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RE-DISCOVERING THE ORIGINAL
CALIFORNIA HALL OF FAME
By Dennis McLaughlin, President, Hall Association of the NSGW,
Member Guadalupe Parlor #231
If you google California Hall of Fame, you will find a link
to the California Hall of Fame in Sacramento, established
in 2006. Unfortunately, there is not (yet) a web reference
to the original California Hall of Fame, which was dedicated at the Native Sons Auditorium in the Native Sons
Building, October 27, 1914.
When the owners of August Hall, the current business
leasing the Native Sons Auditorium, purchased the business of the previous tenant and undertook an extensive
renovation, they asked "What's the story with the glass
portraits around the mezzanine?". We really didn't have
an answer. There is a reference to the portraits in the
Dedication Program for the building (see below), but no
information other than that, and no reference to the California Hall of Fame.
For most of the 20th Century, the auditorium was used as
a movie theater, live theater, night club & entertainment
venue, not for Native Sons functions. This is the likely
reason the story of the Hall of Fame was lost over a few
generations of San Francisco Native Sons.
This past February, the discovery of a long-lost plaque
contained the clue to solve the mystery: Dedicated as the
"California Hall of Fame" on October 27, 1914. That led to
a review of the November 1914 issue of The Grizzly Bear
newspaper, which contained an article identifying the
event and the honorees!
We learned: The idea of the California Hall of Fame originated with James Phelan, President of the Hall Association, during the years following the destruction of the
original Native Sons Building in 1906, and the opening of
the present building in 1912. In the program for the Dedication of the Native Sons Building on September 15, 1912,
L.F. Byington wrote, "In the main hall are twenty circular
window which it has been decided to use for art glass portraits of twenty Native Sons sand Native Daughters who
have won distinction in the arts and science, literature and

drama. The names of the following have so far been selected: Gertrude Atherton, literature; Sybil Sanderson,
Music; Mary Anderson, drama." Until the discovery of the
plaque, that's all we had to go on.

The committee ultimately chose 13 native born Californians to make up the Inaugural Class of the California Hall
of Fame. In addition to the three named in 1912, the class
included Opera Singer Maude Fay, Sculptor Douglas Tilden, Artist & Author Ernest Peixotto, Painter Jules Pages,
Actor David Warfield, Author Jack London, Playwright
David Belasco, Opera & Concert Singer Denis O'Sullivan,
Scientist John J. Montgomery, Playwright Richard Walton
Tully. Presently, 9 originals remain. The portraits of Walton, Montgomery, Peixoto and Warfield are lost, presumed damaged & discarded in various renovations over
the years.
Mr. Byington also included in the program an acknowledgement of Mr. Phelan’s generosity in donating the first
13 portraits to the Hall Association for the Hall of Fame.
These painted glass treasures are a lost art form, but we
are fortunate to have been referred to a Master Glass Artist with the knowledge and skill to produce a piece in the
same style and technique used over a century ago. We
have commissioned a portrait of David Warfield. Barring
unforeseen problems, we are hopeful to have Warfield's
portrait in place for the Re-Dedication of the California
Hall of Fame on Admission Day, September 9, 2019!
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GRAND PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As well as being a
rancher, my father
was a catskinner, a
bulldozer operator.
He worked his entire post-war life
with, among other
equipment of the
same era, a WWII
vintage Caterpillar
D8 with a handcranked starting
engine. The startGrand President, James King
ing engine, or pony
motor, had bad compression and was a miserable
beast to get started. There was an electric-start upgrade that could have been installed but day after
day I would watch him crank and cuss and crank
some more, until the engine coughed to life. How
many more productive hours would he have had in
a day if he had modernized, even a little, can never
be known. Perhaps the electric start was too expensive and he felt it a “luxury,” but, honestly, I think
that my dad just liked doing it the old way. I always
found it amusing that he would joke about my
mother’s family refusing to modernize when he was
every bit as bad sometimes.

let people opt out on their own. We have collected
about 1400 email addresses from members, but few
have opted to stop the printed copy.

Native Sons are curious critters. We all see the
challenges that we face and we all know that some
things have to change. As officers we hear that we
need to do something, try something new, do something different. And then we do. That’s when we
discover that we have trampled upon someone’s
favorite “tradition” or their sacred cow; “That’s not
the way we have always done it!” Nope, sure isn’t.

This rebate will only last for one year and then it
will be up to the next Board to continue, to rescind
or replace the initiative based on the results we see
this year.

