
“A Link to the Past with an Eye to the Future”   You have 

to go back to 1980 or 1981 to have seen the Native Sons of 

the Golden West in the Tournament of Roses Parade.  On 

October 20th an opportunity was presented to the NSGW 

Board for the Native Sons to join forces with the Gold 

Rush Fire Brigade from Pilot Hill in El Dorado County 

for entry to this event. The Fire Brigade had applied ear-

ly and was accepted in September.  By the way the Gold 

Rush Fire Brigade has 3 members who are members of 

the Native Sons. 

By then many of the deadlines had passed.  There was no 

budget and Grand Parlor gave $2000.00 from the Infor-

mation Services Committee, but the rest was on the par-

lors and members.  The Fire Brigade was looking for a 

sponsor and it seemed like an opportunity for the Native 

Sons.  The Brigade had the wagons, firemen, teamsters 

and a brass band.  The Brigade also had access to the fire 

ladder wagon which is owned by Auburn Parlor #59 and is 

stored at the Pilot Hill Fire station.  The Native Sons had 

thoughts of returning to the Rose Parade.   

Continued on page 13 
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Since 1890, the Rose Parade has been an annual Califor-
nia tradition to celebrate the New Year while showing 
off Southern California’s perfect weather, with entrants 
floats and carriages decorated with an abundance of 
blooming flowers and viewed by millions of people 
around the world.  

This year marked the 130th Tournament of Roses Pa-
rade, and the return of the Native Sons of the Golden 
West participation, after a 38-year hiatus! So, as you 
can image the excitement leading up to the event was 
as exuberant as a California fire in summer time…
Ironically, it was a fire on a Rose Parade float, which 
almost prevented the Native Sons of the Golden West/ 
Gold Rush Fire Brigade of four carriages from being part 
of the 2019 New Years day celebration!  

A flammable float on the day of the Rose Parade was 
just one of many challenges which were overcome in 
the making of the 2019 NSGW Gold Rush Fire Brigades 
Rose Parade participation. Notification of the Tourna-
ment of Roses invite came in September of 2018, leav-
ing only three months to plan and organize for the 
event. On such short notice, the NSGW were amazingly 
able to gather enough, bodies, money, horse carriages 
and flowers to participate in the January 1st, 2019 pa-

rade, making it a memorable come back for the Native 
Sons and their Rose Parade Tradition.  

NSGW Brothers who made the journey to Pasadena to 
participate in the Parade, included: Grand President 
Carey Pearce, Santa Lucia #97; Past Grand President 
David Allen, Auburn #59; Grand 1st Vice President 
James King, San Miguel #150; Joe Castillo, 2nd Vice 
President, Rio Hondo #294; Grand 3rd Vice President 
Ron Brocco, Sonoma #111; Mark Cochran, Santa 
Ana #74 and DDGP for San Diego and Marshall for Ra-
mona, Luke Bramon, Ramona Parlor, #109.   

In support of our traveling brothers who made the trip 
down from Northern, Central and all parts of Southern 
California, members of Ramona Parlor #109 enthusiasti-
cally voted to open its doors “in the name of 
“Friendship, Loyalty and Charity”: to all brothers who 
were participating in the parade. Over a six day period, 
the “Ramona Ritz” had the absolute delight and pleas-
ure of housing our brothers. The experience was de-
scribed as: “A much appreciated, memorable and cher-
ished indoor camping experience, which won’t soon be 
forgotten”.  

Continue on page 6  

By Luke Bramon, Ramona Parlor #109 

ROSE PARADE 2019, EVERYTHING IS COMING UP ROSES 
FOR THE NATIVE SONS OF THE GOLDEN WEST!  

TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE 2019 

By PGP David Allen, Auburn Parlor #59 



GRAND PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Brothers, you are 
making me 
Proud! 

My year is starting to 
wind down I can feel 
it. But, what you my 
brothers are doing is 
keeping me going 
and keeping my head 
up and chest 
pumped out proudly. 
Your contributions 
of time, money and 
other gifts no one 
will know about 

throughout our state are truly amazing. You have stepped 
up once again to help fire victims in our state, you an-
swered the call to fund our presence in the Rose parade 
which we have missed for over 35 years, you have also 
stepped up to help us compile e-mails of our membership 
to the tune of close to 2,000 of our members, This last 
accomplishment will help us moving forward and hope-
fully you will all realize the dividends of receiving com-
munications a little faster. 

In that vein, can each of you check with your Parlor’s 
Recording Secretaries to get the new password? It is still 
January but I have been asked about that subject many 
times in the last few days. If this is a problem or you have 
other problems, please contact me. We do not want to 
have communication problems in this day and age. 

Another topic of communication that I need to get out to 
the membership is in regards to this year’s Grand Parlor. 
The location is Visalia, the Hotel is the Wyndham and the 
dates are May 13-16, 2019. This date change was necessi-
tated due to outside forces beyond our control and was 
approved at our January Board meeting in Sacramento. 
Information regarding the Grand Parlor and its activities 
will be forthcoming. Once again I am looking forward to 
our membership stepping up and making this a well-
attended event in the center of our great state. 

As usual our membership woes started out in a down-
ward trend. Now is the time for everyone to step up once 
again. I have quite a few belt buckles to hand out and all 
that each of you have to do is bring in two new members. 
Please challenge yourself to do just that. If you can bring 
in one member you are a good brother and can probably 
bring in one more. If you bring in a youthful member 
please ask them to bring a friend with them. I know that 
you know, we need younger members for us to mentor. 
Those of you who have been mentoring our younger 
members know the rewards that come with that. 

Since everyone is in a giving mood, can you please send 
me your ideas on how to make things a little better? Also, 
if you think things are going well or getting better please 
by all means send me those messages also. I am pleased 
that so many of you are making my year such a memora-
ble one for me. I tried to come in with no grand plans or 
expectations and I think it has worked. I have had no 
misgivings or letdowns and nothing but positive vibes 
from you and the general public, who are not members, 

as well. I think people are seeing that we are not history 
but that we are still making it and making others aware of 
it also. I am encouraged by some of the things that are in 
the works for us moving forward. Hopefully all of your 
labors in this organization are becoming fruitful for you 
and those around you. We are making meaningful strides 
so please keep it up. A great way to give is coming March 
2-3, 2019 and that is San Francisco History Days at the 
San Francisco Mint. I believe if you give a little time to 
make this journey you will reap rewards greater than 
what you are giving. Please make the effort! Go online to 
check it out or contact Dennis McLaughlin of Guadalupe 
Parlor #231. 

