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 THE

NATIVE SON
Here We Are Again!
By FRED CODONI

Managing Editor
With the retirement of Native Son Editor 

Tom Widlund after producing three years 
of excellent issues, incoming Grand Presi-
dent Joe Castillo has asked me to take over 
as editor for a few issues. 

You may remember I edited the official 
publication for  25 years and then asked 
to retire. My background is in journalism, 
with a college major of English with a mi-
nor in journalism. At this time, I produce 
four other publications for non-profits, 
amounting to 24 issues a year. With The 
Native Son, it will be 30.

In editing and publishing, I believe in 
the tenets of true journalism, including “is 
it correct?” and “is it fair?” I will publish 
any contributions, expressing any points 
of view. It doesn’t matter if I agree with a 
contribution.

For most of my 85 years, over 65 writ-
ing, I have been guided by the famous 
saying of Voltaire: “I disagree with what 
you say, but will fight to the death for your 
right to say it.” That means we will print 
anything our members send us, as long as 
it is respectful.

On a lighter subject, I need your help 
in producing stories of our Order and list-
ing events (when we start having events 
again!). Please send me your newsletters 
(by snail mail to 162 Porteous Avenue, 
Fairfax 94930 or by email to nsgwfpc@
comcast.net) so I can publicize your par-
lor’s activities. 

I don’t want to continue editing our state 
paper forever, and urgently solicit someone 
to step in when I can’t (or don’t want to) 
do it anymore. Surely in our membership of 
7,500 there are some who can help me and 
eventually take over editing. Please help!

Grand Parlor to be in Sonoma
A greatly-reduced 143rd Grand Parlor will be held at the Sonoma Raceway in NASCAR 

Garage H, 29355 Arnold Drive, Sonoma, on Wednesday and Thursday, August 19 and 20.
The sessions will be open only to delegates, though brothers who wish to attend may be seated 

if there is room after all registered delegates have been seated after 10 a.m. on August 19.
There will no headquarters for the 143rd Grand Parlor due to lack of facilities at the 

Sonoma Raceway and no hotel in the area that can accommodate us all due to the pan-
demic. All attending this Grand Parlor will need to make their own hotel reservations. 
Surrounding communities for lodging facilities include Petaluma, Sonoma, American 
Canyon, Novato, Napa, Vallejo and San Rafael.

The following activities will not be scheduled due to COVID-19 and Federal, State and 
local Health Safety Orders: Grand President’s Reception, Ladies Luncheon, Open Me-
morial Service, NDGW Grand Officers Visitation, Banquet, Play Day Events and cam-
paign hospitality rooms. Grand 1st VP Joe Castillo is working on an Incoming Grand 
President’s Reception; details will be shared when available

Sign-in for pre-registered delegates only will be from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. Wednesday. Un-
timely submission of delegate registration may result in inability to attend. Due to CO-
VID-19, the short timeline and the need to arrange for the necessary amount of food, 
chairs, etc., all delegates must pre-register; payment for the 143rd Grand Parlor must be 
received no later than August 14, 2020.

All attendees will be asked to wear face masks and practice social distancing at this Grand 
Parlor. The health and safety of all is important to our members, their family, and friends.

Pre-registration form is on page 11 of this issue.

Mission San Gabriel 
Badly Damaged

Mission San Gabriel, a close neighbor 
of Ramona #109, was badly damaged in a 
fire on July 11. The fire appeared to have 
started in the choir loft on the second floor 
and spread to the ceiling and wooden roof.

Mission San Gabriel Arcangel was 
founded Sept. 8, 1771 by Father Junipero 
Serra, whose statutes have recently been 
toppled by activists and protesters in Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and Sacramento. 
Serra paved the way for Spanish colonial-
ization of California. The mission moved 
to its current site in 1775 and the construc-
tion on the church was completed in 1805.

Paintings, the Stations of the Cross, and 
other artifacts had been removed from the 
sanctuary as part of the renovations in 
preparation for the 250th anniversary of 
the mission’s founding next year, according 

to Los Angeles Archbishop Jose H. Gomez.
Authorities deemed the building unsafe 

and red-tagged it.
Some parts of the roof are still there but 

hanging on precipitously. Church officials 
do not yet have an estimated cost of dam-
ages. Once investigators are finished at the 
scene the church will assess the damage, 
according to Terri Huerta, director of de-
velopment & communication for the Mis-
sion San Gabriel Arcangel.

Church officials plan to rebuild the 
church. Interested donors can contribute 
via the church’s website at https://parish.
sangabrielmissionchurch.org/.

Ramona Parlor #109, NSGW is in the 
process of formulating a plan to work with 
the other SoCal parlors, and then seek a 
HPF grant. There are no official plans, 
though. The parlor hasn’t met since March 
(in person or by online). 

See another story on page 9
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION FOUNDATION
HPF - Passing the Torch
By DAVID ALLEN, PGP

Some of you may already 
know this, but after 11 years 
in two different stretches as 
chairman of the HPF, I have 
decided to step down. I am 
beginning my 20th year on 
the board and plan to drop 
off after this coming year. 

At the annual HPF meet-
ing held at Auburn Parlor 
in June, the board elected 
Carl Von Bargen from John 
C. Bidwell Parlor #21 as the 

new chairman. Carl brings a wealth of exuberance, experience and 
knowledge to the position to lead this Foundation through the next 
decade. 

Transitioning is important to the overall success of the HPF as 
it should be for all organizations. Carl and I have been in constant 
communication for over a year. Every success and failure, triumph 
and pitfall, contacts, organizational history and vision is known. 
This, if you may, is a passing of the torch to a newer, fresher, and 
younger group of directors who will be able to build upon the pre-
vious 20 years of HPF progress to step up and expand the influ-
ence of the HPF as well as the Native Sons. 