Please understand that your officers do not operate
in a vacuum. We talk about these challenges and
how to meet them. We throw ideas at the wall and
look for one to stick. Ideas are debated and refined,
sometimes they die from some insurmountable
flaw, sometimes they die because no one was willing to buck the opposition. But some develop and
grow until they are rolled out when the time appears to be right. That’s when the ideas are tested
by the real world and they live or die by their merit
and by the energy that we are willing to put into
them.
For several years we have been trying to move The
Native Son newsletter to electronic distribution.
This newsletter is the single largest line item in our
budget, so two years ago the delegates to Grand
Parlor were asked to make a choice between a digital newsletter for a relatively low cost, or to continue producing a printed newsletter at a much higher
cost. Despite all of the benefits of a digital newsletter, the delegates chose to continue with the status
quo, so we tried to just collect email addresses and

This year, I have decided to try and turn around the
approach. We are not going to try and take away
your newsletter; you have said you want it, you will
continue to get it. Instead, the Board of Grand Officers have voted to support my proposal to offer a
$3 per capita rebate to any parlor that entirely
switches to digital and removes all of its members
from the hard-copy mailing list.
Let me be very clear; this is not a penalty. It is a
reward for moving forward.
Amador Parlor #17, totally unaware of my plan, has
already stepped up and will be the first Parlor to be
eligible for the rebate. Recording Secretary Harmston contacted me last month asking to have his
entire Parlor removed from the snail-mail list. Almost his entire Parlor is going digital and the Parlor
will print and provide for the rest. I expect other
Parlors will follow suit in very short order.
I should note, that a limited number of printed copies will continue to be printed for archival and other
purposes.

Many years ago I worked for a neighboring rancher.
He was also one of my high school ag teachers and,
like most old cowboys, he always had wisdom to
share (ask me why, if you rope a deer, never tie
hard-and-fast, and never jerk it). One day we were
building a long drift fence on the ranch and I had
just accidentally broken a brand new strand of
barbed wire. I was feeling pretty dejected. Steve
said; “Don’t worry about it; you learned. I would
rather that you did something, even if it’s wrong. I
can fix something done wrong, I can’t fix nothing.”
Well, we’ve done something.
In friendship, loyalty and charity,
James King
Grand President 143rd Grand Parlor
Native Sons of the Golden West
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RETRO RAMBLINGS
By Douglas Love, Past President—Napa Parlor #62

The California Dream has captivated millions. From
the earliest native peoples to the first Spanish explorers to Yankee traders, Mexican rancheros, Gold Seekers from around the world, and today’s High Tech
innovators, our beloved land on the western fringe of
a continent has drawn those seeking a better life.
Thirty five miles south of Visalia, near the small town
of Erlimart, there stands a monument to one man’s
dream; a testament to the struggle for equality for all
men deep in the heart of the Central Valley.

being discharged as a Chief Petty Officer.

Colonel Allen Allensworth was the man with the
dream. Born into slavery in Louisville, Kentucky in
1842. As a young child, he was a body servant to his
master’s son. When the young boy started school, he
began to teach Allensworth to read and write. Eventually, Col. Allensworth was sold to another family
and the mistress of the family, who was a Quaker,
continued to teach him to read and write. This led
him to being sold “down river” in New Orleans to his
final owner, Fred Scruggs, who trained him to be a
jockey. In 1861, Scruggs took his stable of horses and
Allensworth to Louisville to race in the fall races.
There the future Lieutenant Colonel met some Union
soldiers who helped him run away and join the US
Hospital Corps where he served as an unpaid orderly.
In 1863, Allensworth joined the US Navy eventually

In 1886, Allensworth was appointed a Chaplain in the
US Army and was assigned to the 24th Infantry Regiment, one of the famed “Buffalo Soldier” regiments.
While he was in the Army, he rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, the first African American to achieve
that rank. In 1906, after his retirement, Colonel Allensworth moved to Los Angeles and formed an association to start a “Black Colony” in California. On
June 30, 1908, he founded the town of Allensworth
on 20 acres which had been purchased in Tulare
County. Later, Allensworth purchased and additional
80 acres.

After the Civil War, Allensworth operated two restaurants in St. Louis with his brother and became involved with the Baptist Church and with teaching in
several schools established by the Freedman’s Bureau.
He put himself through the Ely Normal School and
was ordained a Minister in 1871. He then attended
the Baptist Theological Seminary in Nashville, Tennessee. He married his wife Josephine in 1877.

Continued on Page 13
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PARLOR ACTIVITIES

MT. Tamalpais Parlor #64
•

August 08, 2019—Steak BBQ @ Druids Hall 801 Grant Ave, Novato, CA 94945, USA —6 p.m.
Open to everyone. Reservations from Bob Rogers, (415) 897-8386, bndrogers@verizon.net.

Fairfax Parlor #307
•

Every Tuesday —lunch for Native Sons and prospective members, parlor clubhouse at 135
Mitchell Drive, Fairfax. Lunch $8, beer and wine
$2, soft drinks $1. Reservations are not required.
Information from Fred Codoni, (415) 459-7082,
nsgwfpc@comcast.net.