Are you using our website? I still hear a lot of questions 
about when and where are things and events are going 
on. 9 out of 10 times I can go to our www.nsgw.org web-
site and the answer is there. Are you still using a phone? 
On more than one occasion I hear, they never answer 
their calls or e-mails; they never get back to me. Please 
make a phone call. If you cannot get answers from these 
two methods, I am still here. I will try to get you the an-
swers you need. My e-mail is still the same as it was when 
I started this year nsgwgp142@gmail.com I still have the 
same phone number (831)524-1712. I am still here for 
you. I want your Native Son of the Golden West experi-
ence to be the best that it can be. If I do not get your 
question answered in a timely fashion please call me 
back. I would rather hear complaints come straight from 
you. Please feel free to go to the source when you are 
looking for information. 

One last thing that I have not had time to track but I 
should, is, when I am contacting you about a website e-
mail inquiry are you following up? For those of you that I 
have sent possible members to enroll, research to do or 
just a question that I feel you might have the needed ex-
pertise to answer. Are you following up and completing 
these tasks? I am entrusted with these requests and I 
really think you are doing a great job of following up on 
these as I have not had any 2nd request sent to us. 

Again, Thank you all for what you are doing for our or-
der! 

In Friendship, Loyalty and Charity, 

Carey D. Pearce 

Grand President  

Native Sons of the Golden West 
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Grand President, Carey D. Pearce 



Just south of Salinas, in the fertile Salinas Valley lies 
the town of Soledad.  Soledad is at the heart of one of 
the richest agri-
cultural regions in 
California.  The 
entire city is sur-
rounded by fields 
growing a bewil-
dering variety of 
crops.  Lettuce, 
tomatoes, aspara-
gus, strawberries, 
grapes and broc-
coli and cauliflow-
er are just a few of 
the foods grown 
here. Many fresh 
food and vegeta-
ble companies 
make Soledad 
their home includ-
ing Dole and Tay-
lor Farms. Sole-
dad and the Salin-
as Valley have been the backdrop 
for stories by John Steinbeck, including Of Mice and 
Men and East of Eden, and the scene of strikes by the 
United Farm Workers.  Today, of course Soledad is 
probably more famous as the site of Soledad State 
Prison and as the “gateway” to Pinnicles National 
Park. 

The valley between the between the Santa Lucia and 
Gabilan ranges has been inhabited for thousands of 
years.  The Salinian people made it their home as did 
the Chalon, who were related to the Ohlone and other 
Costanoan peoples.  The Esselen people lived in the 
valley also.  All of the indigenous people lived by 
hunting and gathering, in small villages with no cen-
tral authority.  Evidence has been found of human 
habitation as far back as 3,500 years. 

On October 9, 1791, that all changed.  Father Fermin 
Lasuen founded Mission Maria Santisima Nuestra 
Senora de la Soledad near the Esselen village of Chut-
tisgelis.  The Mission’s early years were hard as the 
lack of water in the summer and cold temperatures in 
the winter took their toll on the Franciscan Missionar-
ies and the Native Peoples.  By 1810, the original 
wood and brush structures had been replaced by an 
adobe quadrangle and the buildings consisted of a 
chapel and a church, a dormitory,  four granaries, of-
fices, a mill, an unmarried women’s quarters, a tan-
nery, two warehouses, a hen house, a soap making 
shop and several other outbuildings.  Water was pro-
vided by a fifteen mile long aqueduct from the Arroyo 
Seco River.  The mission grazed sheep, had a five 
thousand grape vines planted and an orchard.  There 
were also six hundred horses and six thousand head 
of cattle on the mission’s lands.  The mission reached 
its peak population in 1805 when there were seven 
hundred twenty seven people living at the mission.  

In 1803, Father Florencio Ibanez arrived at Mission 
Soledad.  He remained the priest there for the next 

fifteen years and 
made many im-
provements.   
Governor Jose 
Joaquin de Arril-
laga who was the 
seventh and tenth 
Spanish Gover-
nor of California 
died at the mis-
sion in 1814 and 
is buried there.  
He is the only 
Spanish Gover-
nor of California 
to be buried in 
California.  His 
friend Father 
Ibanez died four 
years later and is 
also buried at the 
Mission. 

After the death of Father Ibenez, the last priest at 
Mission Soledad, Father Vincente Sarria arrived.  
Floods in 1824, 1828, and 1832 destroyed the church 
and chapel.  They were not rebuilt.  He remained in 
charge of the Mission until it was secularized in 1835.  
During its time as a Franciscan Mission, 2000 bap-
tisms and 700 marriages were conducted at Mission 
Soledad.   

After secularization, the mission was abandoned.  In 
1845, Pio Pico sold the mission for $800 to Feliciano 
Sobranes.  The mission buildings were stripped of 
anything of use and left to deteriorate. On May 23, 
1862, President Lincoln signed a decree which re-
turned all former mission sites to the Catholic Church.  
By then the mission was a ruin and not reoccupied.  
In 1954 through 1961, the Mission chapel and dormi-
tory were reconstructed by the Diocese of Monterey, 
with funds provided by the Native Daughters of the 
Golden West.  Further archeology and preservation 
efforts have continued to the present day. 

Continued on page 9 
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RETRO RAMBLINGS 
By Douglas Love, President—Napa Parlor #62 

Mission Soledad 
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PARLOR ACTIVITIES 

Solano Parlor #39  
• March 6, 2019—Corn Beef and Cabbage at the 

Masonic Hall, 412 Travis Blvd, Fairfield, CA in 
Fairfield. The cost will be $15.00 per person. 
Tickets will be available at the Business Meeting 
on Wednesday February 6, 2019. You can con-
tact Steve Day at (707) 246-6359 for reserva-
tions. 