I can review the changes in detail over the last two decades of 
the Foundation; many of you already know them, but I will do a 
short review anyway. The HPF was founded by PGP Clare Mc-
Cullough in 2000 along with PGP’s Barney Noel, William Hargis, 
Bob Rogers and then-Grand Secretary Ron Koeper. 

Even at that time I was working with the group as part of the 
Sesquicentennial team. One year later at Sank Park in Oroville 
after the board was restructured, I was appointed to the board and 
I wound up as chairman in 2001 until 2004.  

While the Sesquicentennial was an optic and positive success 
for the Native Sons and the HPF, it had numerous financial chal-
lenges in the aftermath. The goal for the first several years of the 
HPF was to get out of debt. How many of you still have Teddy 
Bears and T Shirts? After a few years, this goal was accomplished.

The next several years the HPF was trying to figure what to 
do and how to do it. Starting in 2009 and finally hitting its stride 
in 2012, the HPF began to move. Since 2012 the HPF Board has 
donated $280K in 70 different grant awards throughout the state. 
In addition to the awards, there have been about $220K in pledged 
and restricted donations to specific projects. That is about a $500K 
swing in 8 years. 

The original plan of the HPF was to search for outside funds to 
support the projects. During the early years of the HPF, it was very 
evident that was not going to happen. A program had to be built 
on action and establishing a track record. Nobody from the outside 
was going to donate anything to a bunch of nice guys with no his-
tory. The HPF got into a good niche of making small donations, 
usually less than $5K and was able to get instant results. Many of 
these had a local parlor or member supporting the request, which 

gave representation. That program exists to this day.  
After a sustained period of positive results, the HPF is moving 

into the third decade of existence with experience and optimism. 
The infrastructure of the HPF is complete.  The necessary admin-
istrative processes are complete. The website www.hpfnsgw.org 
is complete.  

The track record is complete and continuing to evolve and ex-
pand. None of this would be possible without the support and belief 
from the members of the Native Sons. Building on that support, 
the next decade marks the beginning of the process of meeting not 
only with parlors, but potential corporate sponsors.   

Back in the real world, Grand 1st VP Joe Castillo from Rio 
Hondo Parlor #294 made a comment about calling this year the 
“Big Asterisk” and that is how the HPF looks at it. Since there was 
no Grand Parlor, the HPF has received minimal funding. As you 
could guess the donations normally received in the HPF room, did 
not happen at all. That funding for the year was reduced by 80%.

The HPF will be able to meet all its obligations going forward 
concerning funding for restricted pledges and special projects. 
New requests are having to be scrutinized even more closely and 
probably delayed or not even reviewed. The corporate sponsors 
do not materialize overnight. The HPF is counting on parlors who 
have annually supported the preservation of California history 
through the HPF will continue with this program going forward. 
Donations can be made on the HPF website; mailed to the HPF 
Treasurer Jerry Stinson at P. O. Box 122, Greenwood, CA 95635; 
or mailed to the Grand Parlor office in San Francisco. 

It has been a rewarding and productive 20 years. The year 2000 
started with PGP Clare McCullough’s vision of the Native Sons 
getting back toward its roots. PGP Barney Noel kept everything 
afloat with historical knowledge, patience, and his special brand 
of presentation. That helped me keep the train on the track. Now it 
is up to Carl and the new guys to continue with the original vision 
with 21st century improvements. The HPF is in good hands going 
forward.  

I want to thank each and every member of the Native Sons for 
believing in the original mission, having the faith and patience in 
the HPF as it moved forward. 

Looking forward to seeing many of you along the California 
Trail.  

    Dave



THE NATIVE SON - AUGUST-SEPEMBER 2020                                                                                                       PAGE 3

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FOUNDATION
“Creative, Dynamic, Proactive”

By CARL VON BARGEN
These are not the typical words you think of when ponder-

ing The Historical Preservation Foundation, but these were the 
opening words to the newly-elected officers and directors of the 
Historical Preservation Foundation. Covid-19 may have taken 
the wind out of our 
fundraising sails, but 
with creative, dy-
namic and proactive 
actions on the part of 
the Board of Direc-
tors of the HPF, we 
will continue to fulfill 
our mission.

The essence of the 
Historical Preserva-
tion Foundation per 
its articles of incorpo-
ration is to preserve, 
protect and educate 
everyone regarding 
the amazing history 
of the Great State of 
California. The ac-
tual application of 
those articles of in-
corporation has been 
to provide funding 
to organizations to educate and to restore significant historical-
ly-relevant icons and structures within the State of California 
which will enhance the positive image of the Native Sons of the 
Golden West. 

The Historical Preservation Foundation is entering its third de-
cade with a motivated board of directors that is seeking new op-
portunities for fund raising and grant writing to enhance Native 
Sons of the Golden West’s reputation and highlight Native Sons of 
the Golden West’s successes.

I anticipate a year filled with new challenges and chances to 
highlight various parlor endeavors. As an easy example, George-
town Parlor #91 applied for a grant from the Historical Preser-
vation Foundation to restore portions of the IOOF Hall that they 
and many other Georgetown organizations meet in. This will give 
Georgetown Parlor the opportunity to be recognized in their com-
munity for saving an iconic hall that many in the community know 
and love. Hopefully, this is translated into potential membership 
and ideas for future projects involving restoration or education 
within the Georgetown community.

Additionally, the Historical Preservation Foundation, under 
the guidance of former Chairman David Allen, has put together a 
functioning website, established a professional package to solicit 
donations from corporate donors, and streamlined the Historical 
Preservation Foundation’s accounting practices, to make investi-
gations by potential donors easy and seamless. 

Supporting the HPF Without Breaking the Bank
By CARL Von BARGEN

Supporting the Historical Preservation Foundation is a source of 
pride, being a member of the Native Sons of the Golden West for 
decades. Under normal circumstances, fundraising for the HPF 
falls short of the amount needed to fund all of the worthy projects 
submitted. These are far from normal times. The HPF needs your 
help to keep providing grants to fund historically-significant edu-
cation and restoration projects. 