Santa Rosa #28
•

August 14, 2019 —Bocce Ball and Dinner @
Mattiuzzi’s home — Social – 6:30 pm
Dinner – 7:00 pm. Cost – All donations go to
Charitable Foundation. Please RSVP no later
than Saturday August 10th Shirley Mattiuzzi
(707) 542-4356 or Walter Hyde (707) 795-9702).

PARLOR ACTIVITIES
AND EVENTS
By Thomas Widlund, Managing Editor of
The Native Son
Let us know what your parlor is up to. Whether it’s a
regular monthly meeting or a special event/dinner we
want to know. To have your event or activity listed
please submit the following:
1.

Activity/Event Name

2.

Parlor #

3.

Date/Time

4.

Contact Info.

All submissions must come via email to
t.widlund@yahoo.com prior to the 15th of September
for publication in the October—November 2019 issue.

Solano Parlor #39
•

•

August 3, 2019—Oyster and Game Hen Dinner
Pete & Cindy Smith’s Ranch at 3191 Ramsey
Road, Fairfield, CA. Brother Pete promises another of his Famous Game Hens & Oyster Barbeque. He will be serving game hens, oysters and
everyone’s favorite “salad” and vegetables. Cost
is $40.00 per person Cocktails at 3:00 pm dinner
at 4:30 pm. Please contact Sherry Anaclerio &
Roy Pimentel at (707) 449-1688
September 18, 2019—Taco Salad Feed— The
cost for this feed will be $15.00 per person and
please make reservations by September 13 to
allow the cooks to have enough food on hand to
serve. To make reservation please call Bill Hargis
at (707) 290-0820 or email
wthargis@sbcglobal.net

Bear Lodge BBQ Schedule
All dinner times are: 5:30 Appetizers and
6:30pm Dinner
August 17, 2019 – Tri Tip BBQ
September 21, 2019 - - Family Day and Parlor
134th Anniversary BBQ
October 19, 2019 – Oktoberfest Menu
All reservations are made to: Susanne St.
Charles

Email: Susannemc@att.net
Phone: 650-302-0433
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PARLOR ACTIVITIES

Re-Dedication of the California Hall of Fame
All Native Sons, Native Daughters, Family & Friends are
invited to the Re-Dedication of the California Hall of Fame

When: Dedication, 11:00 Monday September 9, 2019
Where: Native Sons Building (August Hall),
414 Mason St., San Francisco, CA 94112
RSVP due by September 1, 2019 to Hall Association Secretary
Robert Fletcher at sfhallassoc@gmail.com or 415-269-0859

The NSGW120th Annual Statehood Day
and Anniversary Celebration

Saturday, August 31, 2019 All Day
Rowell Ranch Rodeo - 9275 Dublin Canyon Rd, Castro Valley, CA 94552
Live Music, Classic Car Show, Great Food, and Refreshment Center.
All included for $20.00 ($25 after August 25th or at the door)

RSVP with Event Chairman—Mr. Dan Ryan, dano1888@yahoo.com 510-331-3355

Columbia Parlor #258 169th Annual Statehood Day Parade
September 7, 2019
Parade Starts at 11am
Followed by a BBQ at the Columbia Museum Parlor #258
Price Ranges: $8 to $12 for meal
Parade entries can sign up day of parade or on our website
http://www.nsgw258.org/events.html

If you have questions email: dvdflhrty@gmail.com or clanbritt@comcast.net
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TOURNAMENT OF ROSES 2020
By PGP David Allen, Chairman

The Tournament of Roses was very successful last
year and Grand President James King is fully supportive of the entry of the Native Sons back to the
parade for January 1, 2020.
Now before we get started, let’s see if a few items can
be straightened out. For openers, Per Capita did not
go up this year because of the Rose Parade. And
Grand Parlor did not donate $30K to the Rose Parade
efforts so a few people can go to Pasadena and play.
Believe it or not, many were busy getting horses and
wagons ready for the Equestfest on Saturday and the
rest of the time was getting the wagons decorated for
the parade on Tuesday. Yes, we did have a good time,
but how many of you expect us to sit in a corner for 6
days with a sad look until we got up for the parade
early on New Year’s Day.

Let me put this in again from the last edition of the
Native Son with one small addition as to the funding

from Grand Parlor: In addition to the Board of Grand
Officers at Grand Parlor, who put in $2000.00 from
the Information Services Committee, the following
parlors contributed to the cause: Amador #17, Arrowhead #110, Auburn #59, Bidwell #21, DoloresCalifornia #1, Elk Grove #41, Excelsior #31, Fairfax
#307, Gabilan #132, Georgetown #91, Golden Gate
#29, Guadalupe #231, Ione #33, National #118, Presidio #194, Ramona #109, Redwood #66, Rio Hondo
#294, Santa Cruz #90, Santa Lucia #97, Seapoint
#158, Silver Star #63, Solono #39, Sonoma #111,
South San Francisco #157, Stockton #7, Sunset #26,
University #272, and Washington #169. Also, we
should thank the following members who donated:
Denise Barton, Bill Dorer, Mike Murphy, Carol Robb,
Leo Segale, and Bob Teal.