• April 13, 2019—Clam Feed at the Masonic Hall, 
412 Travis Blvd, Fairfield, CA. The cost will be 
$30.00 per person. This is always a great dinner 
with all you can eat clams, pasta, salad and din-
ner rolls. For tickets, contact Chris Grace at 707) 
429-5351 or (707) 673-7281 

 

Observatory Parlor #177 
• February 20, 2019—Chili Cook-Off 5:30 PM. 

Brice Walker - valk_man@yahoo.com - 408-623-
1014.  American Legion Hall - Willow Glen 

• March 20, 2019—Corn Beef and Cabbage 5:30 
PM. Brice Walker - valk_man@yahoo.com - 408-
623-1014.  American Legion Hall - Willow Glen 

• April 17, 2019—Spaghetti Night  5:30 PM. Brice 
Walker - valk_man@yahoo.com - 408-623-1014.  
American Legion Hall - Willow Glen 

 
Fairfax Parlor #307 
• Every Tuesday —lunch for Native Sons and pro-

spective members, parlor clubhouse at 135 
Mitchell Drive, Fairfax. Lunch $8, beer and wine 
$2, soft drinks $1. Reservations are not required. 
Information from Fred Codoni, (415) 459-7082, 
nsgwfpc@comcast.net. 

 

Napa Parlor #62 
• March 18, 2019 —Pappy O’Flanigan Dinner— 

Please join us for Napa Parlor’s Award Winning 
Corned Beef and Cabbage Feed on March 18, 
2019. There will be a no host bar and cocktail 
hour beginning at 6:00 pm with dinner being 
served at 7:00 pm. The cost is $25.00 per per-
son. Once again, we will have our famous raffle 
with fabulous prizes and Guinness and Harp La-
ger. 

 
 

 

Sonoma Parlor #111 
• March 16, 2019—Corn Beef and Cabbage Din-

ner  - Vintage House, 264 1st St. E, Sonoma, CA 
95476.  $15 per person.   

 

Santa Rosa #28 
• February 13, 2019 —Crab Cioppino Dinner—  

Members, families and guests welcome. Cost is 
$15.00. Reservations call Shirley Mattiuzzi (707) 
542-4356.  Native Sons Hall - Santa Rosa - 3318 
Stony Point Rd, Santa Rosa, CA 95407, USA  

• March 13, 2019—Corn Beef and Cabbage Din-
ner, Business Meeting.  Members, families and 
guests are welcome. Dinner served at 7:00 pm. 
Reservation no later than Sat Mar 9th .  Nomina-
tion of Delegates for Grand Parlor   

 

National Parlor #118 
• February 21, 2019 —Basque Luncheon —  Osso 

Bucco / Prawns / Hamburger Steak 

 

Estudillo Parlor #223 
• March 9, 2019 —Annual Charity Prawn Feed —  

5:00—8:15 pm Veterans Memorial Hall 1105 
Bancroft Ave San Leandro 94577.  Still only 
$25!!! Cocktails 5:00 Dinner 6:15.  Salad, Pasta 
PRAWNS and dessert.  $100 cash door prize. 
Raffles. Ticket stub entitles you to $2 off at 
Porky’s Pizza. Call or email Jim for tickets 510-
760-1419 fleischman2882@att.net 

 

Vallejo Parlor #77 
• March 16, 2019—Crab Feed  - 6:00 pm—Come 

join us at Vallejo Parlor’s annual Crab Feed. 
There will be plenty of crab and all the fixings, a 
no host bar and raffle. This event is limited to 
150 tickets, so get yours now!  Contact Mike Kol-
lar (707) 315-7551.  Veterans Memorial Hall 
1105 Bancroft Ave San Leandro 94577 
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By Thomas Widlund, Managing Editor of 

The Native Son 

Let us know what your parlor is up to.  Whether 

it’s a regular monthly meeting or a special event/

dinner we want to know.  To have your event or 

activity listed please submit the following: 

1. Activity/Event Name 

2. Parlor # 

3. Date/Time 

4. Contact Info. 

All submissions must come via email to 

t.widlund@yahoo.com prior to the 15th of  

March for publication in the April—May 2019 

issue.   

PARLOR ACTIVITIES 
AND EVENTS Next Board Meeting 

March 30, 2019 

Salinas, CA 

 
More Information to come 

49er Days 

March 8—10, 2019 
Murphys,  CA 

 

Schedule 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As in years past candidates for Grand Parlor office from Redwood Parlor #66 would host the gin fizzes 

at the Sunday breakfast at 49’er Days.   This year that honor will go to candidate for Grand Trustee 

Marcia Skelton and the brothers of Redwood Parlor #66.  They invite you to take part in these tasty 

libations 

Friday, March 8th, 2019  

4-8 P.M. Registration at Chispa Parlor Hall              
389 Main St, Murphys, CA 95247  

5-8 P.M. Native Sons Reception at Chispa Parlor 
Hall 389 Main St, Murphys, CA 95247  

Saturday 9th, 2019  

10 A.M. Tour of Historic Murphys  

11 A.M. Initiation at Chispa Parlor  

1 P.M. Dedication of the Davies Store  

5:30 P.M. Doors Open Chispa Parlor  

6:30 P.M. Dinner served at Chispa Parlor  

Sunday, March 10th, 2019  

8-11 A.M. Pancake Breakfast at Chispa Parlor  

 

ATTENTION!  

A variety of room types have been blocked for 
all the Native Sons, for bookings call,  

Murphys Suites, 209-728-2121  

Murphys Inn Motel, 209-728-1818  

 

Costs TBA 

GRAND PARLOR 2019 

May 13—16, 2019 

Wyndham Hotel Visalia, CA 

 
More Information to come 
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Rose Parade, By Luke Bramon continued from 

page 1 

The announcement of the NSGW participation in the Rose 

Parade in the media also reawakened the excitement of 

former NSGW Brothers who had left the brotherhood due 

to closers of their former parlors or due to moving out of 

state. On several instances, previous Brothers (many in 

their late 80’s) of former Los Angeles Parlors came down to 

the parade site to view the NSGW carriages, with great 

pride. Phone calls from inactive brothers of former San 

Diego Parlors were also received, with happy and delightful 

cheers and good wishes. NSGW Brothers were not the only 

ones excited with the reemergence of the NSGW involve-

ment in the Rose Parade. Numerous Native Daughters of 

the Golden West also appeared out of the woodwork to 

share their past experiences with helping to build and con-

struct previous NSGW Rose Parade floats. During one of 

those stories came information that a former and now de-

ceased Ramona Parlor member had once owned a float 

building company which had built “many of NSGW Rose 

Parade Floats”. The NSGW Rose Parade fever also over-

flowed into members of the Gold Rush Fire Brigade, some 

of whom joined the NSGW as new members, and one gen-

tleman, who now lives in Nevada, who was so excited, that 

he signed up on the spot and had an informal obligation 

given to him at the camp inside the Rose Parades Equestri-

an center.  