These trying times in the face of Covid-19 have brought sev-
eral changes to how we operate as members of Native Sons 
of the Golden West. It is requiring us to look for solutions to 
problems outside of our normal comfort zone. Before Covid-19, 
we took it as a right that we could run down to the local store 
for anything we needed without serious consequences. Today 
we know differently. Online stores have all but taken all the 
business overnight.

Luckily one of the businesses has created an avenue to give 
back to non-profits. Amazon has created a website by the name 
of Amazonsmile.com which provides a ½% donation of all pur-
chases to your chosen, approved non-profit organization at no 
cost to the consumer. This can be used by anyone, not just Native 
Sons.

Please consider asking friends, business associates and family 
to switch from Amazon.com to Amazonsmile.com and help sup-
port the Historical Preservation Foundation during a bleak mo-
ment in our history, without cost to the supporter.

The Amazonsmile.com name for the HPF is: Historical Preser-
vation Foundation of the Native Sons of Golden West.

All donations help to keep our foundations operating. To date 
Amazonsmile.com has donated $183,120,221.33 to non-profit 
organizations like the Historical Preservation Foundation. Any 
amount can assist the Historical Preservation Foundation to con-
tinue to support the mission of the Native Sons of the Golden West 
to preserve, protect, restore and educate the world about Califor-
nia’s incredible history and treasures.

New Chairman of the HPF Carl von Bar-
gen with wife Karen.

These improvements, while a drastic improvement over past 
performance, will continue to be polished and improved by the 
new Board of Directors, with assistance by our Emeritus Directors 
Barney Noel, Jim Shadle and newly-approved Emeritus Director 
Dwight Dutschke, over the coming years.

The Board of Directors of the Historical Preservation Foun-
dation looks forward to collaborating with several parlors in the 
coming year, on fundraising and worthy projects. Please feel free 
to reach out to your local Director of the HPF if you have new un-
tested ideas for fundraisers, or if you have a recommendation of a 
corporate donor that you feel we should approach, or information 
about a project that you feel should be investigated and supported 
that will enhance historical preservation or education in our Great 
State. I look forward to working hard for Native Sons, brothers, on 
your behalf for the coming year.

I appreciate the opportunity to assist the Native Sons of the 
Golden west to shine.



GRAND PRESIDENT
                                            James King         
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OPINION
 Fred Codoni, Managing Editor

THE NATIVE SON
Fred Codoni, Managing Editor

Published bi-monthly by the Native Sons of the Golden 
West from its headquarters at 414 Mason Street, Suite 300, 
San Francisco, CA 94102, for distribution to its members. 
Parlors offering material for publication should send it, 
along with parlor newsletters, letters to the editor and ad-
vertising inquiries to Fred Codoni, 162 Porteous Avenue, 
Fairfax 94930, e-mail nsgwfpc@comcast.net. Send address 
changes to Grand Parlor, 414 Mason Street, Suite 300, San  
Francisco, CA 94102, or e-mail to nsgwgp@pacbell.net. 

Goodbye History
We can understand the difficulties minorities have in see-

ing statues and other public items honoring those in the United 
States’ past who have owned slaves, subjugated Native Ameri-
cans and otherwise supported “white supremacy.” From Christo-
pher Columbus to President George Washington to members of 
the Confederate Army to Saint Fr. Junipero Serra to many others 
who were engaged in racist activities, those acts were shameful 
in today’s context and should be recognized as such. 

Do we then condemn everything they accomplished? 
Do we then try to erase the past by hiding every public refer-

ence to it?
Seeing those statues and plaques should remind us of our past 

transgressions and strengthen our vow to never repeat those rac-
ist actions. 

History is what has happened in the past. No matter how many 
reminders of that past disappear, we can’t change history in any 
way.

Let’s respect what these people have done, condemn if we will 
their racist activities, but honor what they have accomplished.

Let’s learn from our history—not destroy every reminder 
of it.

Support Your Parlor!
Because of the Corona virus pandemic, virtually all parlor ac-

tivities have ceased—but your love for your parlor and our Order 
should not be affected in any way!

Coming as it did in March and extending no one knows how 
long, parlors have not been able to hold their normal fund-raising 
events and now must depend entirely on members’ dues and their 
assets (if they have any).

As an example, Fairfax Parlor has six major fund-raisers dur-
ing the year but had only its January crab feed–the other five 
couldn’t be held. Most other parlors are in the same predicament.

Parlor expenses continue, especially the per capita tax which 
we fear some parlors will be unable to pay.

We don’t know when normality return, but we urge each mem-
ber to help insure the future of his parlor by (1) paying his dues 
and (2) offering support to his parlor’s officers.

Our Order has existed for 145 years through wars, pandemics 
and depressions because of the faith its members had in it and the 
ways they stood with it during troubled times.

Brothers, now’s the time to stand with your parlor and help it 
survive one of the worst challenges of our lifetime.

Well, here it is, the final message of my pandemic-extended 
term, and it seems that the entire country has gone insane. As 
an Order committed to patriotism and the preservation of his-
tory, we should be appalled at what is going on in our state and 
in our nation at this time. Make no mistake, this is no longer 
about this color or that color life mattering; that should have 
become apparent when the statues and monuments to avowed 
abolitionists like Ulysses S. Grant and Frederick Douglass 
became targets of the howling mobs. Their destruction was not 
done out of ignorance, it was coldly calculated. This is about 
tearing down our culture and our way of life in order to sup-
plant it with socialism.  

It is well known that you cannot rewrite history until you have 
destroyed the real thing, until you have sent it down “the memory 
hole.” George Orwell’s 1984 was supposed to be a warning, not 
an instruction manual.