With the $2000 boost from Grand Parlor, all of the
rest of the funding for the parade was provided by
those 29 parlors and members. The total
raised, including the $1980.00 that was put
in by the campers themselves was
$27,870.00. The expenses were $24,508.83.
The remaining $3361.17 will be used toward
this years entry fee. Those expenses were to
transport horses and wagons from Northern
California to the LA Equestrian Center in
Burbank, pay the stable fees for 8 draft horses, buy roses, Parade entry fees and have a
camp kitchen for the 6 days that the group
was camped at the Equestrian Center. People who stayed in hotels paid for themselves
and Ramona Parlor #109 graciously opened
their door for a few to stay in their parlor.
The costs will go up somewhat as another
horse drawn vehicle will be added and the
entry costs have gone up $25.00 per person.
Continued on page 9
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HISTORICAL PRESERVATION FOUNDATION
By PGP David Allen, Chairman

After tallying up the contributions for the HPF’s annual donation drive which culminated at Grand Parlor it can be proudly said that this was the best year
ever for the HPF with a total of just under $57K received and pledged. This represents 39 parlors that
have donated which is up from last year. Added to
that were 4 significant donations received during the
year which were specific and restricted toward the
Donner Monument and a large restoration project for
Pebble Beach Parlor #230. Those 4 donations plus
the Grand Parlor total put the HPF to about $200K
for the year. Obviously, this was a banner year.
To put that into proper context, since 2009, the HPF
has donated over $250K toward sites and projects
and has over $230K pledged to projects, with enough
reserves to cover all of these items plus meet current
obligations. The activity appears to be ramping up
over the last 3 years. In addition, the HPF has finally
been able to get outside sources to work through the
HPF for projects and outright donations. This shows
the growth and trust that has been accrued over the
years.
As has been said many times, without the belief and
support of the members of the Native Sons of the
Golden West in the mission of the HPF none of this
would be possible. The board of the HPF has worked
tirelessly to earn the trust of each and every one of
you and will continue to strive for excellence and improvement.
These last several years the HPF has been able to
open a new opportunity within the order of the Native Sons itself. You have heard the quote, “that the
Native Sons have been around so long that some of
its own history is part of the history of California”.
The HPF has provided assistance to some parlors and
the NSGW Hall Association. At the last meeting in
Sonoma, the HPF was able to award a grant to Napa
Parlor to be used toward their building restoration
and repair of the north side of the building. As many
of you know, the building was seriously damaged
from the earthquake in 2014. The parlor has put 1.1
million dollars over the last five years to bring it up to
code and restore it.
The Fiddletown Preservation Society in Fiddletown
in Amador County is the recipient of a grant to repair
the roof for Chew Kee Museum. This is a rammed
earth building constructed in 1855. Most of the
buildings of this form do not survive for 164 years,

but this one was occupied until 1965 when the Society took over the management and has been maintained ever since. The last owner left behind the
wares of the trade and implements of daily life going
back to 1855. This is one of the few areas in the foothills where four buildings from 1855-1860 remain
and are preserved and the Chew Kee Museum is the
center piece.
Sunset Parlor #26 in Sacramento has assumed the
role of the maintenance of the General Winn Monument in the Old Sacramento Cemetery and was
awarded a grant for the cleaning of this monument.
This monument is the tallest in the cemetery and the
City of Sacramento requires the use of approved vendors and supplies for the cleaning of this memorial to
the founder of the Native Sons of the Golden West.
It seems like every year is getting better than the previous. Sure there are bumps along the way, but it is
easy to see that this is part of the Native Sons reclaiming its position as a significant historical body
that will benefit all Californians and future generations.

Until next time, see you on the California
Trail.
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JACKSON NATIVE FRANK TORTORICH HONORED
BY NATIVE DAUGHTERS OF THE GOLDEN WEST
Salute and the Visitation of Native Sons of Golden
West. Frank was recognized as one of the NSGW
members of Excelsior # 31, Amador, along with other NSGW visiting members from around the state.
Two years ago, Frank had the honor to speak to
Jackson’s Ursula Parlor No. 1 of the NDGW as part
of a fundraising event. In attendance were NDGW
members from other parlors in northern California.
He spoke on the history of Jackson and identified
the location where the founding chapter of the
NDGW, Ursula No.1, was located.
In the 1940s, Frank’s mother, Dolores Tortorich,
served as president of Ursula No. 1, Jackson, the
mother parlor of Native Daughters of the Golden
West.
Kathy Kelly-Breitler was in attendance and, fascinated with his presentation, invited him to be the
featured speaker for another fundraiser, which he
offered at no charge.