Five days of endless hours of preparation and Rose Parade 

activities included: an impressive dinner held for all Rose 

Parade Equestrian participants, which was sponsored by 

Wells Fargo, at the posh Castaways restaurant in the hills of 

Burbank. A showcase of the NSGW Gold Rush Fire Brigade 

at the Burbank Equestrian Center for “Equestfest”; attend-

ed by 40,000 people, and televised, the event allowed at-

tendees to watch the Rose Parade participants horses and 

talented riders perform drills and dances and demonstrate 

trick riding and roping and allowed them to stroll through 

the stables, talk to riders and learn about the various tack 

and the many different breeds. The Native Sons/Gold Rush 

Fire Brigade had became a favorite for a visiting group from 

Georgia who vigorously cheered as the NSGW carriages 

rounded the equestrian center, and the waving California 

flag also caught the attention of the President of the Tour-

nament of Rose Parade Committee, who enthusiastically 

jumped up from his seat, to point at and applauded the 

California flag, which was waving from the hands of one of 

our participants.  

The 130th annual Rose Parade traveled for over 5 1/2 miles 

through the City of Pasadena and reportedly viewed by over 

47 million Americans who tuned in to watch the Parade of 

Roses on TV, while an estimated 700,000 plus lined the 

parade route...that’s 14,000,000 eyeballs all looking at you, 

on five miles of street...with that many people watching, 

you want to make sure your zippers up!  

For the event, The NSGW entry included: a 1900 era depot 

wagon turned into a band wagon with musicians using orig-

inal instruments from 1850’s and up, an 1898 chief’s buggy, 

a 1901 hose wagon/hose reel, and a ladder truck – all of 

which were pulled by big beautiful draft horses, just like in 

the old days! The unit included current and former fire 

fighters in historic fire fighting gear and Native Sons 

dressed in historical California western costumes. Being the 

first NSGW “Young Gun” to represent the Native Sons in 

the Rose Parade, I was very excited and extremely focused 

to present well! I had chosen to signify California Hero - 

John C. Frémont. A Southerner from Georgia, no one did 

more to secure California then Frémont...and in the pro-

cess, he also did a great job of upsetting a lot of people!  

After endless hours of preparation and excitement and nu-

merous obstacles, it was finally show time…except, for the 

unexpected fire, which ironically broke out on the Chinese 

American Heritage Foundation (CAHF) float in front of us 

– the NSGW/Gold Rush Fire Brigade! In the blink of an 

eye, chaos broke out and we were “that close” to not being 

in the parade. Once the float caught fire, the driver jumped 

out. When he did, the float appears to have kicked itself into 

reverse at which point it started heading towards us, as well 

as all the other parade participants and the crowds lining 

the street. Luckily the float jackknifed, or it would have 

been all over red rover.  

As all the bedlam was taking place, the Rose Parade crew 

sent one of our carriages down an emergency exit. It had 

been over thirty plus years since the Native Sons of the 

Golden West had been in the Rose Parade, and we were all 

thinking, “darn it, we were so close”. I was already feeling 

the disappointment for some many people who had been so 

excited about the NSGW reentry in to the parade. Since we 

were an equestrian team made up of first responders, some 

of us had jumped off to go help the people off the burning 

float but we were ordered back by parade staff. Then sud-

denly, we were told to hop onto the carriages and resume 

the parade, we managed to keep the horses calm and get 

them around the turmoil and confusion in front of us, and 

onto the parade route…once the horses got around the mal-

functioning float, there was a big roar of joyful shouts and 

applauds from the large wall of people cheering for us in the 

grandstands, which caught us off guard. It was like walking 

naked out of the shower and into the front room full of un-

expected guest! All the chaos leading into the parade actual-

ly made the parade more exciting. It was like watching your 

favorite team in the Rose Bowl when they’re down by two 

points with less then a minute to play, “will they make it?” 

Touchdown - We made it, with guns a-blazing and flags a-

waving! Once our carriages had passed the TV cameras, the 

phone in my pocket exploded with messages of everyone 

who had seen the NSGW/Gold Rush Fire Brigade and the 

California flag waving. Messages from NSGW Brothers and 

NDGW from up and down California were received, as well 

as messages from as far as Europe and Australia. Let it be 

noted, that on January 1st 2019, the entire world saw the 

Native Sons of the Golden West and the California Flag 

flying high in all its glory!  

Photos on page 8 
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HISTORICAL PRESERVATION FOUNDATION 
By PGP David Allen, Chairman 

There were not a lot of activities on the surface these 

past two months because of the holidays, but there 

was one significant event that happened in San Fran-

cisco in December at Guadalupe Parlor #231’s Christ-

mas Dinner.  In honor of Guadalupe Parlors mem-

bers, Leo Juarez and Bob Ratto, the Parlor made a 

$25K donation to the HPF to be used toward the Pio-

neer Monument in Truckee.  Add that to the $10K 

donation toward this project from Dolores Parlor #1 

and we are moving forward.  The HPF has planned to 

put $25K from the last calendar year and $25K from 

the next calendar.  This has enabled the HPF to final-

ly reach for its first fund raising goal for this project 

and move into Phase Two as appointments are being 

made with perspective corporate sponsors.     

At our meeting in January at the Discovery of Gold 

the HPF Board will review 5 more projects which 

could push the total of donations toward historic pro-

jects in California to about $200k since 2012.  As 

Huell Howser might say, “that’s amazing”.  This ac-

complishment shows our influence for historical en-

deavors continues to expand with over 60 different 

ventures throughout the Golden State.  Thank you to 

the members and parlors of the Native Sons of the 

Golden West. 