We have descended into a period of lawlessness, the likes of 
which I have never seen. State and local governments are refus-
ing to enforce the rule of law and prevent the destruction of pub-
lic and private property. With the advent of the “cancel culture” 
and the demise of the freedom of speech, no one dare speak up 
lest their names, careers and lives be jeopardized, or forfeit. The 
hounding and threatening of people who display “wrongthink” 
and the destruction of a culture are sorely reminiscent of 1930s 
Germany. 

But there must come a point where we stand up for what is 
right and for what we believe in.  

To do so in this environment is risky but I believe that we need 
to take that risk. I am appointing an ad hoc committee to contact 
our state and local governments and private institutions that have 
statues, and the like, to men and women who have shaped our 
history and our culture, and of whom they are now embarrassed, 
or whom they now find to be inconvenient, and offer to take pos-
session, and ownership, of them for the purpose of preserving the 
items for their historic value.

It is my personal contention that any of these statues and such 
may be offered to churches, businesses, and municipalities that 
have the guts to put them on display so that future generations 
may not forget who these people were, warts and all, and what 
they did to shape their future.

The David Broderick monument was an 80-foot shaft of gran-
ite, paid for by private donations and public appropriations to the 
tune of $15,000 in 1855. In the 1940s, the city of San Francisco 
allowed the monument to be torn down in the interest of clearing 
the cemetery for development. While the Native Sons worked 
diligently to have the monument re-erected in a public square in 
the city, it was ultimately used for fill in a road repair during the 
war. Today there is no reminder of David Broderick or who this 
very notable individual was or how he died. 

Look him up before he disappears down the memory hole, 
too.
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The HPF Mission 
Continues in Georgetown

By JERRY STINSON
Even during uncertain times, HPF grant proposals continue to 

be submitted, proving there is still dedication to the cause of his-
toric preservation in the Native Sons. Using a dash of technologi-
cal ingenuity combined with dedication, the Historic Preservation 
Foundation has found a way to continue to have meetings while 
staying safe and healthy. 

The latest most ambitious grant proposal was submitted by 
Georgetown Parlor #91 in cooperation with IOOF Memento 
Lodge #37. The grant proposal asks for assistance with a restora-
tion project to arrest the decay of a building that has been part of 
California history for 161 years. The building, originally known as 
the Balsar House, was built in 1859. It was purchased by the IOOF 
in 1880 with intentions to reconstruct the house into both a private 
meeting hall and a community hall. 

Parlor #91 was instituted in this hall Aug. 27, 1886 by officers 
from Placerville Parlor #9. The remodeling projects for both pri-
vate and community halls were completed in 1889. Since that time, 
the Georgetown Oddfellows Hall has not only been the primary 
meeting hall for a community, it has also been the focal point of 
134 years of Native Son and Oddfellows tradition in Georgetown. 

HPF approved the grant proposal for matching funds at their 
June meeting, allowing the project planners to reach their in-
tended goals for material purchases to begin. Material costs for 
the project are roughly $47,000. Both parlor, and lodge members 
have pledged thousands of dollars in labor donations and it will 
be exciting to see the transformation of this iconic local building. 
We will try to keep everyone posted on our progress during this 
project. 

This article was not written just to prove that Parlor #91 is one of 
the finest, most active parlors in the Order or show how beneficial 
HPF is to the Order. Although these sentiments are true, there is 
much more to be gleamed from this story. What all Native Sons 
of the Golden West really need to realize from reading this is how 
viruses, riots, government health advisories and a complete loss of  
respect for history and what it teaches us should not deter us from 
our mission or our duty to our communities. 

HPF lost one of their primary fundraising events (Grand Parlor) 
this year, and yet the board did not hesitate to issue a grant. In 
a small town like Georgetown all the events which allowed fun-
draising have been cancelled, but it was decided the scheduling 
vacancies for the IOOF Hall can be used as an advantage. 

During uncertain times, all the organizations associated with 
this project refuse to be defeated in their missions—they are try-
ing to innovate and adapt to new ways of remaining fraternal, 
fund raising, publicizing and preserving our heritage and its les-
sons. This is how our hearts and minds should be focused.  

P.S. - The Historic Preservation Foundation of the Native Sons 
of the Golden West is a non-profit 501(c)(3) and it could use your 
help brothers! Their new website is linked to the Native Son web-
site and features the path to make a tax-deductible donation or 
apply for a grant. Your donation will not go unused and is greatly 
appreciated!  

OPINION
 Fred Codoni, Managing Editor

Patriotism Integral to Native Sons
The Order of the Native Sons of the Golden West has always 

pledged allegiance to the United States of America. At the 61st 
Grand Parlor, the delegates heard the following speech, part of 
which (quoted below) affirmed our loyalty to the Union.

“Nativism in the Confederacy means disloyalty to the Union, 
whereas the Native Sons of the Golden West has always stood 
for loyalty to the Stars and Stripes. The American Protective 
Association, commonly known as the A.P.A., the Ku Klux Klan 
and other organizations are listed by social scientists as forms 
of nativism. From the day of their inception the Native Sons of 
the Golden West have always stood for religious freedom and 
tolerance. In the organization of the society the Catholic John 
Anthony Steinbach, the Protestant John Edmund McDougald and 
the Jew William Josephi joined hands in a fraternal fellowship 
into which their religious differences have never entered. Belief 
in God, birth in California, loyalty to the government of the Unit-
ed States, and good moral character are the only requirements for 
membership. Catholics, Protestants and Jews meet in their Parlor 
as citizens of the United States and of the State of California. 
Membership is restricted to white persons, not because of race 
prejudice, but for general social reasons.”

