracted yellow fever in Panama and died in New York City 

on November 2, 1863.  He was thirty seven and never got to 

see his dream of a transcontinental railroad become a reali-

ty. 

Labor shortages continued to plague the Central Pacific 

until the end of the war.  Even after the war, those veterans 

who were looking for work signed on with the Union Pacific 

rather than risk the long and dangerous journey to Califor-

nia.  Those who did come to California went to work in the 

gold mines or the silver mines of the Comstock Lode in 

Nevada. For Charles Crocker, the self-styled “General Su-

perintendent” of the Central Pacific, and his newly hired 

Superintendent, James Strobridge, had to find a solution.  

Crocker cane up with the idea of hiring Chinese laborers, a 

previously untapped labor pool.  Strobridge remained un-

convinced, saying, in a statement redolent of the racism 

and xenophobia of the time, that the “tiny rice eaters” were 

too frail to do the work.  Crocker countered that the Chi-

nese had built the Great Wall and that they would take low-

er pay than other workers.  Strobridge hired a group of 

fifty, as an experiment and soon hundreds and thousands 

were hired. (7)  

Continued on page 8 
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Transcontinental railroad part 2 — Continued 
from page 4 

The Chinese workers who built the Central Pacific faced 

extremely harsh working conditions.  They were paid about 

a dollar to two dollars a day and money was subtracted 

from their pay for food, unlike the Union Pacific, which 

provided meals for its predominantly Irish work force.  

They were forced to work in the dead of winter, with little or 

no safety precautions, as we would recognize them today.  

In the beginning, they were paid less than other works, but 

as the years went on, the wages paid to the Chinese rose to 

prevailing wage for skilled and unskilled laborers.(8)  One 

group of historians see the Chinese as exploited laborers 

who were used by Crocker, et al for their own enrichment.  

Others see them as willing laborers till others freely accept-

ed the risks and dangers of building the railroad.  Still oth-

ers see the Chinese laborers as nothing more than a back-

drop against which the great task of realizing the railroad 

was completed.  Calvin Miaw, in his essay examining the 

interpretation of the role of the Chinese in building the rail-

road critiques all three views. (9)  Personally, I believe that 

the truth is partially contained in all three views.  While it is 

clear that the Chinese were an underutilized labor force in 

California, and initially, they did work for lower wages, it is 

my view that this “exploitation” has to be viewed in context. 

The Chinese were victims of rampant racism in 19th Centu-

ry America.  They were seen as backward, servile and 

“foreign”.  California placed extra taxes and fees upon the 

Chinese who came here seeking their fortunes.  Many did 

work in servile positions, as cooks, launderers, and house-

hold servants.  They were restricted in where they could live 

and, in many cases, forbidden to own real property.  Even 

the proto-labor union of the time, the Knights of Labor, 

refused to admit Chinese workers into their ranks.  Given 

this backdrop, it is easy to see why thousands of Chinese 

working men accepted jobs with the Central Pacific. 

Working conditions were harsh by modern standards, but 

no worse than coal miners in Appalachia at the time or any 

other industrial workers.  The Central Pacific was built at a 

time before real labor unions, the forty hour work week or 

any workplace safety regulation.  There was no Cal OSHA to 

check to make sure that Crocker and Strobridge provided 

safe working conditions.  All of the work, health, and safety 

regulations we take for granted simply did not exist.  As for 

not providing food, most Americans in the 1860’s were to-

tally unfamiliar with Chinese cuisine of any kind and the 

Chinese workers balked at eating “western” food whish was 

unfamiliar to them.  It was simply more efficient to pur-

chase their own food through their work gang “bosses”.  

This certainly is no worse than the miners in Appalachia, 

who rented company owned houses, had to buy food, cloth-

ing, tools, and other essentials at a company store and quite 

frequently owed the company more than they made. 