Next up on the horizon is the 142rd Grand Parlor in 

May in Visalia.  The HPF will once again have a room 

on Hospitality Row.  This format allows more person-

al interaction by:  1) Allowing NSGW members to 

meet and visit with members of the board, 2) mem-

bers can discuss various potential projects in your 

area and 3) to just learn about the HPF and its goals.  

To help continue with the vision of the HPF the room 

will be receiving donations at this location through-

out the convention.  The room will be staffed by 

members of the HPF and will be open for any and all 

questions.  On Wednesday morning the HPF will 

again be open early for Bloody Marys and also on 

Wednesday evening hors d’oeuvres and some adult 

beverages will be served, who knows there might be 

more surprises in the wind.  The plans will be final-

ized at the upcoming meetings of the HPF.    

Stay tuned as there should be a more in depth report 

in the next issue of the Native Son. 

Until next time, see you on the California 

Trail 

NOT JUST ANY MEMBER 

During the November 6 election, I was working my 

usual job as “roving inspector,” which means I super-

vised ten precincts in Fairfax, San Anselmo and Ross. 

Almost all of the folks who work the polls are experi-

enced and there’s seldom much for a rover to do ex-

cept to make sure the staff at each polling place 

knows what they’re doing and their ballot machines 

work properly. 

At a San Anselmo polling place I had a new chief in-

spector, so I spent some extra time with him. As usu-

al, when I meet someone I ask if he (or she) is a na-

tive Californian. I asked this gentleman if he had ever 

heard of the Native Sons of the Golden West. Though 

he had never been a member of our Order he knew 

almost everything about its founding and history. 

What he said next left me speechless. He said he was 

the great-great-grandson of our founder, General A. 

M. Winn! 

Born in Sacramento, Burton Winn now lives in San 

Anselmo with his wife Lynn. He spent many years 

travelling all over the world as a musician but now is 

content to relax at home. Wife Lynn has traced the 

Winn ancestry back to General Winn.  

Burton Winn is now a member of Fairfax Parlor! 

We’re proud to have him! 

By PGP Fred Codoni 

Burton Winn, Great-Great-Grandson of 
 General A.M. Winn 
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ROSE PARADE 2019 IN PICTURES 
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Retro Ramblings—Continued from page 3 

Mission Soledad is now a chapel under the auspices 
of the Diocese of Monterey.  The graves of Father 
Ibenez and Governor Arrillaga are remarked and the 
Diocese has a museum illustrating life at the mission 
and the life of the Native Peoples of the Salinas Val-
ley.  There is a small gift shop and the unrestored 
remains of the rest of the mission have been protect-
ed and stabilized.  There are plans in place to restore 

the rest of the mission. 

GETTING THERE: From 414 Mason Street, take 
US 101 South.  Take exit 301 onto Arroyo Seco Road.  
Turn Right onto Fort Romie Road.  The Mission is at 
36641 Fort Romie Road in Soledad.  The Mission is 
open daily from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm except for 
Christmas Day, New Year’s  Day, Thanksgiving and 
Easter.  There is a Mass held on the first Sunday of 
each month at 10:00am.  

The De Anza Trek Hosted by Parlor #312 

February 8—10, 2019 
Friday, February 8: 

6:30 pm:  Dinner on your own or meet at Famous Dave’s at 

Across the parking lot from the hotel 

 

Saturday February 9: 

9:00 am:  Carry the California Bear Flag in the Holtville 

Carrot Parade. Meet at 9:00 am at 5th St and Maple in 

Holtville.  We will have a pickup for people who can’t carry 

but want to be in the parade.  Limited space in pickup. 

2:00 pm: Dedication and tour will be held at 1246 W. Ross 

Rd. El Centro, CA. 2pm with history of Apiary business and 

tour of honey facility. name on sign : Bud Ashurst American 

Honey 

5:00 pm –  McConnell Ranch 

Initiation of new members followed by dinner 

 

The cost of dinner will be $25.00 per person. 

Address – McConnell Ranch 2341 McConnell Rd., El Centro, 

CA Please send your money for dinner to: 

De Anza #312, Gail Parish, 2117 Willow Dr., El Centro, 

CA  92243.  Her number is 760-352-2529 or e-mail is 

tdssw@aol.com. 

 
Hotel Information:  Fairfield Inn & Suites  760-353-2600        
503 E Danenberg Dr., El Centro, CA 

$105+ tax per night      use NSGW for group rate 

Weekend in The Redwoods 

February 8—9, 2019 
The Best Western Inn in Fortuna, CA will be the 
headquarters for the annual Joe Oescheger Memorial 
Weekend in the Redwoods that will be held February 
8 and 9, 2019. Friday and Saturday night events will 
be hosted by Ferndale Parlor #93. Activities will kick-
off Friday night at 6:00 p.m. with a hosted reception 
of food and drinks in the Redwood Room at the For-
tuna Best Western. 

 On Saturday, Humboldt Parlor #14 has coordinated 
with two local museums for the Saturday morning or 
afternoon enjoyment of Brothers and guests. This 
year the Timber Heritage Museum next to the Samoa 
Cookhouse (a historic place dedicated by Native 
Sons) will be highlighted along with perennial favor-
ite, the Clarke Museum (also historic and dedicated 
by Native Sons). In conjunction with touring the mu-
seums and site seeing in Old Town Eureka, Hum-
boldt Parlor will provide refreshments and a light 
lunch at their Parlor Hall located in Old Town Eureka 
at 623 3rd Street (between G & H Streets). Humboldt 
Parlor will serve lunch between 11:00 and Noon. 

Then on Saturday night, Ferndale Parlor will host an 
initiation and dinner. Initiation will be convened at 
4:00 p.m. in the Redwood Room at the Fortuna Best 

Western Inn. Dinner is at the Fortuna Volunteer Fire 
Department, 320 South Fortuna Boulevard, Fortuna, 
CA. Cocktails and appetizers are at 6:00 p.m. and 
dinner is at 7:00 p.m. Cost is $25.00 per person for 
either prime rib or baked New York steak. There will 
also be a silent auction. Please RSVP to Alan Baird at 
(707) 725-5182 or email Jerry Colivas at jer-
ry.colivas@yahoo.com for dinner reservations.  