[Most fraternal organizations were restricted to whites until the 
middle of the 20th century. The Native Sons of the Golden West was 
one of the first to invite native Californians of all races to join. –Ed] 

State Reptile
Under a full head of steam, California’s official state reptile, 

the desert tortoise (gopherus agassizi) moves at a stolid pace of 
about 20 feet per minute. This patient vegetarian has existed 
on Earth almost unchanged for millions of years. It is found in 
the southwestern desert areas of California where it now enjoys 
protected status as an endangered species. The desert tortoise 
played a key role in the passage of the California Desert Protec-
tion Act in 1994. To protect the fragile desert habitat of the tor-
toise and other plants and animals, millions of acres were added 
to the national park and wilderness system. Supporters reported-
ly brought a desert tortoise to the White House for the bill sign-
ing. The tortoise has been the official State Reptile since 1972.

State Rock
California has a greater number of minerals and a wider vari-

ety of rock types than does any other state. Serpentine, a shiny, 
green and blue rock found throughout California, was named the 
official State Rock in 1965. It contains the state’s principal de-
posits of chromite, magnesite, and cinnabar. California was the 
first state to designate a State Rock.
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RETRO RAMBLINGS
By DOUGLAS LOVE, Chair, California History Board

Tucked in an alley, off of First Street in Benicia, next to a sports 
bar, stand the remains of a building with a prominent role in the 
history of California. It is covered by an open shed and tarps. 
Nearby is a small plaque explaining why the building is important 
and a couple of benches. It is the Von Pfister adobe.

Founded by Robert Semple in 1847, Benicia was named after 
General Mariano G. Vallejo’s wife, Dona Francisca Benicia Caril-
lo de Vallejo. The Von Pfister Adobe was the third building erect-
ed in what would become the City of Benicia. In 1847 the building 
was built by William McDonald for Robert Semple. In March of 
1847, Semple met Captain Edward Von Pfister, who was going to 
open a general store in San Jose, in Yerba Buena, and convinced 
him to visit the site of the nascent town of Benicia. After a four-
day voyage by whaleboat, Von Pfister arrived in Benicia. Von Pfis-
ter then travelled to Hawaii to gather goods for his new business 
venture. In September or October, Semple leased the 40 foot by 18 
foot building to Von Pfister to be used as a general store and hotel. 
On November 5, 1847, “Von Pfister’s Store” recorded its first sale.

The building served the town as a store, occasional boarding 
house and gathering place for a number of years. It was covered in 
clapboards and eventually a newer and bigger building was built 
next to it. By the 1970s, the building was collapsing and a met-
al roof was erected over it. On June 24, 2015, the remains of the 
building were added to the National Register of Historic Places. It 
currently awaits reconstruction and restoration.

Photo from the Library of Commerce shows the Von Pfister adobe 
in the 1960s.

Photo by Doug Love, 2020.
Why This Building?

So, why this building? There are hundreds if not thousands of 
historic buildings in California. Well, it was in this building that 
Charles Bennett let slip the discovery of gold at Sutter’s Mill on 
February 15, 1848. Bennett had been dispatched by Sutter to Mon-
terey to confirm Sutter’s title to the land in and around Coloma. 
When Bennett reached Benicia, he stopped in Von Pfister’s Store 
to rest and wait for the ferry to take him across the Carquinez 
Straits. It was in this little adobe that Bennett heard some other 
men describe how coal had been discovered near the foot of Mt. 
Diablo and that the coal would mean that California would be-
come very important to the United States. Bennett reportedly re-
plied, “Coal! I have something here which will beat coal and make 
this the greatest country in the world!” He then showed the men 
gathered at Von Pfister’s the sample of gold he had with him. From 
Benicia, Bennett travelled to San Francisco, where Sam Brannan 
ran through the streets crying “Gold! Gold from Sutter’s Mill!” 
and then onto Monterey where he was unable to secure Sutter’s 
claim to the land.

So, this building, off of First Street in Benicia, is the place where 
the secret of James Marshall’s and John Sutter’s discovery of gold was 
first made public. The news of this discovery sparked a huge migra-
tion to California of adventure seekers, prospectors, farmers, busi-
nessmen and hucksters, all looking to “strike it rich” in California. 

GETTING THERE: The Von Pister Adobe is located at the end 
of Von Pfister Alley in Benicia. From 414 Mason Street take I-80 
East toward Sacramento. Take Exit 30A onto I-780 toward Beni-
cia/Martinez. Take Exit 3B onto Military West. Turn right onto 
First Street and then turn right onto Von Pfister Alley. It is located 
behind Rookie’s Sports Bar between C and D streets.

First Friday Lunches Stopped
After many years when Native Sons from the Napa Valley and 

throughout our Order joined for lunch at rotating Valley parlors, 
the event has been discontinued because of lack of attendance. 
Originally participating were Napa, Holderman, Calistoga and St. 
Helena; Holderman dropped out some time ago.

From Calendar Chairman Mitch Laing
Brothers:

I wish to thank all of you, on behalf of co-chair/liaison Grand 
Trustee Dave Schafer and myself, for your support of the Lucky 
Calendar. It has been a challenging but exciting 3 years, highlight-
ed by announcing awards of nearly $50,000. At this time the Com-
mittee is working to produce the 2021 Lucky Calendar which will 
be under direction of the new Chairman.

Remember that 2020 calendars are still available as is a payout 
of close to $9,000. $20 daily, $75 Saturday, $150 last day of the 
month, $500 Statehood Day and $2,000 Dec 31.

As I will, please show your support for the Lucky Calendar and 
the new Chairman, to be announced at Grand Parlor.

The two Native Sons 501(c)(3) foundations, the Chartitable 
Foundation and the Historic Preservation Foundation need your 
financial support now more than every in these dismal times of 
the corona virus. Please contribute what you can to support the 
outstanding work of these two organizations.
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Do not overpay when you sell your Bay Area Home but receive a 
higher net profit! Offering 4% Total NET Commission Costs with 
660 SOLD HOMES—proof my system works.
Call/email/text and compare my services before you list your 
property with anyone else. I am a member of Golden Gate #29. 