This does not diminish the achievement of “Charlie Crock-

er’s Boys”.  Rather, it enhances it.  Thousands of Chinese 

toiled to build a railroad through the Sierra Nevada, a her-

culean task.  They faced discrimination, racism, xenopho-

bia, and harsh, brutal, even deadly, working conditions to 

achieve something many thought was impossible.  They, 

and the workers of the Union Pacific, built a railroad across 

a continent; the first in the world.  They made it possible to 

travel to California in days, not weeks or months, and the 

railroad they built helped California grow into the most 

populous state in the Union and the world’s seventh largest 

economy.  It is fitting that the California state legislature 

designated May 10, the day of the completion of the Trans-

continental Railroad as “California Chinese Rail Workers 

Memorial Day” in 2017. (10)  

This is my last article for the Native Son as Grand Histori-

an.  I wish to thank Grand President Erik Christeson for my 

appointment as a Grand Officer and sincerely hope that 

you, my Brothers, have enjoyed my poor attempts at writing 

them.  It has certainly been a pleasure and an honor to 

serve as Grand Historian for the 2017-2018 term.  

In Friendship, Loyalty, and Charity 
Douglas D. Love 
Former Grand Historian 
President, Napa Parlor #62   
    

Notes 

1. https://railroad.lindahall.org/essays/brief-history.html 

2. https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/page-

one/7AGNf3vB-89DEA childAs-

setId=pAE8bo_RuyN6zg&ms=%7B%22x%22%

3A0.5672047648935732%2C%22y%22%

3A0.19279638511619726%2C%22z%22%3A11%2C%

22size%22%3A%7B%22width%22%3A0.8616%2C%

22height%22%3A0.12376377507770557%7D%7D 

3. 12 Stat 489 et seq. 

4. Wolmar (2012) pg. 132 

5. Wolmar (2012) pg. 129 

6. Wolmar (2012) pg. 132 

7. Wolmar (2012) pg. 141 

8. http://web.stanford.edu/group/chineserailroad/cgi-bin/

wordpress/sisons-china-proll-cprr-payroll-no-116-february

-1866/ 

9. http://web.stanford.edu/group/chineserailroad/cgi-bin/

wordpress/three-interpretations-of-the-role-of-chinese-

railroad-workers-in-the-construction-of-the-central-pacific

-railroad-2/ 

10. http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-05/10/

content_29284272.htm 
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Our 141 Grand Parlor March was slightly down this year 

from the previous year. The 3 hospitals all showed very 

interesting 

slide shows on 

the advance 

treatment in 

caring for chil-

dren with cleft 

palate. UCSF 

stated that they 

have acquired 

Children’s Hos-

pital in Oak-

land. This hos-

pital is also 

rated as one of 

the top hospital 

in the state. St. 

John’s present-

ed a touching 

slide show that showed children with cleft thanking Native 

Sons from the Golden West for all their help. Lastly, Sutter 

Hospital announced that because of our donations they are 

going to name their children’s wing after the Native Sons of 

the Golden West Charitable Foundation. More info and 

pictures will be coming of the March and upcoming events.   

The directors of the NSGW Charitable Foundation wishes 

to thank all the parlors, brothers and individual who donat-

ed. Without your generous donations this would not be 

possible. 

A full list of do-

nors and 

amounts will be 

on the website 

for your viewing 

(nsgw.org). Also 

we have pictures 

of the march and 

we will put them 

on the website. 

Again we thank 

you for helping 

children with a  

cleft palate or 

other craniofacial 

anomalies. 