This event was held in San Francisco at the NDGW
Home. It is a four-story, Julia Morgan designed
mansion in the center of San Francisco. Julia Morgan, the famed architect of Hearst Castle, designed
the Home for the use of NDGW’s undertakings. It
was dedicated in January 1929. Kathy, a member of
El Vespero No. 118, San Francisco, is one of the
many volunteers at the home.

Frank Tortorich

June 20, 2019, at the Grand Parlor Annual Meeting the Native Daughters of the Golden West, held
this year in Fresno, Frank Tortorich was one of four
recipients of this year’s California Image Award.

The award reads, “Presented to Frank Tortorich For
his many years of research, teaching, writing, and
preserving the History of the California Emigrant
Trail.”
The award presentation was followed by a Veterans

Twenty-seven members in attendance were enthralled with his knowledge and impressed with his
presentation. As Kathy learned of his many years of
service in various venues to research and preserve
the history of California, she nominated Frank for
this annual award.
Frank, who has been given numerous awards by the
Oregon-California Trails Association, as a charter
and life member, stated that this is the greatest honor he has ever received outside the OCTA organization for his work on the westward migration.
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Tournament of Roses continued from page 6

I have heard chatter that goes like this, “What good is
this, what do we get out of it and so on”. It is always
hard to measure success just like any other event or
information booth that the Native Sons sponsor or
are involved with but having hundreds of thousands
of spectators and a worldwide TV audience of millions, I would take my chances.
This year will be the same format as last year. The
Grand President, James King will lead the contingent
along with the Vice Presidents, Joe Castillo, Ron
Brocco, and Jeff Schmidt. The Gold Rush Fire Brigade from Pilot Hill will again be responsible for furnishing horses and wagons (including Auburn’s Ladder Wagon). They are working on bringing a steam
pumper for this year. The 1890 fireman’s theme was
very well received by the announcers, parade officials, and spectators who cheered heartily for the Native Sons as we travelled the 5.5 mile route down Colorado Blvd.
This parade entry is being sponsored by the Native
Sons but financed by all which includes parlors and
members of the Native Sons and any others. Even
though we have that Dodger/Giant thing going on
with proper respect to Padres, Angels, and A’s, flatlanders vs. hill folk, city dwellers vs country bumpkins and of course those pesky water wars, we are all
Californians. As an organization such as this predicated on Friendship, Loyalty, and Charity it should
be recognized what a colossal opportunity this is and
how it benefits those in the southland as well as those
in the north.
Just like last year, donations are being requested to
put this on. This is an opportunity to be part of the
process as the Native Sons bounce back to prominence in the State of California. Oh, by the way as a
side bar, the best way to decrease Per Capita is to increase membership and this is a chance for you to be
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part of that puzzle. If you have questions, see Grand
2nd Vice President Ron Brocco or Past Grand President David Allen and we will do our best to answer
them. If interested in supporting the Native Sons
back in Rose Parade Part 2, please send your donations to Grand Parlor with notations toward the Rose
Parade.

The Rotary Club of Benicia
and
N.S.G.W. #89 Benicia
Invite you to the
14th Annual Golf Tournament
Friday August 9, 2019
Blue Rock Springs Golf Course —
west course
655 Columbus Parkway
Vallejo, CA. 94591

$140/player
Includes golf shirt, prizes, and steak
dinner

Payment by credit card or checks
For more details, contact:
Steve McClure
rotary@beniciarotary.org
R.S.V.P.
by July 20, 2019
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CHARITABLE FOUNDATION DONATIONS
Here is a list of recent donations to our Charitable Foundation in honor or memory of.
Such donations are a fine way to honor deceased members, friends or relatives. The Charitable Foundation is a 501 ( c) (3)
organization and all contributions are tax deductible. You can find the 2019 Cleft Palate March, Total Donations and our
Donation Form on our website, nsgw.org. Click “ Community Involvement.

In Memory of James Perry
Cambria Parlor #152

Memory of a family member, friend or Native Son,
an acknowledgement card is sent to who you like to
receive it. You can use donation envelopes or go to
nsgw.org and print one out with instructions. You
can also just send a donation with a request of in
memory of. We always send a card with the name
and donor and also the name and donor will go into
the Native Son. The Personal Donations, Cleft Palate
March Donations, Memorial Fund Donations and
our Investments Income are totaled and divided to
the 3 hospitals.

In Memory of Dave Garibotti
Santa Cruz Parlor # 90
In Memory of Bill McDow
Santa Cruz Parlor # 90
In Memory of Kenneth Henton
Santa Cruz Parlor # 90
In Memory of Erma Louise Vargas
Robert & Kathy Santos

To Cleft Palate Fund
Your Cause LLC Applied Materials

How to give- Giving to Cleft Palate can be done either directly or through a gift model that can provide
tax benefits. Also through your employer matching
funds. Check with your tax consultant on different
programs.