JOE CASTILLO

A 3rd Generation 

San Franciscan

Helping Buyers and Sellers

of Bay Area Real Estate

Since 1978

Corona Virus—Staying Safe
 COVID-19 continues to take its toll on people all over the globe 

with over 504,000 cases worldwide and 120,000 in the United 
States fatalities. Restrictions were initially relaxed and are now 
being re-applied as we haven’t been able to control the on-going 
virus. In Southern California, a record number of cases are now 
being reported placing a heavy burden on emergency services, 
health organizations and hospitals. So please protect yourself by 
keeping your distance from others, wearing a mask and/or gloves, 
and wash your hands often.

Committee and Appointment Opportunities.
I have a number of committee and district appointment oppor-

tunities available to those who want to make a difference in the 
Grand Parlor. There are still positions available as either a chair-
person or committee member for the Grand Parlor. Being a com-
mittee member will put you in a position to learn more about the 
administration and organization of the Native Sons of the Golden 
West and allow you to grow with the organization. Also, Super-
vising District Deputy and District Deputy positions are available 
in your area. If you are interested in any of the above positions, 
please contact me, Joe Castillo, Grand 1st VP, at joeacastillo@aol.
com or at (626) 205-0017 and let me know your interest and prefer-
ence. I look forward to hearing from you.

Historical Landmark Dedications
 NSGW Historical Landmark dedications are a great way to pro-

mote the order, preserve California History and get your parlor’s 
name engraved on a bronze plaque. Over 1,500 NSGW plaques 
have been placed throughout the state and now is the time to add a 
few more. I am seeking parlors interested in having a NSGW his-
torical landmark dedication at a location of their choice. At pres-
ent, I have budgeted for up 18 bronze plaque dedications through-
out the state. The cost of the plaque will be shared between the 
Grand Parlor and the contributing parlor(s). In addition, the name 
of the Grand President and Parlor President will be included on 
the plaque. I am anticipating that dedications will be held starting 
in August. We will be unable to finalize any dedication until after 
the COVID-19 restrictions are relaxed but we can start to plan 
until then. If you are interested in sponsoring a NSGW historical 
Landmark Dedication, please contact me at joeacastillo@aol.com 
and provide the expected dates for a dedication.

Sloat’s Landing—174thAnniversary July7, 1846
The acquisition of California by the United States was not as 

politically planned as we may have thought. James K. Polk was 
the 11th President of the United States and was the last of the Jack-
sonian era leaders. Considered a strong, no-nonsense leader, Polk 
sought to drive the United States to the Pacific Ocean. Without 
wanting to aggravate Mexico, our southern neighbor, Polk secretly 
designed a plan to take the California territory by force. Former 
Captain John C. Fremont was building a small battalion to march 
to Sonoma, seize it and start an uprising seeking to establish Cali-
fornia as an independent republic. But President Polk could not 
offer direct military support to Fremont as it would seem like a 
United States-sponsored rebellion. Fremont with 190 men over-
took the Mexican forces at the Sonoma garrison and the new Cali-
fornia Bear Flag was unfurled announcing a new government of 
California. But war against Mexico had not been announced by 
either Fremont or the United States. Prior to Fremont’s assault on 
Sonoma, Polk had devised a plan in case the United States sought 

to acquire the California territory. He assigned Brigadier General 
Stephen Kearney to lead an expedition from Lawrence, Kansas, 
west along the Gila River trail to the Spanish town of Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. Kearney was to take control of New Mexico and 
then proceed west to Southern California. Commodore John D. 
Sloat would take his Pacific Squadron of the U.S. Navy and seize 
the most important ports of California. Word reached Sloat that 
Fremont had succeeded in taking Sonoma in the name of a new 
California Republic, but he still had no word that war had been 
declared on Mexico. Sloat waited in the vicinity of Monterey for 
word from Polk to proceed with the 
defined plan of action. He was fearful 
that the British would attempt to land 
forces first at Monterey and if that were 
to happen a conflict with a major inter-
national power would surely result. But 
Sloat, was also fearful of repeating the 
same mistake of Commodore Thomas 
ap Catesby Jones, who four years earlier as Commander of the 
United States Pacific Squadron had seized Monterey. He had mis-
takenly thought that the United States had declared war on Mexi-
co, and after realizing his mistake he vacated Monterey only one 
day after taking control. Without any word from Fremont and the 
United States, Commodore Sloat waited 25 days contemplating 
what to do about taking Monterey. Finally, Sloat realized that the 
heralded Captain John C. Fremont would never have acted alone 
and so he decided to land 250 men to take control of the town. On 
July 7, 1846, without a single shot being fired, General Jose Castro 

“We ought to face 
the music—tell the 
truth, even if the 
truth condemns us.” –
Commodore John. D. 
Sloat, Commander of 
the Pacific Squadron.

See CASTILLO, page 8



 PARLOR ACTIVITIES
PAGE 8                                                                                                         THE NATIVE SON - AUGUST-SEPEMBER 2020

DEADLINE FOR ADVERTISING AND 
EDITORIAL MATTER FOR THE 

OCTOBER-NOVEMBERNATIVE SON 
IS SEPTEMBER 15, 2020.

Fairfax Remembers 
Its Railroad History

Where once speedy electric trains 
whisked commuters, vacationers and pic-
nicers from and to Fairfax, there are still re-
minders of that long-gone age in the town. 
The so-called “parkade” that now fills with 
motor vehicles was one the railroad’s right 
of way and the circle and road bridge at 
Manor keep alive the dim recollection of 
railroading.

The town has erected a bus shelter adja-
cent to the old downtown Fairfax right-of-
way. The shelter is designed to honor the 
former NWP railroad depot, with architec-
tural features reminiscent of the old struc-
ture. As yet there’s no sign on the roof of 
the depot.

Thanks to Brother Pat Martinez of Fair-
fax Parlor, Manor’s (part of Fairfax) small 
bus shelter has a new sign replicating the 
old railroad sign and replacing a replica that 
was in bad shape.