 

RECAPULATION 

   PARLORS--------------------$79,214.35 

   OTHERS---------------------$23,700.00 

   MEMORIAL FUND---------$14,550.00 

   NSGW FUNDRAISER-------$3,524.00 

   PLEDGES--------------------$4,200.00 

TOTAL MARCH-----------$125,188.35 

 

141ST GRAND PARLOR CLEFT PALATE MARCH  



Much like the previous years the HPF finished the year on 

increasingly positive notes.  The Foundation has been able 

to partner with many different groups to further the mis-

sion.  From the collaborative efforts with Twin Peaks Parlor 

#214, Rio Hondo Parlor #294, Argonaut Parlor #8, Wood-

land Parlor #30, Amador Parlor #17, and Watsonville Par-

lor #65, the HPF has been able to encourage parlors to get 

involved in projects that have local significance.  The HPF 

has also worked outside of Native Sons parlors with dona-

tions toward the Native Daughters of the Golden West, the 

Yosemite Park Conservancy, University of La Verne, Santa 

Fe Springs Public Library, and the Miller Red Barn Associ-

ation to provide assistance in various projects. 

At Grand Parlor you heard from Heidi Doyle, the Executive 

Director of the Sierra State Parks Foundation, on the Don-

ner Monument in Truckee.  The HPF is exchanging ideas 

with the Sierra State Parks Foundation as to the suitable 

way of handling the fundraising and has not come to com-

plete agreement on the process.  But suffice it to say as the 

plans become clearer, it will be a defining moment for the 

HPF and hopefully put the HPF along with Native Sons 

back on the map.  By next issue there should be a report on 

the 100th anniversary of the Donner Monument in Truckee 

on June 9.  This event will mark the beginning of the fund 

raising efforts for the restoration of the monument and 

construction of an outdoor amphitheater.       

Concerning the two other parks that the HPF has been in-

volved in, the Monterey Custom House and the Vallejo 

Adobe in Petaluma, there has been no resolution, but they 

are percolating in the background. When and if they come 

to forefront, you will know.     

You heard that the HPF had a good year, but what was dol-

lar figure?  Due to the increased amount of funds raised 

this past year, the HPF was able to donate $45,646 of 

which $9,500.00 of that is pledged grants.  This was donat-

ed to a wide range of projects, both geographically and in 

scope.  That averages over $4000.00 per request.  This last 

year was our best year ever and all of the members and 

parlors of the Native Sons of the Golden West should be 

acknowledged for their parts in making the HPF a contin-

ued and improving success.  The board wants to thank you 

for your continued support.  The HPF is in a growth mode 

where it is getting stronger every year.  This is a long way 

from the beginning in 2000 and the last 9 years the im-

provements have been substantial.     

Here is a small review as to the beginnings of the HPF.  The 

Historical Preservation Foundation of the Native Sons of 

the Golden West was originally set up in the year 2000 as a 

separate nonprofit, tax exempt corporation which func-

tions under the corporation laws of the State of California.  

Its function is to make California history accessible, in-

formative, meaningful and entertaining for the public 

through the preservation, sponsorship, and promotion of 

historical sites and of events to commemorate historical 

dates.   

The long term goals from the year 2001 when the board 

was restructured, were to:  1) develop a more cohesive 

working relationship with state parks and other historical 

groups for the preservation of the history of California, 2)  

seek out private preservation projects in local communi-

ties, and 3) develop interest in activities by creative in-

volvement for all people interested in California history.  

The donation or matching grant amounts have increased 

accordingly, but it is only the beginning.  There are still 

opportunities waiting for funding and recognition.  From 

appearances those basic goals have been met and now on 

to the future. 

One of the positive by products of the HPF’s increasing 

growth and exposure is that that it is now recognized as a 

resource not only for our members but for the outside pub-

lic as well.  The brand of the Native Sons of the Golden 

West is spreading throughout California and its vehicle is 

the HPF of the NSGW.  Even though our mission is Califor-

nia history, our unspoken mission is the Native Sons of the 

Golden West.  As the HPF continues to grow and thrive, 

the belief of many is that the HPF and what it represents is 

the ultimate path of what will spur a rebirth of the Native 

Sons.  The list of those who believe this is growing each 

year.   