Rooms for the event are $89.00 per night at the For-
tuna Best Western Inn located at 2025 Riverwalk 
Drive, Fortuna, CA 95540. Please contact the Fortuna 
Best Western Inn at (707) 725-6822 and ask for the 
Native Sons room rate.  

Joe Oescheger Memorial Weekend in the Redwoods 
was named in honor of Past Grand President Joe 
Oescheger who started the event to get members 
from around the state up to enjoy the beauty of Hum-
boldt County. PGP Oescheger was raised in Ferndale 
but moved to the Bay Area and was a member of 
Redwood Parlor #66 when he was elected Grand 
President in 1963. He held his Grand Parlor in 1964 
in Eureka at the historic Eureka Inn. That was the 
last time a Grand Parlor was held in the area.  
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CHARITABLE FOUNDATION DONATIONS 

On December 17th GP Carey and Charitable     

Foundation gives check for $85,000 to UCSF 

Cranio Center.  

Present with the Grand President was his wife Kathi, 

Grand Trustee’s George Adams, Brice Walker, PGP Paul 

Lapachet, and from the Charitable Board PGP Joe Ursino, 

PGP Gene Perry wife Debbie and Robert Santos.  

The Director of the Cranio Center Ophir Klein MD and 

Jason Poerantz MD stated that with Native Sons support 

for 65 years UCSF Cranio and Cleft Center is regarded as 

one of the top centers in the US and around the world. The 

Native Sons is the longest and top giver to the Cranio Cen-

ter with a total of over $3,500,000 dollars given. USCF 

serve’s over 3000 patients a year and without Native Sons 

generosity they could not be rated as a top patient care 

facility. The Native Sons can be proud in their charitable 

help to UCSF. The funds that they receive each year go di-

rectly to patients who can’t afford key aspects of their treat-

ment. Thanks to the Native Sons their team can provide 

optimal care to every single child in need. 

Grand President Carey Pearce delivers 
$85,000 check to Sutter Medical Center at 
their Reception and Dedication of their 
NSGW Clinic 

Grand President Carey Pearce (Kathi) and the Charitable 

Foundation Committee Members PGP Joe Ursino 

( Marilou), PGP Tom Perazzo, PGP Harly Harty (Judy), 

PGP Gene Perry (Debbie), Jim Wilmarth  and Robert San-

tos (Kathy) had the pleasure of attending the Reception 

and Dedication. With the giving of the check there was a 

dedication of naming the clinic Native Sons of the Golden 

West 

Cleft Palate and Craniofacial Clinic. The Native Sons are 

the largest donors to the clinic in which takes care of about 

900 patients a year in Northern California area. We have 

given about $933,000 since 1992. 

From the Sutter Medical Center Foundation 

On behalf of the Sutter Medical Center Foundation, thank 

you for attending the Native Sons of the Golden West Re-

ception and Dedication on December 12th. We are grateful 

that the Native Sons of the Golden West have chosen to 

support the Cleft Palate and Craniofacial Clinic since 1992, 

giving over 36 gifts and donation $933,000. The Native 

Sons of the Golden West connection to Sutter Health and 

the surrounding community has long been one of deep 

commitment to children and their well being, providing 

critical services to patients like Karah. We are pleased to 

name the clinic in their honor.  

“The Native Sons of the Golden West Cleft Palate and Cra-

niofacial Clinic at Sutter Health” 

The generosity of donors, like the Native Sons allow us on 

our promise to provide personalized, excellent care in our 

community. 

Their generosity is more than a gift, it is a true investment 

in the future of our organization and the community- one 

that will have a lasting impact gor generations to come. 

With Generosity 

Gregory J. Walaitis 

Director of Philanthropy 

Sutter Medical Center 
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NSGW CAMP FIRE RELIEF UPDATE 

LUCKY CALENDAR 

At 6:33am, November 8th, 2018 the most destructive and 

deadly forest fire in California history changed the lives of 

the people living in its path forever. On that day and the 

days following, we learned about all the devastation and 

death, but we also witnessed heroes in action and the com-

passion that fellow Californians had for each other.  

The Native Sons of the 

Golden West, being a 

long standing historical 

preservation fraternal 

organization,  has been 

a part of the compas-

sion and generosity 

typified by the actions 

of our fellow Californi-

ans. Within minutes of 

the announcement of 

the start of the fire, Bid-

well Parlor received a 

pledge of support for 

whatever was needed by 

Piedmont Parlor Presi-

dent Dan Ryan. Days later as 

the extent of the destruction, death and suffering was be-

coming known, Jon Campbell, Amador Parlor made it his 

responsibility to raise immediate funds and deliver them to 

Butte County and witness the conditions and the suffering. 

Since Jon Campbell’s trip, several Parlors, including Byron 

170, Guadalupe 231, Amador 17, Presidio 194, Golden Gate 

29, South San Francisco 157, Observatory 177, Twin Peaks 

214, Excelsior 31, Eden 113, Napa 62, Nicasio 183, and 

Sonoma 111, as well as individual Brothers like Joe Rusino, 

Bob Santos, Arthur Citron, Don Jennings, Bill Pickering, 

Eugene Dufrene, Leanne Woodall, Deborah TenBruggen-

cate, Homer Hudelson, William Koenig, Joe Ursino, Mike 

Grainger and Alice & Don Zanini, and additionally the Hall 

Association of the Native Sons of the Golden West have 

donated their resources to help alleviate the suffering of the 

victims of the Camp 

Fire.  

To date, Bidwell 

Parlor, on behalf of 

all of the Native 

Sons of the Golden 

West, have distrib-

uted gift cards and 

coordinated with 

other nonprofits to 

bring in and tempo-

rarily store the nec-

essary items to as-

sist the victims to 

put their lives back 

together. Additionally, 

progress is being made to create a program to help victims 

with establishing permanent/temporary storage of their 

own in the form of conexes/sea containers. Bidwell Parlor 

thanks everyone who has donated and we continue to work 

on the NSGW’s behalf to make the Charity in FLC a recog-

nized reality to all of California. 