Many of the architectural details of the old railroad station have been replicated in the 
new, small structure. .

The Manor bus stop isn’t much to look at, but it has one great feature—a new sign.

fled with his forces, and the United States 
Navy was now in possession of Monterey. 
Eventually, Fremont rode into Monterey 
and he informed Sloat that he had acted on 
his own in Sonoma and war had not been 
declared on Mexico by the United States. 
Commodore Sloat had proclaimed that 
California was now a part of the United 
States but neither President Polk nor any 
other United States official had made a 
similar announcement of hostilities. For 22 
days, Sloat acted as Military Governor of 
California and awaited official word that 
either the United States had declared war 
on Mexico or he had repeated the same 
embarrassing action as Commodore Jones 
four years earlier. 

Eventually Commodore Robert S. Stock-
ton arrived in Monterey announcing the Unit-
ed States declaration of war against Mexico 
and his assignment was to take over Sloat’s 
position as the Commander of the Pacific 
Squadron. Commodore John D. Sloat was 
reassigned to duty on land and remained in 
the Navy for another 20 years until he retired 
with the rank of Rear Admiral.

CASTILLO
from page 7
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NSGW CHARITABLE 
FOUNDATION

By BOB SANTOS
Here is a list of recent donations to our Charitable Foundation in 

honor of or in memory of.
Such donations are a fine way to honor deceased members, 

friends or relatives. The Charitable Foundation is a 501( c ) ( 3 ) 
organization and all contributions are tax deductible. You can find 
the 2019 Cleft Palate March, total donations and our donation form 
on our website, nsgw.org, and go to charitable endeavors.
To Cleft Palate Fund
 Your Cause LLC
 Applied Materials (3 donations)
    Network for Good ( Facebook ) 
In Memory of Tina Devereux
 Steve & Patricia Day
In Memory of James C. Espinoza
 Quartz Parlor #58
In Memory of Gary S. Brown
 Quartz Parlor # 58
In Memory of Robert Braito
 Joe & Linda Neitzel
In Memory of John Kleinsorg
 Kleinsorg Family

In Memory of Gene Thorson
 Ron & Rita Holliday
In Memory of Richard Wagner
 Leanora M. Grenz
In Memory of Ronald Taliaferro
 Bill Lockefeer
In Memory of Dennis Prusso
 Bill Lockefeer
In Memory of Ray ( Ding ) De-
Gracia
 Ralph & Ruth Chapman
In Memory of Richard Bailey
 Ralph & Ruth Chapman
In Memory of Wilma Ysit
 Robert & Kathy Santos

Mission Founded in 1771
Mission San Gabriel was founded in 1771 by St. Junípero Serra, 

the fourth of 21 California missions established by Spanish Fran-
ciscans. Its purpose was to introduce the local Indians to the Cath-
olic faith, improve their standard of living and make them citizens 
of New Spain. The missions were located approximately a day’s 
walk apart and were founded on sites that had arable land, a source 
of water and a large Native population nearby.

Mission San Gabriel was first founded near the present-day city of 
Montebello, about 5 miles from its current site, but was relocated in 1775, 
as there were concerns about earthquakes and flooding at the original 
site. Construction began shortly after the second site was established.

The San Gabriel Mission was notable for its economic success. 
The site was located near multiple waterways, which facilitated 
the growing of crops and raising of livestock, and was ideally lo-
cated for trade. In the years before the missions were “secular-
ized,” or sold to private parties, in 1834, it was among the most 
affluent of the missions.

The old mission church itself was built between 1791 and 1805. 
It is built of cut stone, brick and mortar, and is one of the oldest 
buildings in California. The main altar was built in Mexico in the 
1790s, and its statues came from Spain. Its six wooden statues 
were brought in 1791. They, along with the reredos (altarpiece), 
were restored after a 1987 earthquake. The church’s walls and 
floors are original.

Other significant features of the mission include its cemetery, 
which dates to 1778, making it the oldest cemetery in Los Angeles 
County. Among the most notable people buried at the mission is 
Claretian Father Aloysius Ellacuria (1905-81), who had a reputation 
as a miracle worker. 

No, Grand 2 VP Ron Brocco 
and PGP Dean Zellers aren’t 
really engineers on TPLCo 
(“The Pacific Lumber Com-
pany”) steam engine No. 9, 
they’re just posing in the cab 
several years ago when the en-
gine was on display at TPLCo’s 
museum in Scotia. 
The engine bore the same num-
ber when she worked on the Mt. 
Tamalpais & Muir Woods Rail-
road in Marin County. It has 
been moved to Sonoma County, 
where it awaits cosmetic resto-
ration and possibly display at 
Mill Valley or on Mt. Tamalpais. 
Fund-raising efforts are now 
underway.
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Eugene Ardito Retires
Is Eugene Silvio Ardito the longest-serving book officer in the 

history of the Native Sons of the Golden West? We don’t know, but 
we do know that he has been Fairfax Parlor’s financial secretary 
for more than 65 years.

Ardito, nicknamed “Uge,” is a charter member of Fairfax Parlor, 
having joined on September 21, 1949, when then-Grand President 
Peter Conmy presented Fairfax Parlor with its charter.

Brother Gene was born in Fairfax on April 25, 1925 and spent 
his life there. After attending Tamalpais High School, he served in 
the U. S. Navy during World War II. Later, he had a career with the 
Marin Municipal Water District.

Brother Gene had many tales about growing up in Fairfax. Perhaps 
the best were his experiences with the “School Special,” a train that 
took students from Fairfax and the Ross Valley to and from Tamal-
pais High School in Mill Valley. One day Gene made a bat in shop 
class and engraved it with the words “Dago Slugger.” He carried it 
with him and, one morning, while the School Special was passing 
through the Corte Madera railroad tunnel which had lights inside, 
Gene opened the coach window and used the Dago Slugger to pop the 
light bulbs. Concerned that action might be less than endearing to the 
railroad, he threw the slugger out the train window. Next day, Gene 
was called to the principal’s office where he was greeted by the prin-
cipal and the railroad policeman. The Dago Slugger was lying on the 
principal’s table. You can guest the results of the ensuing conference.