Preliminary reports from the 141st Grand Parlor just com-

pleted at South Lake Tahoe show about $50K collected 

through its room on hospitality row.  That is about a 100% 

increase over the last 2 years. Without the belief and sup-

port of the members of the Native Sons of the Golden West 

in the mission of the HPF none of this would be possible.  

The board of the HPF has worked tirelessly to earn the 

trust of each and every one of you and will continue to 

strive for excellence and improvement.   

Until next time, see you on the California Trail. 
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HISTORICAL PRESERVATION FOUNDATION REPORT 
By PGP David Allen, Chairman 

A Year in Pictures 
By Doug Love 

 

Enjoy a year of history and Native Son’s events through the 

eyes of former Grand Historian Doug Love.  Use the follow-

ing link to connect with these great pictures. 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/aC7W6Lbxx7gaJ9yy8 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/aC7W6Lbxx7gaJ9yy8
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Jon Campbell, SDDGP District #11, Proprietor 

  
Tasting Room:  67 Main Street, Sutter Creek, CA 95685 

Directly across the street from the NSGW hall. 20%  

discount to all NSGW and NDGW members 

Native Sons Of The Golden West—Las Positas Parlor #96 

27th Annual Horseshoe Tournament 
OPEN TO ALL NATIVE SONS & THEIR GUESTS 

Robertson Park Horseshoe Pits, Livermore 

Sat. June 23, 2018 9:00am Start 
Double Elimination- Singles & Doubles 

Practice and sign ups from 8:00-9:00am—Singles Event starts at 9:00 am sharp 

Registration Fee: $10.00 Per Event 
Trophies awarded for the top two finishers. 

The lawn adjacent to the pits is available for family & friends to enjoy 

Linguica sandwiches with chips will be for sale   

Raffle will be held during the break between events 

For more information call:  Robert Jeffers 925/382-7914 or robert@jdgeneral.com 

*Any Donations for the raffle will be appreciated* 

The NSGW120th Annual Statehood Day  

and Anniversary Celebration 

Saturday, September 8th , 2018 11:00 am to 4:00 pm  
Rowell Ranch Rodeo - 9275 Dublin Canyon Rd, Castro Valley, CA 94552 

Live Music, Classic Car Show, Great Food, and Refreshment Center. 

All included for $15.00 ($20 after August 15th or at the door) 

RSVP with Event Chairman—Mr. Dan Ryan, dano1888@yahoo.com 

510-331-3355  
 

Southern California Weekend 
October 5, 2018 – October 7, 2018 

San Juan Capistrano  

Santa Ana Parlor #7 4 invites all brothers to join 

us in historic San Juan Capistrano for Southern 

California Weekend. All events and attractions 

are a short walk from the train station and the 

hotel. Ride Amtrak or Metrolink and use the free 

shuttle to the hotel.  

 

More Info.   Santa Ana Parlor #74 

 714-904-4926 

 

Registration for all weekend activities is $75 per 

person. (Payable to NSGW #74) to: John 

Sorenson, Financial Secretary NSGW #74, 14932 

Gainford Circle, Irvine , CA 92604-2361  
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141ST GRAND PARLOR 
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141ST GRAND PARLOR 



Welcome to our new 

members  joining in 

March, April, and 

May!   

We hope you will be    

active in your own 

parlor and that you 

will visit neighboring 

parlors. 