Make Shift Tent City for Survivors of The Camp Fie 

By Carl Von Bargen —Bidwell Parlor  #21 

Thank you for participating in the 2018 Lucky Calendar 

Program. We concluded the 2018 drawing the Dec 31 2018 

with a $2000 ticket draw that went to Brother Donald Mu-

sante. 

2019 Lucky Calendars are in wide distribution and as  men-

tioned just $20 each this year. 

Grand President Carey Pearce drew the January 1st 2019 

ticket for $1000 at the Board of Grand Officers meeting 

Saturday Jan 19. The winner was in attendance, Brother 

Gary Milliken, Chairman of the Finance Committee. 

Remember that purchasing Lucky Calendars offer you the 

opportunity to win every day, plus it helps lower NSGW Per 

Capita Costs for All Brothers. 

Watch nsgw.org for updated winning draws and we are 

trying to inform you via a General Email Blast so make sure 

Grand Parlor has your Email contact info. 

Here's to Your Lucky 2019 
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Rose Parade By David Allen,  continued from  

page 1 

Obviously the first order of business was set about raising 

cash from parlors and, not surprisingly 29 parlors kicked in 

and money is still coming in to bring the total to just over 

$25,000 in 8 weeks.  Simultaneously the other important 

business was to turn the sponsorship around to reflect that 

it was the Native Sons of the Golden West featuring the 

Gold Rush Fire Brigade even though it was after most 

deadlines.  The changes showed up in most places, but it 

was not that easy to control what is said by announcers.  It 

was decided early to have Native Sons members dress in 

attire of the day while the Fire Brigade was in fireman at-

tire, which included the Brass Band.   

There was some chatter that the Native Sons weren’t men-

tioned properly or wouldn’t be recognized enough.  At the 

Equest Fest on Saturday December  29th, people were able 

to hear good presentations of both groups and see Native 

Sons banners and logos.  Concerning the parade and an-

nouncers, there were at least 5 different television outlets 

broadcasting and they all had the same script which includ-

ed a lot of information on both groups.  Some were spot on 

and others were someplace else.  They all picked and chose 

what they wanted to say.  Remember the Chinese American 

Historical Foundation float caught fire just ahead of us and 

we had a fire brigade with us so that is a natural for broad-

casters to emphasize.  But, as we rounded the corner on to 

Colorado Blvd our name was proudly displayed on the bot-

tom of the TV screen and our logo on the back of the ladder 

wagon was very visible.  As a side note, most people don’t 

realize that members from our entry which included Native 

Sons and retired firemen acted quickly to assist and remove 

people from that disabled float.  

After several thousand miles of travel and innumerable 

phone calls, the entry succeeded beyond its wildest dreams 

and generated a very positive outcome.  The term ROI was 

mentioned in various forms by some individuals.  The pref-

erence is to think that ROI is an acronym for Real Out-

standing Individuals who made this happen.  That included 

a group of Southern California Parlors and members who 

saw the value and the Grand Officers who recognized this 

as an opportunity.  Let’s not forget the 29 parlors and indi-

vidual members who stepped forward to support this en-

deavor.  Because of the magnitude of this parade, millions 

of people, which also included the events surrounding the 

parade and the people along the parade route, and a na-

tional and international television audience witnessed the 

return of the Native Sons of the Golden West to the Rose 

Parade.   

A very important outcome of this was internal.  Those 29 

parlors and individuals who contributed to the cause in 

eight short weeks and took a chance on this because they 

wanted to see the Native Sons get out of its box and move 

forward to do some new and exciting things.   It is very 

important to note that the parlors that took this chance and 

supported the concept saw this as a way to get back in the 

Rose Parade and to begin to reestablish itself in the fore-

front of historical and traditional celebrations in California. 

The excitement on social media was palpable and it is still 

going on, as a few of us were receiving texts, videos, and 

pictures during the parade and were able to respond in a 

like manner.  In addition this brought members together as 

a team with a common goal: to see the Native Sons return 

to one of the largest and longest running parades in the 

United States which has now been in operation 130 years. 

Change is inevitable and how the Native Sons adapt to and 

manage this change will determine the future.  The return 

to Rose Parade was a big step forward to get the Native 

Sons out of their comfort zone and expand our horizons to 

keep the Native Sons relevant not only to our members, but 

to the people of California.  Onward to 2020. 

 

ROSE PARADE PARTICIPANTS: 

Grand President Carey Pearce, Santa Lucia Parlor 

#97; Grand 1st VP James King, San Miguel Parlor 

#150; Grand 2nd VP Joe Castillo, Rio Hondo Parlor 

#294; Grand 3rd VP Ron Brocco, Sonoma Parlor 

#111; Past Grand President David Allen, Auburn Par-

lor #59; Luke Bramon from Ramona Parlor #109, 

Mark Cochran from Santa Ana Parlor #74.  Also the 

driver of the Band Wagon John Schwartzler, Auburn 

Parlor #59. 

Grand Parlor Advertisements 

 All candidates for Grand Parlor Office         

requesting an "AD" in the Official Publication 

for the April/May issue must send the request 

to Managing Editor Tom Widlund at 

t.widlund@yahoo.com by (no later, NO EX-

CEPTIONS) March 15, 2019. Campaign Ad 

sizes and costs are Small (business card size) 

$30, Large (half page, 4.75x7.25”) $75; Extra 

Large for Grand Third (full page) $150. Mail 

payment for the correct amount to 414 Mason 

Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, CA 94102. 

NO CHECK - NO AD!  