When you make a Donation- When you make a
donation to the Charitable Foundation NSGW in

LUCKY CALENDAR
We have started distributing the 2020 NSGW Lucky
Calendars to Grand Officers and they will be going
out to your Parlors and usual Salespeople shortly.
Jan 1st is the $1000 drawing plus we have other specials including $500 on June 14 Flag Day and Sept 8
Calif Admissions Day and $2000 Dec 31st 2020.
If 33% of NSGW Brothers buy a calendar we will sell
out and all proceeds will go to help NSGW Expenses.
Speaking of Special Payouts
Remember Lucky Calendar Ticket Draws for 2019
still has $8630 to be given away. This includes the
$3000 for the Dec 31 2019 Draw! A late purchase
won the Dec 31 Draw last year and that can be YOU
this year!
BUY MORE 2019 LUCKY CALENDARS! We need
just 1000 of you to buy another or a new 2019 Calendar, to get your share of the nearly over $8600 remaining, and we will collect extra funds to help reduce Annual Per Capita or Invest!
2019 Lucky Calendars are available via Visiting
Grand Officers, ask your Parlor Recording Secretaries or usual Calendar Salespeople, contact The Grand
Office, call Grand Trustee Dave Schaefer at 707-7995240 or Email nsgw28mitch@gmail.com.
Or Mail $20 Check to NSGW Lucky Calendar, PO

Box 8777, Santa Rosa CA 95407 and we'll fill in a
stub with your supplied info and enter you into the
2019 Drawing!
$20 Daily, $75 every Saturday, $150 end of Month
and $3000 Dec 31.
Here's to Your Lucky 2019!
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TOTALS FOR THE 142ND GRAND PARLOR
CLEFT PALATE MARCH
The 142 Grand Parlor March totals improve from
Grand Parlor Convention March. Our original total
from the march was $111,300 and because of late
donors we are at $125,866 a slight increase from previous year. Thank you all donors and late donors and
its still not to late to be on the 142 March List which
will be in the Native Son website in July or August.
Anytime we receive a donation we thank you.

Totals 142 March
Parlors----------------------$89,730.76
Others-----------------------$13,050.50
Memorial Fund-----------$15,935.00
NSGW Fundraiser---------$6,300.00
Pledges-------------------------$850.00
Total March 2019-------$125,866.26
A full list of donors will be in the Native Son Web site
go to nsgw.org

District 13 Sextuple
Dedication Weekend
August 2-4, 2019
Presented By:
Hydraulic 56, Quartz 58(Miners
Club), Sutter 261, Downieville 92, Argonaut 8 & Bidwell 21
Details can be found at www.nsgw.org

Crane Melon Barn Dedication and Picnic
Saturday August 17th, 2019 @10:30 am
Crane Barn and Picnic Grounds

4935 Petaluma Hill Road. Santa Rosa.
$20.00 Donation includes reception, dedication, bar-b-que lunch
and tours of Rick Crane’s agricultural collection / museum.
Reservations are needed as this is the first time we are putting on this event.
Please do not wait until the last minute.
Contact: Kris Nelson (707) 332-2376 Call or Text / krisnelson@aol.com
Russ Knudsen (415) 717-0026 Call or Text / rknudsen@cbnorcal.com
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ELK GROVE HALL DEDICATION
On April 20, 2019 the Native Sons of the Golden
West Parlor No. 41 dedicated their historic meeting
hall. It is located in Old Town Elk Grove, a small
community on the out skirts of south Sacramento.
The plaque reads…
“In the mid-1700’s thousands of Germans, as
a result of little available land, high taxes, and
conscription into the military, migrated to the
Volga/Black Sea area of Russia. By 1868 with
fading promises given by the Czar Catherine
the Great, which enticed them to originally
leave Germany, more than 100,000 Russian
Germans migrated to the United states.”
“In the late 1800’s, after first settling in the
Dakota’s and enduring brutally cold winters,
they moved to California with many settling
in the Lodi/Elk Grove area.”

“The Ebenezer Congregational Church in Lodi
served as the center for their religious faith,
but by September 1923 the Russian Germans
of Elk Grove desired their own church. On
February 5, 1926 they purchased land and
with in three months “The Hope and Field
Church” was built to serve their community.”
“The congregation eventually outgrew their
church. In 1950 the church was sold to the
Native Sons of the Golden West, Parlor No. 4,
and at the time of this dedication, proudly
continue to meet in and maintain it.”