Brother Gene kept all his records in ledger books. Each year, 
he sent a bill to every member of Fairfax Parlor, and included a 
return envelope and a note asking the members to include some 
extra money for the Cleft Palate fund and the parlor’s Scholarship 
Fund. If a member didn’t pay his dues promptly, Gene would send 
another reminder. 

Recently, Fairfax Parlor honored Brother Gene by naming its meet-
ing room after him. At the top of the plaque was the word “Progress.” 
As long as Fairfax Parlor members can recall, when asked about the 
status of Fairfax Parlor’s Lapsation, Gene would answer “progress.” 

THE ORIGINAL BEAR FLAG
[We found this story by the man who painted the original Bear 

Flag in the Los Angeles Herald of January 13, 1878. -Ed.] 
A Note From the Painter of the Original Bear Flag

The historiographer of the Pioneer Society of California, John S. 
Hittell, a few days since published a sketch of the history of the 
famous Bear Flag, made at Sonoma before hostilities were declared 
between the United States and Mexico. As the sketch contains inter-
nal evidence that there is a conflict of statement as to the true history 
of this flag, we addressed a note to Mr. Wm. L. Todd, of this city, the 
artist of the occasion, to make public the facts connected with that 
important episode. He sends us the following reply:

This Bear Flag 
was destroyed in 
the Great Earth-
quake and Fire 
that hit San Fran-
cico on April 18, 
1906.

Los Angeles, Jan. 11, 1878. J.J. Ayers. Esq, Editor Evening 
Express:—Your letter of the 9th Inst, came duly to hand, and 
in answer I have to say, in regard to the making of the origi-
nal “Bear Flag” of California, at Sonoma, in 1816, that when the 
Americans, who had taken up arm against the Spanish regime, 
had determined what kind of a flag should be adopted, the follow-
ing persons performed the work: Granville P. Swift, Peter Storm, 
Henry L. Ford, and myself. We procured in the house where we 
made our headquarters, a piece of new unbleached domestic, not 
quite a yard wide, with strips of red flannel about four inches 
wide, furnished by Mrs. John Sears, on the upper and lower side 
of the canvas. On the upper left hand corner was a star, and in the 
centre was the image made to represent a grizzly bear passant, so 
common in this State at that time. The bear and star were painted 
with paint made of linseed oil and Venetian red or Spanish brown. 
Underneath the bear were the words “California Republic.” The 
other persons engaged with me got the materials together whilst 
I acted as artist. The forms of the bear and a star and of the let-
ters were first lined out with pen and ink by myself, and the two 
former were filled in with the red paint, but the latter with ink. 
The flag mentioned by Mr. Hittell with the bear rampant, was 
made, as I always understood, at Santa Barbara, and was painted 
black. Allow me to say that at that time there was not a wheel-
wright shop in California. The flag I painted I saw in the rooms of 
the California Pioneers in San Francisco in 1870, and the Secre-
tary will show it to any person who will call on him at any time. 
If it is the one I painted, it will be known by a mistake I made in 
lining out the words “California Republic “ The letters were first 
lined out with a pen and I left out the letter “I,” and lined out the 
letter “C” in its place. But afterwards 1 lined out the letter “I” 
over the “C,” so that the last syllable ot “Republic” looks as it the 
two last letters were blended. 

                                    Yours respectfully, Wm. l. Todd.

Gene Ardito with son Michael (left) and nephew Steve.
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143rd Grand Parlor 
Native Sons of the Golden West 

PRE-REGISTRATION FORM  

The 143rd Grand Parlor will be held August 19 and 20 at the Sonoma Raceway, NASCAR Garage H.  
Sign-in Pre-Registered Delegates ONLY will be open from 8 to 10 AM, Wednesday.  Untimely 
submission of delegate registration may result in your inability to attend. 
 
Due do COVID-19, the short timeline, and the need to arrange for the necessary amount of food, chairs, 
etc., all delegates MUST pre-register and payment for the 143rd Grand Parlor be RECEIVED NO 
LATER THAN AUGUST 14, 2020. 
 
Based on Health guidelines, there will be limited seating. Therefore, there will be NO pre-
registration of non-Delegates. Brothers who wish to attend as a guest may do so but WILL NOT 
BE ADMITTED TO THE VENUE until ALL Delegates have been registered and seated after 10 
AM.  Guests may be required to stand the entire duration and will not be provided meals. 
 
NOTICE: There will be no hospitality rooms or playday.  There is no Host-Hotel; delegates should 
secure their own lodging. Delegates should dress comfortably considering the venue and weather. 
 

Each Registration Fee of $100.00 per Delegate includes the following: 
One (1) Lunch Wednesday and One (1) Dinner Wednesday. 

REGISTRATION: (PLEASE PRINT) 
NAME:  

POSITION: 
(Check box) 

Delegate  Grand 
Officer  

 PGP  SDDGP  Committee    

TITLE:  

ADDRESS:  

PHONE NUMBER:  
(Should we have questions) 

 EMAIL ADDRESS:  

PARLOR NAME AND NUMBER:  

NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT 
TO APPEAR ON YOUR BADGE: 

 

 
Registration Fee @ $100.00 $ 100.00  
 

PLEASE USE ONE PRE-REGISTRATION FORM PER DELEGATE. 
 

Make checks payable to: Grand Parlor, NSGW 
Mail completed registration form and check to:  

Grand Parlor, NSGW 
414 Mason Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, CA 94102 

  
Questions: 415-392-1223 or grandsecretary@nsgw.org  or 

PGP Christeson 209-256-0394 or nsgwerik@yahoo.com  
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