Welcome to our new members joining in November and December 2018.  We hope 

you will be  active in your own parlor and that you will visit neighboring parlors. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

SAVING THE PARADE     

Quartz #58 
Robert Evan Brown 
John Valentin Casci 
Mark Hubert Groo 

Thomas John O’Toole 
Jeffrey Charles “Huck” Ingram 

Mark Allen Johnson 
Billy Boyd Roach 

 
Napa #62 

Kimberly Baeca 
Evelyn Rose Slavens 

 
Santa Lucia #97 

Clayton G. Haas 
 

Ramona #109 
Luis Gonzalez 

 
National #118 
Daniel L. Stowell 

Chispa #139 
Robert Thomas Arhontes 
William Nathan Cooper 

John Paul Gutieriez 
Marshall James Young 
Michael Robert Hinks 

Robert Alexander Peterson 
 

Observatory #177 
Michael Anthony Coleman 
Laura Deason-Woolridge 

James Woolridge 
 

Pebble Beach #230 
Melinda Martin 

 
Fairfax #307 

Victor Paul Clark 
Burton H. Winn 
Joseph LaCome 
David A. Pesce 

Golden Gate #29 
Fred Bavs 

 
Excelsior #31 
Terrance Lawler 
Douglas E. Swint 

Steve Reinert 
Jim McConnell 
Kevin R. Sparks 
Eddie L. Oneto 

Dennis (Buck) Bandy 
 

Eden #113 
Brian McGarry 

 
Presidio #194 

John L. Centurioni 
David A. Minoli 

 
San Luis Obispo #290 

Betty S. Bristol 

Native Sons to the Rescue….  The Tournament of 

Roses presentation of the 130th Rose Parade is a well

-planned event, with hundreds of volunteers, coordi-

nation of Pasadena City operations, Los Angeles 

County and California state resources all working to 

together to put on one of the most entertaining and 

exciting events in the world. But in spite of all the 

preparation, planning, execution and coordination, 

one can never plan for the multitude of exceptions. 

The 2019 edition of the Rose Parade was one of those 

exceptions. As a rider on entry #84, The Native Sons 

of the Golden West Present the Gold Rush Fire Bri-

gade, we were lined up to start our journey along the 

5 ½ mile Colorado Boulevard route. I thought I 

would be a rider for most of the event but surely was-

n’t expecting to do any major walking while also wav-

ing to the thousands of spectators lining Colorado. 

But then the unexpected happened and all the plan-

ning and preparations went out the window. The en-

try ahead of us, the Chinese American Heritage 

Foundation float recognizing the 150th anniversary 

of the connection of the Transcontinental Railroad, 

suddenly had a problem. Smoke streamed from its 

carriage and what seemed to be a visual effect of loco-

motive steam was actually a fire in the engine com-

partment. The injured float started to roll backwards 

and the fact it was the longest float in the parade it 

started to gain momentum in its reversal and eventu-

ally buckled in the middle. By this time, chaos had 

taken over with people abandoning the float and 

Rose Parade personnel running to address the runa-

way float with the smoke and fire. Our equestrian 

entry was behind the wayward float and we began to 

retreat from the situation.  

Continued on page 15 

By Joe Castillo  —Grand 2nc Vice President, Rio Hondo #294  



May the Lord grant eternal rest in the Grand Parlor on High to these brothers. 

HONORED DEAD 

Leo J. Juarez, Guadalupe #231:  Attended twenty sessions of Grand Parlor 
as a delegate.  

DECEASED BROTHERS  

DEATHS 
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Napa #62 
Peter Ladow 

Frank R. Markovich 
 

Redwood #66 
Harold Steinberger Jr. 

 
Santa Lucia #97 
Eli H. Boozer Jr. 

 
Chispa #139 

Donald N. Anderson 
 

South San Francisco #157 
Florindo S. Cimino 

 
 

Washington #169 
David Allan Bettencourt 
Jack Maynard Silva Jr. 

 
Twin Peaks #214 
Joseph McCarthy 

 
John C. Fremont #293 

John S. Fontes Jr. 
 

Humboldt #14 
Tony Luis 

 
Excelsior #31 

Ronald James Galligan 
 
 

St. Helena #53 
Jim Bachor 

 
Chispa #139 

Ronald Lew Allsman 
 

South San Francisco #157 
Guido Del Grosso 

 
San Luis Obispo #290 

William C. Buffuna 
Ed English 

 
Amador #17 
Jeff Jackson 

Saving the Parade, continued from page 14 

An emergency escape route was opened for our lead 

wagon unit who followed the directions of the parade 

escorts and proceeded to a parallel street. But the 

other three equestrian wagons had another idea and 

instead of following the lead wagon, we chose to go 

around the damaged Chinese American Heritage 

Foundation float and escape to the parade route via 

Orange Grove Boulevard. Before I knew it, I was 

walking at a double pace to catch up to our equestri-

an wagons and in no time at all we were moving 

north on Orange Grove in front of the large stands 

and TV booths. Little did I know that for the next 

mile and a half I would be walking at a quick pace to 

keep pace with our wagons and cheering the specta-

tors as we proceeded along the parade route. We 

were so far behind the next entry in front of us and 

with no one was behind us we just kept the horses 

going at a quick pace to get back with the rest of the 

parade. We were virtually all alone on the parade 

route in front of hundreds of thousands of spectators 

being one of the final entries for the crowd to cheer. 

We eventually caught up with rest of the pack and 

provided our horse and music entertainment for the 

energized crowd. As one parade official told us, we 

saved the parade as spectators stayed in place and 

didn’t leave while waiting for the final entries to 

move past them until the parade concluded. The fire 

delay caused the 2019 parade to be recorded as the 

longest parade time in its history and even though 

many floats had broken down over the years, none 

had actually caught fire. Not since 1964 when Grand 

Marshal Dwight D. Eisenhower locked himself in the 

bathroom at the Wrigley Tournament of Roses House 

causing the parade to be delayed has there been so 

much confusion and excitement at the same time. It 

was truly an experience to remember, and was defi-

nitely a bucket list item for me. I’m sure we’ll try and 

be in the parade next year again but this time we’ll be 

more prepared for any kind of situation which may 

occur in the 131st Rose Parade 
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Published bi-monthly by the Native Sons of the Golden 
West from its headquarters at 414 Mason Street, Suite 
300, San Francisco, CA 94102, for distribution to its 
members. Parlors offering material for publication 
should send it, along with parlor newsletters and ad-
vertising inquiries, to Tom Widlund e-mail 
t.widlund@yahoo.com before MARCH 15th for the 
next issue. 
 
Send address changes to Grand Parlor, 414 Mason 
Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, CA 94102, or e-mail 
to nsgwgp@pacbell.net.  

Check out The 
Native Sons 

Website 
 

www.nsgw.org 
 

To view  
The Native Son 

in full color. 