The ceremony was officiated by Grand President Carey D. Pearce and attended by at least thirty N.S.G.W.
members from as far away as Auburn to the northeast and San Miguel to the southwest. Afterwards,
the contingent had lunch at a popular local restaurant, The Barn Cafe, in the town of Sheldon.
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Retro Ramblings continued from page 3
By 1914, the town had some 200 inhabitants, a
school, store, post office, Baptist Church, library and
hotel. It was a railroad stop and had many civic and
social clubs. I was the first settlement in California
founded, funded and run by African Americans. It
was not to last, however. Colonel Allensworth tragically died after being struck by a motorcyclist in 1914
and the town began to fail. The Great Depression,
arsenic contamination of the town’s water supply and
lack of the founder’s leadership caused many to move
away. By 1972, the population had shrunk to almost
zero. A developer wanted to purchase the land and
demolish the remaining buildings. A determined
effort by the descendants of the original inhabitants
saved the town and in 1976 the town site became a
State Historic Park.
Today, there are several restored and reconstructed
buildings including the hotel, a store, the barbershop,
the school, the library, the Baptist Church and several
residences including Colonel Allensworth’s. All of
the restored buildings are furnished as if it were still
1912 and there is a self guided audio tour, a visitor’s
center with a small gift shop and a small exhibit
space. The park has 15 camp sites and there are several camp grounds in the area. There is an $8.00 day
use fee.
While Allensworth is not the thriving “Tuskegee of

Lotts Lake Week
August 10, 2019 –
August 18, 2019

Camping, fishing, hiking,
BBQ
For more details, contact:

Mike Hemmings
539 913 6184.
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the West” which Colonel Allen Allensworth envisioned, it stands as a monument to one man’s dream
of equality for all men and his story serves as an inspiration for all Californians.
GETTING THERE: Allensworth SHP is about a three
and one half hour drive from 414 Mason Street.
From 414 Mason Street take I-80 East to I-580 East.
From I-580 East take I-5 South to exit 305. Turn left
onto Utica Avenue. Turn right onto 6th Ave/Dairy
Ave. Turn left onto Virginia Ave. Turn right onto Rd
16/4th Ave. Continue straight onto Ave 54/Center
Ave. Continue to follow Ave 54. Continue onto Borchardt Dr. Continue onto Ave 56/W Sierra Ave. Turn
right onto CA-43. Turn right onto Palmer Ave. Turn
left onto Rd 84.Turn right onto Stowe Ave. Turn
right at the 2nd cross street onto Young Rd.
There are several restaurants in the area. One of my
favorites is Woolgrowers in Los Banos. There is also
Pea Soup Andersen’s in Santa Nella and Harris
Ranch in Coalinga.
The park’s phone number is: 661-849-3433 and it is
open every day from 10:00 am to sunset. For further
information please visit the park’s website at: http://
www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=583
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NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to our new members joining in May and June 2019. We hope you will be
active in your own parlor and that you will visit neighboring parlors.
St. Helena #53
Jac Cole
Daniel Capp
John James Rosa
Peter Del Bondio
Dominic Quaglia
Justin Reed Davis
John McCarthy
David W. Harberts
Donnie Taylor
Scott Churchill
Napa #62
Cynthia Ann Pilgrim
David G. Finigan
Darwin Davis
Rev. Patrick Leland Burns
Jordan Bankston
Anthony Arnigoni
Santa Cruz #90
Gary M. Gai
Sid Slatter
David R. Weybright
Aaron N. Vera

Gabilan #132
Justin Norton
Troy Lee Tidwell
Sutter #261
Richard Rodney Uren
Columbia #258
David Paul Flaherty
Rio Hondo #294
Suzanne Renee Chandler
Sunset #26
Robert D. Maus
Golden Gate #29
Laura Coffman
Solano #39
Mitch Bassignani
Auburn #59
Gary Ludwig

Redwood #66
Benjamin Lee Loudermilk
Gary Barulich
Larry Barker
Downieville #92
William M. Reed
Arrowhead #110
Richard Hernandez
Cambria #152
Christopher Harwood Pope
Presidio #194
Harold A. Vance, Jr.
Gary Bong
Pebble Beach #230
Laura O’Leary
Dante Silvestri

OBITUARY FOR BROTHER RICHARD REYNOLDS MAHAFFEY
Richard Reynolds Mahaffey passed away peacefully
on June 25, 2019 in Modesto, California at the age of
86. Richard was born on November 5, 1932 to his
parents Frank Gibson and Marian (Laughlin) Mahaffey in Oakland, California.

Warren Mahaffey, started a family which grew to
three children: Sheryl, Patricia and Frank. Richard
worked for the Santa Fe Railroad for a few years,
then moved the family back to Roberts Island where
he ran the Mahaffey’s Tavern with his father.

Richard “Dick” Mahaffey was raised on Roberts Island near Stockton, California where his father
owned the Mahaffey’s Collar and Elbow Tavern.
Richard graduated from Fairchild Elementary
School, Edison High School, San Joaquin Delta College, and also attended Humphrey’s Business College.