Placerville #9 
Mark “Shane” Gernandt 

 
Humboldt #14 
Dean E. Hubbard 

 
Ione #33 

Seth Seaver 
 

Redwood #66 
Curtis Cassin 

Elias Leo Ledesma 
Karen Loudermilk 

Declan Sanchez 
Lauren Wright 

William Martin Lowrie 
 

Monterey #75 
Jerilynn Smith Crivello 

Rachel Wade 
 

Vallejo #77 
Dennis E. Clemente 

 
Benicia #89 

Gaylord Walter Quillin 
Garry Pruden 

Benton (Ron) Arbrey Pear-
man 

Bob Trialia 
John Donahue 

Lee Braddock Evans 
 

Georgetown #91 
Jerry Burpo 

Mitchell Stanley London 
Robert David Wilson 

Jeffrey Harrison Jackson 
Rafael Schopfer 

Gayne Munro Johnson 
 

Ramona #109 
Angie Gomez 

Jeff Butler 
Nicole Daddona Butler 

Thomas Gallahan 
Michelle Daddona 

 
National #118 

Daniel E. Swetlik 
 

Gabilan #132 
Norm Yop 

Steven Michael Gardiner 
 

John C. Fremont #293 
William Hurst 

Patrica S. Snoke 
 

Fairfax #307 
Jeffrey T. Birkenseer 

 
Dolores-California #1 

Andres J. Barroso 
Michael Matthew Rossetto 

 
Stockton #7 

Gary J. Medina 
 

Humboldt #14 
Greg Burger 

George T. Kneaper 
Jeffrey Slack 

 
Amador #17 
Don Flannery 

Steven McCloskey 
Micah Malcom 
Chris Antonio 
Talbot Harty 
Robert Logan 
Jeff Jackson 

 
San Jose #22 

Nick Resz 
Maureen Resz 

 
Solano #39 
Kevin Jacobs 

Halcyon-Alameda #47 
Daniel Duncan Timney 

 
Auburn #59 

Dennis Chapman 
 

Napa #62 
Michael Holcomb 
Anthony Magro 

Kellie Anne Fuller 
Daryl Masaji Muramoto 

 
Santa Cruz #90 
Dennis Lee Smith 

Laurence Ronald Ratcliffe 
Thomas L. Ghio 

Stephen Minot Cramer 
Norman Bruce Bettencourt 

Wayne Bassano 
 

Georgetown #91 
Jim Miller 
John Parra 

Don Weiland 
 

Santa Lucia #97 
Leonard Halcon 

Connor Otto Kramm 
Larry Robison 

Rickey Gene Safley 
Steven Roberts Wiley 

 
Arrowhead #110 
Claudia F. Cooley 

Christy “Chris” Marin 
Chris Carrillo 
Judy Jacobs 

 
Chispa #139 

Alan Abreo 
Gregory Dean Smith 

 
Cambria #152 
Nathan Sanchez 

 
Observatory #177 
Cynthia Bochmann 

Eric Medrano 
 

Presidio #194 
Patricia Ballestrasse 

 

Twin Peaks #214 
Fernando Aguilar 
David Balestieri 

Dennis O’Donnell 
Ron Roth 

William Siebert 
Kit Venable 

Richard MacDougal 
Devlin Joe 

Arnold Rechsteiner 
Robert Guerqero 

 
 

Estudillo #223 
Dennis A. Zwicker 

Nick Hayes 
 

San Luis Obispo #290 
Barbara Riekki 

Jacqueline Jane Mansfield 
 

Fairfax #307 
Claudio Casartelli 

 
John C. Bidwell #21 

Fred Barickman 
Jack Tim Creason 

Lisa Roden 
Kenneth L. Rogers 
Craig Solmonson 

Ron Strong 
Loretta Watson 

Grace Dwyer 
Stephen Wayne Gollihar 

Stephanie Pena 
 

San Jose #22 
Allen Armando Arreola 

 
Elk Grove #41 

Elizabeth Kathleen Lake 
 

Pebble Beach #230 
Ross Cheriton 
Jessica Nordby 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Wentling’s Studio 
All Grand Parlor photographs are used by          

permission and are the property of Wentling’s 

Studio.  To purchase a DVD of all Grand Parlor 

pictures please contact: 

Dirk Wentling 

dirk@wentlingstudio.com 

mailto:dirk@wentlingstudio.com


May the Lord grant eternal rest in the Grand Parlor on High to these brothers. 

HONORED DEAD   

Thomas Carella, National Parlor #118:  Attended the 123rd, 125th, and 126th sessions of Grand Parlor as a 
delegate. 

George Whitney, Napa Parlor #62/Benicia Parlor #89:  Attended the 109th, 113th, and 120th sessions of 
Grand Parlor as a delegate. 

James Roland Munro, Redwood Parlor #66:  Attended the 126th session of Grand Parlor as a delegate. 

Richard J. Day, Solano Parlor #39:  He was a Charter Member of Solano Parlor #39 and a 61-year member 
of the Order. Served as GOS, GIS and Grand Marshal at the 100th, 101st, and 102nd sessions. Served as Grand 
Trustee at the 103rd, 104th, 105th, and 106th sessions of Grand Parlor. Attended nineteen sessions of Grand Par-
lor as a delegate; the 93rd, 96th, 97th, 120th, 121st, 123rd, and 124th sessions as the SDDGP; the 113th, 114th, 
116th, and 117th sessions of Grand Parlor as a member of the Finance Committee, serving as Chairman at the 
115th and 118th sessions; the 110th, 111th, 125th, and 126th as a member of the Board of Control Committee, serv-
ing as chairman at the 112th and 127th sessions; the 90th, 128th, and 129th sessions as a member of the Board of 
Appeals Committee; and the 94th session as a member of Admission Day, serving as Chairman at the 109th ses-
sion.  

DECEASED BROTHERS  

DEATHS 
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Argonaut #8 
Gordon W. Porter 

 
Humboldt #14 
Darrell Keating 

 
Excelsior #31 

Mark James Giannini 
Stephen Paul Skochko 

 
Quartz #58 

Arlen Bradley Cartwright 
 

Napa #62 
Harold Moskowite 

LeRoy Edward "Lee" Hart 
 

Santa Barbara #116 
Daniel M. Valenzuela, Jr. 

 
National #118 

John Hentz 
Ray Tuccori 

William Brachna 
John deRidder 
Brian Matthews 
Frank Mirabella 
Danny Swetlik 

 
Piedmont #120 

Charles C. Plummer 

Gabilan #132 
Joseph H. DiMaggio 

 
Cambia #152 

Ronald S. Adams 
Craig Marlo 

 
Nicasio #183 

John Brotherton 
Donald Sartori 
Alfred Caletti 
Steve Balich 

 
San Luis Obispo #290 

Paul S. Gordon 
 

John C. Fremont #293 
Dorothy M. Serpa 

 
Placerville #9 

Thomas Lind 
 

Elk Grove #41 
Robert Hastie 

 
St. Helena #53 
Robert Lowman 

Peter Lopez Gonzales 
 

Vallejo #77 
Jerry Carter 

 
Calistoga #86 

William K. Nystrom 
Clarence Luvisi 

 
Las Positas #96 

Neil Haera 
Louis Santucci 

 
Eden #113 
Ross Urbach 

 
Gabilan #132 

Joseph Rosa 
 

Guadalupe #231 
Leonard D. Steffanelli 

Solano #39 
Dallas Hardy 

 
Chispa #139 

Neil Wayne Williams 
 

South San Francisco #157 
John Aleck Mino 

Gerald Henry Cook 
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THE NATIVE SON 
Tom Widlund,  Managing Editor 

 

Published bi-monthly by the Native Sons of the Golden 
West from its headquarters at 414 Mason Street, Suite 
300, San Francisco, CA 94102, for distribution to its 
members. Parlors offering material for publication 
should send it, along with parlor newsletters and ad-
vertising inquiries, to Tom Widlund e-mail 
t.widlund@yahoo.com before July 15th for the next 
issue. 
 
Send address changes to Grand Parlor, 414 Mason 
Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, CA 94102, or e-mail 
to nsgwgp@pacbell.net.  

Check out The 
Native Sons 

Website 
 

www.nsgw.org 
 

To view  
The Native Son 

in full color. 