Richard returned to the aviation field in the mid
1960’s as an overseas American contractor for nearly
30 years for Bell Helicopter, Parsons, Agusta International, and Dynalectron Corporation. He taught
and supervised airplane and helicopter maintenance
at U.S. Air Force Bases in Viet Nam, Japan, Iran,
Saudia Arabia, and Yemen. In 1968-69, his family
joined him at the Misawa Air Force Base in Japan.
He was a high ranking Department of Defense contractor with Officer privileges on American military
bases.

Richard was a true patriot all his life, serving his
country in the military and later as a Department of
Defense contractor. After high school, Richard enlisted in the United States Air Force where he served
for four years, which started a lifelong devotion to the
aviation industry. Following his Air Force service, he
returned to the Stockton area and married Eunice

Continued on page15
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DEATHS

May the Lord grant eternal rest in the Grand Parlor on High to these brothers.

HONORED DEAD
Frank Schillaci, Placerville #9: Attended ten sessions of Grand Parlor as a delegate; the 106th,
107th, 108th, and 109th sessions as the SDDGP for District #6. Served as GOS, GIS and Grand Marshal
at the 110th, 111th, and 112th sessions; served as Grand Trustee at the 113th, 114th, and 115th sessions;
and sat at the 116th, 117th, and 118th sessions as a member of the Board of Appeals.

DECEASED BROTHERS
Auburn #59
Jack Duncan
Santa Cruz #90
Ken Henton
Placerville #9
Carl Visman

Modesto #11
Miles Leland Caudle
John E. Ford

National #118
Gino Bava

Napa #62
Fred Born

Gabilan #132
August John Amaral
Richard Alan Shirk

Santa Cruz #90
David Garibotti

Cambria #152
James A. Perry

Richard Mahaffey continued from page 14
In 1990, while in Saudi Arabia, Richard met President George H.W. Bush during a presidential visit to
the Middle East. A Cold War Recognition Certificate
signed by Ronald Reagan hung proudly above his
desk. Richard also had special assignments in other
countries, and often said he has been around the
world the equivalent of three times. Richard was a
member of the V.F.W., and American Legion posts
both in the U.S. and abroad including American Legion China Post 1 - Soldiers of Fortune Worldwide.

His family enjoyed listening to Richard’s fascinating
stories about his international travels, and colorful
family history. He was proud to be descended from
Revolutionary War soldiers and early California Gold
Rush pioneers. His children have fond memories of
Sunday drives throughout the California foothills
exploring historical towns, cemeteries and stopping
to read Historical Landmarks. He was a member and
Past President of Native Sons of the Golden West
Stockton Parlor # 7.
After retirement, he returned to the United States
and settled in Stockton. In his later years, he enjoyed
keeping busy by working in the ticket booths for the
Stockton Ports and at U.O.P. sporting events. He was
a big fan of many sports, and won the Stockton
Record’s football prediction “Beat the Experts” contest several times. Richard kept a careful eye on

Guadalupe #231
Ernest C. Ayala

local politics and important issues, and became a frequent contributor to the Stockton Record’s Letters to
the Editor. He also enjoyed entering sweepstakes as
a hobby, and won many prizes. He was a lifelong avid
reader.

As Richard’s health declined in the last year of his
life, he moved in to his daughter Patti’s home in Ripon where he enjoyed loving care and attention.
Richard is survived by his three children: Sheryl
(Joe) Pimentel of Manteca, Patricia “Patti” Wilbur
of Ripon, and Frank (Margaret) Gibson Mahaffey II
of Salida. His seven grandchildren include Jerod
Pimentel, Marissa Pimentel and Joseph Pimentel III
all of Manteca; Dr. Andrew (Laura) Wilbur of Seoul,
South Korea, Ian (Laura) Wilbur of Ripon; Michael
Mahaffey of Salida, and Shannon (Michael) Mahaffey
-Leon of Modesto. Great grandchildren include Jace, Jiana, Jaylee and Jessalyn Pimentel; Naomi, Owen and Emme Wilbur; and Sophie Leon.
He was preceded in death by his parents, wife Suzanne, and his sister Mary Jane Mahaffey Poulk.
At Richard’s request, services will be private. Donations in his memory may be sent to Native Sons of
the Golden West Stockton Parlor #7, Historical
Preservation Foundation, P.O. Box 692151, Stockton,
CA 95269.
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Check out The
Native Sons
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To view
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in full color.

THE NATIVE SON
Tom Widlund, Managing Editor

Published bi-monthly by the Native Sons of the Golden
West from its headquarters at 414 Mason Street, Suite
300, San Francisco, CA 94102, for distribution to its
members. Parlors offering material for publication
should send it, along with parlor newsletters and advertising inquiries, to Tom Widlund e-mail
t.widlund@yahoo.com before September 15th for
the next issue.
Send address changes to Grand Parlor, 414 Mason
Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, CA 94102, or e-mail
to nsgwgp@pacbell.net.

